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Passage for Discussion: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; 50-58. 

 Last week we saw that the Corinthians were denying physical resurrection in part because of 
the influence of their culture, which despised physical things in favor of spiritual things. But Paul 
takes them to task, because the problem with the world is not its physicality, but that death has 
corrupted it. We see this at the end of 1 Corinthians 15. “Flesh and blood does cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable” (1 Corinthians 15:50). The 
problem with flesh and blood is not its physical nature (remember Paul’s emphasis on Jesus’ bodily 
resurrection), but because it is perishable, it is mortal. Death is our enemy. But Paul goes deeper. 
Death is our enemy, yes, but death is only here because sin is here. We see this in verse 56: “The 
sting of death is sin.”  
 For us to be saved, then, our Hero must deal with sin as well as the outworking of sin into the 
world, which is death. Which is precisely how Paul articulates it in Romans 4: “Jesus our Lord, who 
was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification” (4:24-25). How did Jesus deal 
with sin and its effects? The Bible gives us several pictures of how Jesus accomplished victory over 
sin and death. Jesus is the perfect lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world – a 
substitutionary sacrifice (John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7). Jesus paid the price of our ransom (Mark 
10:45; 1 Corinthians 6:19). Jesus satisfied the demands of God’s justice (Romans 3:21-26). Jesus 
took the effects of the curse for us (Galatians 3:13). Jesus was our representative, the Second Adam, 
who was faithful where Adam and all his offspring were faithless (Romans 5:12-20; Hebrews 4:15; 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28). And Jesus, through his death, defeated death, sin, and the devil (Hebrews 
2:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:56).  
 If this is what Jesus’ death accomplished, why was he raised? What did the resurrection 
accomplish? Why does Paul speak about Jesus’ resurrection being the source of our justification 
(Romans 4:25)? Jesus’ resurrection was the definitive declaration that redemption had been 
accomplished – he was “declared to be the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead” 
(Romans 1:4). Jesus’ resurrection is the basis of our hope (1 Peter 1:3; 1 Corinthians 15:19). Peter 
and Paul, in their sermons in Acts, emphasized the resurrection as the sign that Jesus really was 
who he claimed to be. More than that, Jesus, in his resurrection, is the firstborn of the dead, the 
firstfruits – the first one to experience the reversal of the effects of the fall, and the sure promise 
that we will be raised as well (Colossians 1:18; Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22).  
 But the victory of Jesus has not been fully realized. That’s the point of 1 Corinthians 15:25: 
“For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.” Jesus’ resurrection was the 
beginning of his exaltation, which will come to completion when Jesus returns in judgment. (Acts 
17:31; Philippians 2:9-11). This judgment will be good news for us: the Judge is our Redeemer, and 
if Christ is for us, who can say anything against us? But in this judgment, we have the assurance that 
all of his and our enemies will be fully and finally defeated – that the Devil, Death, and the Grave will 
be destroyed (Revelation 20).  
 This is our consolation: that despite the many ways that death works its way into our lives, it 
has been defeated, and has lost its sting. Jesus, our great Hero, has tasted death for us so that we can 
be free from its power. So we can face death with confidence, not because it is any less our enemy, 
but that it is an enemy that no longer has lasting power over us. As John Donne wrote in his Holy 
Sonnet 10: “Death, be not proud, though some have called thee/ Mighty and dreadful, for thou are 
not so; / For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow /Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou 
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kill me./ One short sleep past, we wake eternally,/ And death shall be no more, Death, thou shalt 
die.” 

Questions for Discussion: 

Opening Discussion: 
1. If archaeologists were to discover Jesus’ tomb and his body, and were able prove beyond 

doubt that it was his, would that affect your faith? Why or why not? 
 
Looking at the Bible: 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58.  Why did Jesus have to die? What did his death and 
resurrection accomplish?  

3. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-28. Jesus is pictured here as the Second Adam, who succeeded 
where Adam failed, and brings us life because of it. What are some other biblical pictures of 
how Jesus’ death saves us? (See discussion above, second paragraph for other examples). How 
do these pictures or aspects of salvation help us appreciate more fully what Jesus has 
accomplished? 

4. If Jesus, by his death and resurrection, defeated death and sin, why do we still die? Why is 
death still in the world (see 15:25 and the summary above for help)? 

5. Read Romans 4:24-25 and 1 Corinthians 15:20-22. Why is Jesus’ death not enough to save 
us? Why is his resurrection necessary?  

 
Looking at Our Hearts 

6. It is said that some Christians are more “Good Friday Christians” (focusing on their sin and 
the need for Jesus’ atoning work) and others are more “Easter Morning Christians” (focusing 
on Jesus’ triumph over sin and the victory that is and will be ours).  What about you: do you 
think of your life more in terms of Jesus’ death or in terms of his resurrection?  
Acknowledging that both are true, which do you need to emphasize more? 

7. Read Colossians 3:1-4. What does Paul mean, “You have been raised with Christ?” What are 
the benefits, both now and future, of being raised with Christ? 

8. What are practical evidences in your life that you believe in the resurrection?  To ask it 
another way, what is something you have done recently only because of the reality and hope 
of the resurrection?  What does it look like for this group to more and more live like we 
believe the resurrection is true? 

 


