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Union with Christ: Chapter 6  
“Whatever Happened to Union with Christ?” 
 
 

Opening: Love (III) by George Herbert 

(Here is a poem to help your group as you begin. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer)
Love bade me welcome 
Yet my soul drew back 
Guilty of dust and sin 
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 
From my first entrance in 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
If I lacked anything  
 
A guest, I answered, worthy to be here 
Love said, You shall be he 
I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,  
I cannot look on thee 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply 
Who made the eyes but I? 

Truth Lord, but I have marred them 
Let my shame go where it doth deserve 
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 
My dear, then I will serve 
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat 
So I did sit and eat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Icebreaker 

 

What is your favorite fairy tale, book, or story? What captivates you about that story? 
 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Whatever happened to union with Christ? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) What stood out to you in Chapter 6? As you read this chapter, what questions or thoughts came up to the 
surface? 

 
2) Read Ephesians 5:29-32, 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 1 Peter 2:5, John 15:1-11. How do these various metaphors 

depict union with Christ?  
o What do you usually do when you have difficulty in explaining something abstract? Perhaps 

something that you experienced, observed, or felt in your heart; an intuitive moment? 
o Is there a song or poem that resonates with you and helps communicate a profound truth? Something 

that strikes a deep chord in you and offers you a “fleeting glimpse of Joy, Joy beyond the walls of the 
world”? (Example: George Herbert’s “Love” Poem, as seen above). 

o In what ways can we help facilitate and cultivate our imagination that draws us closer to God? 
 

3) Guiding Question: Whatever happened to union with Christ? 
o We have seen how union with Christ is important historically and biblically. But if this is central and 

basic to our salvation, then why is union with Christ neither central nor basic for many of us? 
o What are some of the factors that contribute to making union with Christ seem less important and 

less real? 
 

4) “Union with Christ depends on the Holy Spirit and the Spirit remains anonymous, unknown, and 
underappreciated” (pg. 122). Can you relate to feeling similarly at times?  

o Read Romans 8:26. Even though we may feel invisible and unseen sometimes, how does the Holy 
Spirit give us hope, strength, and a voice in Christ?  
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5) Augustine wrote, “We have heard the fact, let us seek the mystery”. How do you usually approach and 
process mystery and the unknown?  

o In this age of fast-paced social media and over-sharing everything, how can we strive to embrace the 
nuances and depth of mystery?  

o What are practical ways that we can walk in the messiness and mystery with God and with others? 
 
 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Start off with a prayer of gratitude: “Thank you, Lord, that you advocate on behalf of us by your Spirit. Even 
though we may not fully understand everything, you are gracious and loving to invite us into this journey of 
life and you allow us to partake in this mysterious, glorious relationship with you”. 

• Pray that we would grow in the knowledge that Christ is not only at the center of our lives, but also at the 
center of all creation and holds it all together (Col 1:16-17, John 1:3, Heb 1:3, Eph 1:10).  

• Pray that our imagination would be captured by the brilliance and grandeur of Christ living in us. 
• Pray that we would know the privilege of being invited into this most sacred union, the very triune life of God 

(John 14:20, 23). 
• Pray that as we abide in Christ, that we would see the power of union with Christ. Pray for opportunities to 

speak truth and love into the void created by our disenchanted, self-centered world. 
• Pray that our vision would be broadened and that we would not forget who we are in Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


