
Luke 2:1-21

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with 
child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in 
a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given 
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
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ADDITIONAL FAMILY RESOURCES

“Prepare Him Room Advent Family Devotional” by Marty Machowski

A family devotional that contains 13 family devotionals for the 4 weeks of Advent. 
Companion to Children’s Ministry Sunday School curriculum starting Nov. 27 - Dec. 18. 
Available by Children’s Check-in / $8.

“Prepare Him Room” music available on iTunes https://itun.es/us/Kwk9-.

Day 22

“Day one informs the rest of the story: God chose to be born in a feeding trough, in a tiny little 
town, rather than a throne room in the the seat of power. Also, I find it interesting to note that, 
while Mary was days from giving birth, she and Joseph undertook an arduous trek to do their 
civic duty. Wow.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 18 - Saturday Dec 24

Thom Deem
Dir. of Celebrate Recovery

-

https://itun.es/us/Kwk9-


Matthew 2:1-23

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, 
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose 
went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child 
and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he 
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled 
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
    weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
    she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land 
of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of 
Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the 
prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.

-
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Day 23

“How humbling it is that in the midst of such evil intent and horrific acts by King Herod, could 
come our source of incomprehensible love and salvation? From the beginning, Jesus has 
provided us with grace, hope and purpose – even when the circumstances around us appear 
otherwise. We must trust, for He is with us.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 18 - Saturday Dec 24

Francis Tran
Elder



John 1:1-36

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 4 In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, 
yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not 
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me ranks before me, because 
he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has 
ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known.

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 

20 He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 
said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24 (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27 even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward 
him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: 
“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.”

35 The next day again John was standing with 
two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus 
as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God!”
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Day 24

“We know the moon doesn’t generate its own light, but advances the sun’s light in darkness. So 
it was with John the Baptist. He answered the call to reflect Christ, without the glory and 
burden of being Christ. There is clarity and comfort available in this tension, should we live like 
John.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 18 - Saturday Dec 24

Megan Eaken
Deacon

-



2 Peter 3:8-13

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth 
and the works that are done on it will be exposed.

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells.
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Day 25

“This passage encourages us to eagerly await the return of the Lord and to draw on a three core 
truths: (1) He wants all of us to be saved (v9), (2) He wants us to live holy and godly lives (v11), 
(3) He wants us to become new creations (v13).”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 18 - Saturday Dec 24

Dupree Scovell
Elder

-



Isaiah 7:10-14

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 
And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary 
my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
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Day 26

“The miracle of Christmas came wrapped in the gift of a child, but no ordinary child.  
Immanuel – God WITH Us. God loved us so much that he left his throne in heaven to come to 
earth to save his most precious treasure: His children. During this season of joy (or pain), 
remember you are NEVER alone.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 18 - Saturday Dec 24

Tracy Thompson
Deacon

-



1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything 
written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will 
not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 
For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 
6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who 
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope 
of salvation. 9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with 
him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.
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Day 27

“Christ has come, and He will come again. Though this will be a bad surprise for some, its great 
news for us who are destined for salvation. So be ready and vigilant, not because we fear 
wrath, but so that we live in the hope and identity that is ours.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 18 - Saturday Dec 24

Paul Kim
Pastor of Family Ministry

-



Zephaniah 3:14-18a

14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
    shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
    O daughter of Jerusalem!
15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
    he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
    you shall never again fear evil.
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
    let not your hands grow weak.
17 The Lord your God is in your midst,
    a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
    he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
    so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
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Day 28

“Our punishment has been turned away. Our enemies have been overcome. And we will 
spend eternity with our Savior. Let us find joy in our present circumstances, knowing 
that God has redeemed us and delights in us.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 18 - Saturday Dec 24

Alex McKee
Worship Coordinator

-


