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Union with Christ: Chapter 15  
Every Day – Union with the Cosmic Christ  
 
 

Worship: In Christ Alone by Stuart Towend & Keith Getty 

(Here is a song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer).
In Christ alone, my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand  
 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh  
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
‘Til on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
 

There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day  
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ  
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath  
Jesus commands my destiny  
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand  
 

Icebreaker 
 

Have you ever traced your family’s ancestry (i.e. family tree)?  
If so, what were some interesting things that you discovered? 

 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

How is union with Christ all-encompassing in its dimensions?  

 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) What stood out to you in Chapter 15? As you read this chapter, what questions or thoughts came up to the 
surface? 

 
2) What does it mean that we are part of God’s larger family?  

o What sort of implications does it have in the way that we think about global missions or prayer? 
 

3) How is salvation fleshed out in an individual and corporate sense?  
o In what ways is your faith personal and in what ways is your faith communal?  
o Do you notice a certain tendency towards personal or communal faith in your own life? If one side is 

overly emphasized at the cost of the other, what might be God’s invitation for you? 
o What does it look like to practice what we already are in reality – to become one because we are 

already one in Christ (John 17:21,23; Gal 3:28)? 
 

4) Guiding Question: How is union with Christ all-encompassing in its dimensions? 
o How does it touch on everything God has given us in the gospel? 
o In what ways do we compartmentalize and separate our spiritual life from our earthly life?  
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5) What is the mission of the church? 
o What are some of the false choices that we feel we need to choose from (pg 268)? 
o What does it mean that our primary identity as God’s people is to be witnesses (Acts 1:8)? 
o How does union with Christ give us breadth to understand the church’s mission (pg 270)? 
o In what ways are we both the declaration and demonstrative community (pg 270)? 

 
6) How is Jesus a clue to history (pg 272)?  

o How does union with Christ give us a new perspective, one that encourages us and gives us hope? 
o In what ways do all three persons of the Trinity care and minister to us (pgs 278-279)? 

 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Start off with a prayer of gratitude: “Thank you, Lord, that we are part of a larger family, a broader mission, 
a longer story, a bigger world, and a deeper love”.  

• Take a moment to ponder about all our brothers and sisters-in-Christ from across the centuries and around 
the world. Pray for them, especially those who are persecuted for their faith. 

• Thank God that we are invited to participate in what Christ has done and what He is doing. 
• Pray that we would be His ambassadors to the world, reflecting the light of the risen Christ (Matt 5:14), 

shining like stars in the sky (Phil 2:15), and being agents of God’s kingdom here on earth. 
• Thank God that all the events of our lives find their meaning and coherence in Christ. 
• Pray that we would be more and more aware of our union with Christ; for the gap to be narrowed and that we 

would recover the depth, wonder, mystery, and beauty of our union.  
 
 


