
Genesis 22:1-18

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 
am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and 
went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham 
took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the 
fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
“My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and 
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the 
angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it 
is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as 
the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 
the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed my voice.”
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Day 8

“This passage shows God’s love for humanity as he tests Abraham asking him to sacrifice his 
only son Isaac. He ends up saving Isaac, but later demonstrates the ultimate love by sacrificing 
His one and only son to save us all.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 4 - Saturday Dec 10

ADDITIONAL FAMILY RESOURCES

“Prepare Him Room Advent Family Devotional” by Marty Machowski

A family devotional that contains 13 family devotionals for the 4 weeks of Advent. 
Companion to Children’s Ministry Sunday School curriculum starting Nov. 27 - Dec. 18. 
Available by Children’s Check-in / $8.

“Prepare Him Room” music available on iTunes https://itun.es/us/Kwk9-.

Sarah Spaniolo
Dir. of Community Groups

-

https://itun.es/us/Kwk9-
https://itun.es/us/Kwk9-


Exodus 20:1-17

1 And God spoke all these words, saying,

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery.

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who 
hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.

7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any 
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your 
livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you.

13 “You shall not murder.

14 “You shall not commit adultery.

15 “You shall not steal.

16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his 
male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor’s.”

-
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Day 9

“The Ten Commandments are given to God’s people after they have been rescued from Egypt. 
The order of the gospel is salvation, then obedience – to reverse those is to miss the gospel.  The 
ten commandments describe the lifestyle God wants to save us into, not how we become saved. 
Grace from beginning to end!”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 4 - Saturday Dec 10

Alex Watlington
Campus Minister, RUF



Isaiah 40:1-11

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
    that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry!”
    And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
    and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7 The grass withers, the flower fades
    when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
    surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers, the flower fades,
    but the word of our God will stand forever.
9 Go on up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
    lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
    “Behold your God!”
10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead those that are with young.
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Day 10

“These verses (vv. 3-5) are both a command and a statement of fact. Since they are fulfilled both 
in the arrival of John the Baptist and his message to “Repent!” (Matt. 3:1-3), we see how we are 
both to trust that the Lord is making the paths straight in our lives and how we are to be 
making the paths straight as well. ”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 4 - Saturday Dec 10

Alex Scott
Dir. of Sunday Volunteers

-



Luke 1:5–25

1 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of 
Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And 
they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and 
statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were 
advanced in years.

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to 
the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn 
incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 
11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the 
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he 
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 
mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 
and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a 
people prepared.”

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife 
is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 
of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you 
will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did 
not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for 
Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he 
was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he 
kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he 
went to his home.

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, 
saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my 
reproach among people.”
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Day 11

“Impossible.
Unbelief, unmoved by angel-glory from Heaven, protests with unassailable facts.
Divine love, unmoved by unbelief, persists with promises (so ridiculous!) of joy and gladness. 
‘Til muted lips of unbelief break forth in blessing and praise, 
     loosed by the arrival of Divine grace.
O Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 4 - Saturday Dec 10

Josh Geiger
Sr. Dir. and Pastor of Discipleship
Dir. of Family Ministry

-



Luke 1:26–56

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. And the virgin’s name 
was Mary. 28 And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord 
is with you!” 29 But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He 
will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will 
this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is 
the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 39 In those 
days Mary arose and went with haste 
into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 
40 and she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
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Day 12

“I love that God chose Mary, a humble, faithful person of little worldly significance, to be His 
own mother, the vessel through which He stepped into the world. He turns our earthly ideas 
of greatness and lowliness upside down, exalting the humble and humbling the proud.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 4 - Saturday Dec 10

41 And when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb! 43 And why is this granted to me 
that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting came to my ears, the baby 
in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 
blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her from the Lord.”

46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on 
the humble estate of his servant. For 
behold, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty 
has done great things for me, and holy is 
his name. 50 And his mercy is for those 
who fear him from generation to 
generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has 
brought down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalted those of humble 
estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he 
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to 
his offspring forever.” 56 And Mary 
remained with her about three months 
and returned to her home.

Alex Fleeman
Asst. Dir. of Worship

-



Matthew 1:1–25

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the 
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the 
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 
and Jesse the father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph 
the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of 
Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the 
father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of 
Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, 
at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel 
the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of 
Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father 
of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the 
father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David 
to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to 
the Christ fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And 
he called his name Jesus.
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Day 13

“What a faithful powerful companion the Holy Spirit is! The Holy Spirit is always found 
wherever God is creating life. In Genesis 1 the Spirit was with God while God was creating the 
universe, the Holy Spirit brought Jesus into being inside Mary, and the Holy Spirit helped the 
apostles birth God’s Church. Thank God for His Spirit.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 4 - Saturday Dec 10

Matthew Williams
Elder

-



Luke 1:57–80

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 
And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him 
Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And 
they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 And they made signs to his 
father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and 
wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their 
neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and 
all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the 
hand of the Lord was with him.

67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
    for he has visited and redeemed his people
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David,
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71 that we should be saved from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us;
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers
    and to remember his holy covenant,
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
74     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people
    in the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,
    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 
of his public appearance to Israel.
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Day 14

“Upon the birth of a long-awaited child, a large Jewish family gathers for a bris. The 
parents reject family names and call their child John,  Jehovah has been gracious. Then 
the new father sings a song of God’s salvation and tender mercy. In my deepest joys - like 
Elizabeth and Zechariah - may I offer my most heartfelt praises to the Lord.”

Advent Readings
Sunday Dec 4 - Saturday Dec 10

Lisa Tahk
Deacon

-


