
God with 

Revelation 21:1-27

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And 
I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will 
be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.”

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Also 
he said, “Write this down, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water 
of life without payment. 7 The one who 
conquers will have this heritage, and I will be 
his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for 
the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as 
for murderers, the sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that burns with 
fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

9 Then came one of the seven angels who 
had the seven bowls full of the seven last 
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I 
will show you the Bride, the wife of the 
Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed 
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out 
of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of 
God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high 
wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates 
twelve angels, and on the gates the names of 
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were 
inscribed— 

13 on the east three gates, on the north three 
gates, on the south three gates, and on the 
west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city 
had twelve foundations, and on them were 
the twelve names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb. 

15 And the one who spoke with me had a 
measuring rod of gold to measure the city 
and its gates and walls. 16 The city lies 
foursquare, its length the same as its width. 
And he measured the city with his rod, 
12,000 stadia. Its length and width and 
height are equal. 17 He also measured its 
wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, 
which is also an angel’s measurement. 18 The 
wall was built of jasper, while the city was 
pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The 
foundations of the wall of the city were 
adorned with every kind of jewel. The first 
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third 
agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, 
the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, 
the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth 
amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a 
single pearl, and the street of the city was 
pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its 
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or 
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By 
its light will the nations walk, and the kings 
of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 
and its gates will never be shut by day—and 
there will be no night there. 26 They will 
bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever 
enter it, nor anyone who does what is 
detestable or false, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life.
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Day 15

“Such gentleness and power in this verse!  To wipe away every tear, and make all things new.  
How sweet your promises are, O, Lord.  We long to be with you in heaven and are so grateful 
you are here with us now!”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 17

Doug Metzler 
Elder

-
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Micah 4:1-7

1 It shall come to pass in the latter days
    that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
    and it shall be lifted up above the hills;
and peoples shall flow to it,
2     and many nations shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
    to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
    and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
3 He shall judge between many peoples,
    and shall decide disputes for strong nations far away;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
    and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
    neither shall they learn war anymore;
4 but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree,
    and no one shall make them afraid,
    for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.
5 For all the peoples walk
    each in the name of its god,
but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God
    forever and ever.
6 In that day, declares the Lord,
    I will assemble the lame
and gather those who have been driven away
    and those whom I have afflicted;
7 and the lame I will make the remnant,
    and those who were cast off, a strong nation;
and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion
    from this time forth and forevermore.

-
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Day 16

ADDITIONAL FAMILY RESOURCES

“Prepare Him Room Advent Family Devotional” by Marty Machowski

A family devotional that contains 13 family devotionals for the 4 weeks of Advent. 
Companion to Children’s Ministry Sunday School curriculum starting Nov. 27 - Dec. 18. 
Available by Children’s Check-in / $8.

“Prepare Him Room” music available on iTunes https://itun.es/us/Kwk9-.

“The burnout, the chastised, the lonely, the sick, the people weary of fighting, the anxious and 
the emotionally drained –these are the ones who get invited into the cheer of Christmas because 
King Jesus is on the throne.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 17

Matt Trexler
Campus Minister, RUF

https://itun.es/us/Kwk9-
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Psalm 98

1 Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2 The Lord has made known his salvation;
    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
    to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
    with the lyre and the sound of melody!
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn
    make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
    the world and those who dwell in it!
8 Let the rivers clap their hands;
    let the hills sing for joy together
9 before the Lord, for he comes
    to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
    and the peoples with equity.
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Day 17

“Joy! That deep joy that makes my soul sing – and not just me, but everyone and everything 
around me: the sea, the world, the rivers, the hills and all creatures in them! A new song to the 
Lord that will set the world right. I can’t wait for that day, come Lord Jesus!”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 17

Milla Nieminen
Sr. Dir. of Care

-
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Philippians 2:5–11

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.
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Day 18

“Jesus was the most powerful and yet the most humble and obedient human ever. As I look at 
Him this advent season, I see what He defines as obedience - He doesn’t disengage to maintain 
perfection; He enters our messy world and serves in obedience. He is our strength to do the 
same.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 17

David Kleinknecht
Dir. of Hope for LA

-
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Titus 2:11-3:7

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly 
lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and 
to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

15 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you.

3 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for 
every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show 
perfect courtesy toward all people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led 
astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by 
others and hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by 
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
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Day 19

“Jesus — God’s grace has appeared and it is for all people! His grace is sufficient to live in 
waiting for God’s blessed hope, the return of Jesus. In the beauty and pain of life there is 
sufficient grace and hope to give it meaning.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 17

Kristine Eller
Dwtn Children’s Min. Coor.

-
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Matthew 25:1–46

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at 
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose 
and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to 
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather 
to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while 
they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went in with him to the 
marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward 
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open 
to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do 
not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour. 14 “For it will be like a 
man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He 
who had received the five talents went at once and 
traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 
So also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went 
and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 
Now after a long time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who 
had received the five talents came forward, bringing 
five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 
five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 
His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 
And he also who had the two talents came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, 
I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had 
received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, 
I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did 
not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 

25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful 
servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown 
and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you 
ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and at my coming I should have received what was my 
own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and 
give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to 
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have 
an abundance. But from the one who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the 
worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 31 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 
throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, 
and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And 
he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on 
the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I 
was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the 
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when 
did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And 
the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did 
it to me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then 
they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he 
will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not 
do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
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Day 20

“Wait patiently in anticipation for the day of the Lord, for we do not know the day or the hour. 
 In anticipation be ready and prepared for his return, with patience be diligent in loving God 
and others, for this is the Father’s will.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 17

Demetrius Nathan
Dir. of Youth

-
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Revelation 5:1-14

1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on 
earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep 
loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the 
elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the 
right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, 
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new 
song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
    and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
    from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
    and they shall reign on the earth.”
11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the 
voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying 
with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and 
all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
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Day 21

Amazing, the babe that was born in the manger will return as the great Lion of Judah 
to open the scroll that contains the deed to the Earth. Just as the angels filled the sky with 
proclamation at His birth, they will sing again at His return.  May our hearts during this 
advent season be filled with singing. 

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 11 - Saturday Dec 17

Cece Sykes
Member of Our Community

-


