
	  

How to Use the Community Group Discussion Guides 
	  
Every week we send out the Community Group Questions. This is a short guide to help you use them to the best 
effect in your group. 
 
First, know that this is a tool. It is meant to help you facilitate discussion. Use as little or as much of it as you need. 
You are not required to cover everything; in fact, you can’t!  
 
Second, we encourage you to send these out to your group each week so that they can prepare (if they want) and 
have them to look back on it. 
 
There are five main sections: Worship, the Sermon Overview, the Passage for Discussion, the Questions for 
Discussion, and Prayer 
 

(1) Worship:  
A responsive passage, worship songs, a Psalm, or other ideas are in this section for groups to use during their 
time of worship. 

 
(2) Sermon Overview: 
This section summarizes the main ideas from Sunday. It is meant to give a quick overview to jog people’s 
memory of the sermon. Feel free to spend your time here if people have a lot of questions or a lot to say about 
the sermon. 
 
(3) Passage for Discussion:  
This section connects the main ideas from the sermon to a related Bible passage. We have this every week so 
that people have their Bibles open in front of them as the source for answers and are learning to read the 
Bible. The questions that follow provide guidance as you study the Bible.  
 
(4) Questions for Discussion: 
 
Question of the Week 
We highlight a single guiding question in most of our discussion guides. While answering many questions can 
often be helpful, truly wrestling with one good question generally impacts our hearts in more penetrating ways 
than three or four can. As we all pursue vulnerability and life change in our communities, we encourage you to 
focus a significant portion of your discussion on that week's targeted question. 
 
The remaining questions combine looking at the text with applying it from the text and the sermon. A few 
questions are given, but feel free to follow the discussion where people’s hearts are drawn. That may mean 
focusing on one question we give. Or it may mean asking a question we haven’t provided, but that suits your 
group and the night’s discussion. But always ensure there is a salient point that can be drawn from the 
discussion at the end of the night (what people can walk away chewing on). 
 
(5) Praying for One Other 
This section gives some suggestions to help focus your prayer time. Prayer in groups often stays at a surface 
level (pray for my sick aunt, etc.) Use this section to help people ask for prayer for themselves, in ways that 
are drawn from the weekly discussion and gets to the heart. For example, many people pray for their 
circumstances (pray for my situation at work) without getting to what’s going on in their heart in the midst of 
that circumstance (pray for me, here’s how I’m responding to this situation at work). 


