
1	
	

Union with Christ: Chapter 5  
“Union with Christ in the Historic Tradition”  
 

Worship: The Love of God by Frederick M. Lehman (Published in 1919) 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer)
The love of God is greater far 
Than tongue or pen can ever tell 
It goes beyond the highest star 
And reaches to the lowest hell 
The guilty pair, bowed down with care 
God gave His Son to win 
His erring child He reconciled  
And pardoned from his sin 
 
O love of God, how rich and pure 
How measureless and strong 
It shall forevermore endure 
The saints’ and angels’ song 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When hoary time shall pass away 
And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall 
When men who here refuse to pray 
On rocks and hills and mountains call 
God’s love, so sure, shall still endure 
All measureless and strong 
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race 
The saints’ and angels’ song 
 
Could we with ink the ocean fill 
And were the skies of parchment made 
Were every stalk on earth a quill 
And every man a scribe by trade 
To write the love of God above 
Would drain the ocean dry 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole 
Though stretched from sky to sky 
 
 

Icebreaker 
 

If you could go back in time, which historical period would you like to visit and why?  
 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

How do we see union with Christ as integral to the gospel throughout history? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) What stood out to you in Chapter 5? As you read this chapter, what questions or thoughts came up to the 
surface for you? 

 
2) Historian Donald Fairbairn explains how the early church was able to integrate theology into their daily 

lives. They understood “all of Christian life in direct connection to God’s life” (pg. 99). What does that look 
like for us today?  

o Read 2 Peter 1:4. What does it mean to be “partakers of the divine nature” and participate in God’s 
own triune life? 

o Jonathan Edwards says that true human happiness cannot be found apart from God’s glory. Do you 
agree? What do we often discover when we pursue happiness separate from God?  

 
3) Guiding Question: How do we see union with Christ as integral to the gospel throughout history? 

o As you read the various historical accounts and quotes from notable names, what was your 
impression about the importance of union with Christ? 

o Was there a particular quote or phrase that stuck out at you? 
 

4) In the Divine Comedy, Dante names Virgil, Beatrice, and Bernard of Clairvaux as his spiritual guides. Who 
are some notable people (i.e. family, friends, teachers, authors, etc.) who have helped shape your spiritual 
journey?  
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5) John Calvin talks about the importance of the Holy Spirit’s role in our union with Christ. Christ has to dwell 
inside us and “the Holy Spirit is the bond by which Christ effectually unites himself to us” (pg. 105).  

o Read Ephesians 2:11-22. How does the Holy Spirit unite us? What does it mean that Jesus is our 
peace who makes us one and divides the wall? 

 
6) In this chapter, we were introduced to many respectable authors, theologians, and preachers. Bernard of 

Clairvaux emphasizes that it is the love of God that unites us to Christ (pg. 102). And at the end of the day 
and just as we sang in the hymn above, the “love of God is greater far than tongue or pen can ever tell”.  

o How do we experience God’s love when we are united to Him? 
o Read 1 John 4:7-21. What is our calling and response as we become better acquainted with Christ’s 

love? 
 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Start off with a prayer of gratitude: “Thank you, Lord, that you have made your home in us and you have 
spoken to your people for many generations throughout history. We thank you that it doesn’t matter when 
these words were written or read. They stand the test of time and they are universally true for all time 
because you are true and good for all time. Thank you, God, that you are the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow (Hebrews 13:8).” 

• Pray that we would remember that we are not alone, but that we have brothers and sisters throughout 
history who wrestled with similar spiritual issues and “tasted and seen that God is good” (Psalm 34:8). 

• As we looked at the past and saw how Union with Christ was integral throughout the ages, let us pray in 
hope, knowing that the Father has “blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” 
(Ephesians 1:3). 

• Pray that we would know what it means to participate in Christ’s life and commune with Him in deep, 
personal, and profound ways - and not just to gain cognitive knowledge about Him. 

• Pray that we would see more and more how God’s glory and our highest joy fuel one another (pg. 107).  
 
 


