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Union with Christ: Chapters 9 & 10   
“A New Purpose: What Am I Here For?” & “A New Hope: What Can I Hope For?” 
 
 

Worship: Refiner’s Fire by Brian Doerksen 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer)
Purify my heart  
Let me be as gold and precious silver  
Purify my heart  
Let me be as gold, pure gold  
 
Refiner’s fire 
My heart’s one desire  
Is to be holy  
Set apart for you, Lord  
I choose to be holy 
Set apart for you, my master 
Ready to do your will  

Purify my heart 
Cleanse me from within 
And make me holy 
Purify my heart 
Cleanse me from my sin  
Deep within  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Icebreaker 

 

What are some of your short-term or long-term goals?   
(Examples: Eating healthy food, training for a marathon, milestones at work or in the home, etc).  

What gets you motivated, especially during the difficult hurdles? 
 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

What am I here for? 
What can I hope for? 

 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) What stood out to you in Chapters 9 & 10? As you read these two chapters, what questions or thoughts came 
up to the surface? 

 
2) Read Eph 1:4, Eph 5:26-27, and 1 Thess 4:3. What does it mean that God’s will is for us to become holy? 

o When you hear that God wants you to “share His holiness” (Heb 12:10), how do you usually respond 
to that?  

o What does it mean to be set apart for God? 
o Why might we not prize or pursue holiness? Which of the reasons on pgs 175-177 resonate with you?  

 
3) Jesus redefines what it means to be successful. How do you usually measure success? 

o Read Matt 22:37-38. What does Jesus prize the most? How does that shape our horizon? 
o What does it look like to “boast in our weaknesses” and to learn from them? 
o Read Rom 5:3 and 1 Peter 1:6. Why are we called to rejoice in our weaknesses and what does that 

sort of heart posture cultivate in us? 
 

4) Guiding question: What am I here for? 
o What does it mean to pursue holiness as a way of life everyday? 
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5) Where is Jesus now and what is He doing?  
o How does the presence of Jesus in heaven dramatically affect how we see our lives in the world 

today?  
o What does it mean that Jesus is:  

o Enthroned King (Col 3:1-3)? 
o High Priest forever (Heb 6:20)? 
o Sympathetic High Priest (Heb 2:17, 4:15) 
o Willing Advocate (Heb 7:25)? 
o Trailblazer/Forerunner (Heb 6:20, John 14:3) 
o For us and with us along the way (Rom 8:31, 2 Cor 13:5)? 

 
6) Guiding Question: What can I hope for? 

o Knowing that Jesus is all of things above (in question #5), how does that shape your thoughts about 
your past, present, and future?  

 
 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Start off with a prayer of gratitude: “Thank you, Lord that…” 
o What You have begun, You will bring to completion (Phil 1:6). 
o The atoning of our sins is complete (Heb 10:10) and the record of our debts has been cancelled (Col 

2:14). 
o Your acceptance of us does not depend on our faith, understanding, or feelings. 
o We can have ultimate security in Christ’s acceptance of us.  
o You are alongside us on the road, filling us with hope (Phil 1:6), giving us courage (Matt 28:20), 

giving us energy (Col 1:29), and strength along the journey (Heb 12:12).  
o We are not alone, but you are Emmanuel (“God with us”) (Matt 1:23) 

• Pray that we would have trust and patience as we have the image of God restored in us.  
• Pray that we would rest in the truth that we share in Christ’s glory (John 17:22) and that our “joy may be 

complete” (John 15:11).  
• Pray that we would be willing to surrender our plans and ambitions into God’s hands, knowing that Christ is 

the seated and enthroned King who cares for us.  
 
 


