
 PCC Prayer Guide 5/21/23 - The Heart of the Gospel (Church of Ascension) 

 Purpose – To come together as a community of believers and focus our attention on the Lord. Using Scripture as our 
 guide we ask God to search our hearts and lead our prayers. 

 Adoration 
 Let us praise God our Father for the hope of the resurrection and the worship that is brought on by the ascension. 
 Just as our resurrected savior was lifted up in triumph, entering again into the realm of heaven; our hearts and minds 
 are redirected upwards towards the beauty and the peace won by his victory over death, sin, and the grave. 

 Matthew 28:16-18  Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
 them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, 
 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

 1 John 3:2  Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
 when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

 Confession 
 Pray in repentance for not making much of Christ’s ascension here on earth.  For being too myopic and inwardly 
 focused to see the risen savior in his ultimate form; to end up off mission, fearful, and prone to give into the suffering 
 around us with despair, instead of seeing the very real peace and presence of the Holy Spirit at work in our hearts 
 and community.  May we find renewed meaning in our worship, our mission, and - even yes - our suffering. 

 1 John 3:3  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 1 John 3:4-6  Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You 
 know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him 
 keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 

 Thanksgiving 
 Pray prayers of gratitude for our risen King who goes to prepare a place for us in his Father’s house, that one day we 
 too will be able to join with him in that heavenly realm, where perfect beauty, total goodness, and complete justice 
 find their ultimate realization in God himself.  We praise the Lord for showing with his ascension that one day our 
 own realm will be wed together again with the heavenly realm, a beautiful promise of a restored and redeemed Eden. 

 Isaiah 65:17-18a  “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be 
 remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; 

 Isaiah 66:22-23  “For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the 
 Lord, so shall your offspring and your name remain. From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to 
 Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the Lord. 

 Supplication 
 Pray, asking God to disentangle our hearts from the smaller gods and distractions that lower our eyes to focus only 
 on the here and now.  Pray for the Spirit to lift our eyes and hearts heavenward, to give us a renewed sense of 
 strength and mission, and to guide our steps forward in faith as we proclaim the good news of a risen Jesus to our 
 friends, families, neighbors, and city. 

 Ephesians 2:4-6  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when 
 we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and 
 raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 

 Matthew 28:19-20  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in  the name of the Father 
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I 
 am with you always, to the end of the age.” 


