
 PCC Prayer Guide 1/2/21 - New Years Focus 

 Purpose – To come together as a community of believers and focus our attention on the Lord. Using Scripture as our 
 guide we ask God to search our hearts and lead our prayers. 

 NEW YEAR 
 O Lord, 

 Length of days does not profit me 
 except the days are passed in thy presence, 
 in thy service, to thy glory. 

 Give me a grace that precedes, follows, guides, sustains, 
 sanctifies, aids every hour, 

 that I may not be one moment apart from thee, 
 but may rely on thy Spirit 

 to supply every thought, 
 speak in every word, 
 direct every step, 
 prosper every work, 
 build up every mote of faith, 
 and give me a desire 

 to show forth thy praise; 
 testify thy love, 
 advance thy kingdom. 

 I launch my bark on the unknown waters of this year, 
 with thee, O Father, as my harbour, 

 thee, O Son, at my helm, 
 thee, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails. 

 Guide me to heaven with my loins girt, 
 my lamp burning. 
 my ear open to thy calls, 
 my heart full of love, 
 my soul free. 

 Give me thy grace to sanctify me, 
 thy comforts to cheer, 
 thy wisdom to teach, 
 thy right hand to guide, 
 they counsel to instruct, 
 thy law to judge, 
 thy presence to stabilize, 

 May thy fear be my awe, 
 thy triumphs my joy. 

 (from  The Valley of Vision  , a collection of Puritan  Prayers and Devotions) 

 Worship and Adoration 
 As we reflect on the new year before us, let us take stock of the previous year and look back to see all the faithful 
 ways in which the Lord has provided for us in our times of trouble. Let us pray that as we proceed, we would 
 continue to hear the voice of Jesus and seek his words and works in everything around us.  May we center our hearts 
 on Him, for He alone speaks to all of our deepest longings with a promise that He alone will be our satisfaction. 

 Hebrews 10:23  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
 faithful. 

 Lamentations 3:22-23  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 
 are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 



 Confession and Repentance 
 We confess our tendency to overlook the transcendence and generosity of God, to focus on our want instead of our 
 plenty.  Yet as we see in the passage from Isaiah, even the weary and beaten-down sojourners who returned from 
 exile were showered with extravagant grace, with the signs and symbols of their mourning exchanged for beauty, 
 gladness, and praise.  Lord, we believe, help our unbelief, and restore us to the wholeness which your love grants. 

 Isaiah 61:1-3  The Spirit of the Lord  G  OD  is upon me, because the  L  ORD  has anointed me to bring good news to 
 the poor;  he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
 the prison to those who are bound;  to proclaim the year of the  L  ORD  's favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
 God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress 
 instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that 
 they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the  L  ORD  , that he may be glorified. 

 Matthew 6:31-33  Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
 shall we wear?’  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
 them all.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his  righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

 Thanksgiving and Praise 
 Pray that the words and works of Jesus would take new root in our troubled hearts this year, that his generous grace 
 and loving comfort would push out all our worry, fear, skittishness, and anxiety. Pray that in its place, God will pour 
 into our weary hearts a new song, a restorative song, of praise, adoration, and thanksgiving.  May these new songs of 
 thanksgiving and praise take root like oaks of righteousness. May this year be one of growth and nurture as we 
 witness the healing and building of God’s church in our midst. 

 Psalm 19:14  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
 my rock and my redeemer. 

 Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
 wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

 Supplication and Intercession 
 Pray that the Lord would so move our hearts to lean in and invest in this good work of repairing the ruins of our 
 cities, of restoring the devastations of many generations with the good news of the gospel. Pray, that every injustice 
 might be righted in God’s perfect time, and every tear among us be wiped away with gladness and joy.  May we 
 become a hospital of healing, care, mercy, and grace for the weary strangers and sojourners among us. 

 Joel 2:25-26  I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and 
 the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you. “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the 
 name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to 
 shame. 

 Hosea 6:1  Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, 
 and he will bind us up. 

 Romans 15:13  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
 Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 


