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Passage for Discussion: 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 

 Over the last two weeks we have discussed why we must believe in resurrection: it is the 
only true answer to death; if there is no resurrection, then Jesus wasn’t raised, and we are left in our 
sins. We also looked at how Jesus’ resurrection saves us: that in his death our sin was taken care of, 
it was paid for, we were ransomed; and that his resurrection is both the sign that his death was 
efficacious, and the promise that we too will be raised. This final week we will look at what 
resurrection is, and draw some implications.  

For Paul, Jesus’ resurrection is the template, the model for our own. Resurrection, then, 
means life in a body, not life as a disembodied being. Jesus had hands, feet, limbs after his 
resurrection. He ate food (John 21). A resurrected body is not any less tangible, less real than our 
bodies. In fact, if we follow Paul’s argument in 1 Corinthians 15, we might say that a resurrected 
body is more real than our present ones. To borrow a phrase from one writer, we might say the 
resurrected body is “transphysical.” It is our body, transformed. Paul, in v35-49 uses the analogy of 
a seed to the plant, as our present body to our future one. Resurrection is not merely resuscitation; 
resurrection is transformation. Our bodies will be changed, as Paul describes in vv. 51 and 
following. We will put on imperishability; we will put on immortality.  

But why is that important? Why isn’t it enough to simply say, “we will be with God,” without 
holding so tightly and arguing so stringently for physical, bodily resurrection?  

First, because the Bible itself argues for physical bodily resurrection. We see this in 1 
Corinthians 15, 2 Corinthians 4 & 5. In Romans 8:11 Paul states: “He who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies.”  

Second, because it corresponds with the Bible’s emphasis on the goodness of creation. In 
Genesis 1-2 God created the world good. As C.S. Lewis states in Mere Christianity, “God likes matter. 
He created it… it is no good to be more spiritual than God.” Throughout the story of the Old 
Testament, God interacts with humans, in the physical world. The story of the world is not God’s 
rescue of his people from the prison of the evil world, but rather God’s restoration of his people in 
the midst of the world for the sake of the world. Paul, in Romans 8, says this of creation:  

 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.  For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:19-23). 

 

Creation is waiting for restoration, not destruction; rescue, not release. And our bodies will 
be redeemed, not left behind. In Revelation 21 we see that the story of the Bible ends, not with 
humans rising up into heaven, but with God coming to earth, to live with his people.  

Third, in the incarnation we have the greatest affirmation of creation and the physical nature 
of the world. Jesus had a real body. God took on flesh (John 1:14). He partook of humanity in every 
way, except for sin.  

Fourth, Jesus was raised with a physical body. A transformed physical body, absolutely. But a 
physical one all the same. More than that, Jesus still has a physical body. He ascended into heaven in 
his body (Acts 1). He is standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55), and from there he is making 
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intercession for us, which he is able to do because he shares in our flesh and blood (Hebrews 2:14-
18). Nowhere in scripture is the idea that Jesus sheds his body, his flesh. It is his forever. And if we 
are to be raised just as he is, we will be raised with bodies - transformed bodies - but bodies 
nonetheless.  

The doctrine of bodily resurrection has some significant implications, not only for our future, 
but for our present. First, if God loves matter, if physicality is good, then it make a difference what 
we do with our bodies. This is actually the basis of Paul’s arguments in 1 Corinthians 6. Second, it 
affirms the importance of what we do in this life. Notice how 1 Corinthians 15 ends in verse 58: 
“Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast… knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
not in vain.” What is the ‘therefore’ there for? Since resurrection is true, your work here, on this 
world, at this time, is not fruitless. Third, God cares about the physical world. This world is not a 
sinking ship. Caring for it is not polishing the brass on the Titanic. There is great value in caring for 
the environment. Fourth, it provides the foundation for what we see continually in Scripture – the 
importance of caring for people’s physical needs. Fifth, and finally, it gives us a hint that our future 
is much bigger than we think it is. Often the picture of life after death is one of disembodied souls 
floating on clouds, playing harps. Or we think we become angels. This leads many people to repeat 
this oft-heard phrase: “I want Jesus to return, but I want to do this (fill in the blank) first.” 
Resurrection is the denial of all such qualifications; it is the affirmation that just as God will 
transform our bodies into something glorious, so too will he transform life itself into something too 
great for words. 

Questions for Discussion: 

Opening Discussion: 
1. What do you picture life after death to be like? What do you hope life will be like in the new heavens 

and new earth?  
 
Looking at the Bible: 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-41. What will our resurrected body be like? What is the continuity and 
discontinuity between our present body and our resurrected one?  

3. Read 1 Corinthians 15:42-49. How is Jesus’ resurrection a template for ours? Thinking of the 
resurrection stories in the Gospels (Matt 28; Luke 24; John 20 and 21), what was Jesus’ resurrected 
body like?  

4. Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58. What is the ‘therefore’ there for in verse 58? Why can we be steadfast? 
How do we know that our work is not in vain? What is the connection between v. 58 and vv. 50-57? 

 
Looking at Our Hearts: 

1. Read Genesis 1:31; John 1:14; Revelation 21:1-4. What is God’s attitude toward the physical universe 
in each of these verses? How do these verses help us understand the significance of bodily 
resurrection? Why isn’t it enough to simply say, “we will be with God?” 

2. As an example of applying the resurrection to our everyday lives, read 1 Corinthians 6:14-20. How 
does Paul connect what we do with our bodies to the resurrection? What implications does the 
resurrection have for our relationships? For our sex lives?  

3. If the Bible overwhelmingly affirms the resurrection of the body, and the goodness of the physical 
world, what implications are there for our everyday lives? How does it affect how we treat others? 
How we care for the world? For the way we take care of our bodies? 

 


