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Special Worship Service May 1, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

If your group has not yet completed last week’s “Reflection Week”, please 
go through that special discussion guide this week. 

 
 

Worship: Jesus, With Thy Church Abide 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer

Jesus, with Thy church abide 
Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide 
While on earth her faith is tried 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 
Keep her life and doctrine pure 
Grant her patience to endure 
Trusting in Thy promise sure 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 

May she one in doctrine be 
One in truth and charity 
Winning all to faith in Thee 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 
May she guide the poor and blind 
Seek the lost until she find 
And the brokenhearted bind 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 

 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
The Gospel promises that God’s acceptance of us is based on what Jesus has done, not on the quality of our own 
good works. Hearing this can lead to the false assumption that there’s nothing left for us to do. God calls us to 
worship. Isaiah 1:17 describes the devotion that God desires from us: “Learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead for the widow’s cause.” 
 
What does it mean to seek justice? Justice is care for the vulnerable. Our God is “Father to the fatherless, a 
Defender of widows” (Psalm 68:4-5). We should be concerned about the vulnerable because God is concerned for 
them. That means we are to make personal sacrifices to serve these people: widows and orphans, immigrants and 
refugees, and the poor and homeless. If to care for them is to seek justice, then neglecting these people isn’t merely a 
lack of mercy, but a violation of justice. 
 
It’s important to note that justice includes generosity. Justice isn’t just the punishment of wrongdoing. The 
Bible insists that it is also helping the needy. We often attempt to separate the two, saying to help the vulnerable is 
charity, not justice. Yet “charity” describes a good but optional activity – a view that doesn’t fit with the teachings of 
the Bible, where gifts to the poor are called “acts of righteousness” (Matthew 6:1-2). Not giving generously is 
therefore unrighteousness and a violation of God’s law. Scripture shows us that radical generosity is one of the 
marks of living justly. And so we must seek to do justice by giving all human beings their due as beloved creations 
of God. 
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 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

How might God be calling you to reach out to those experiencing homelessness? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) What were your main takeaways from Saturday/Sunday’s service? What stood out to you? 
 

2) Turn to Scripture together: Isaiah 1:17, Psalm 68:4-5, Micah 6:8, 1 John 3:17-18, 2 Corinthians 8:9.   
o How does it impact your understanding of God to know He’s “Father to the fatherless” and 

“Defender of widows”? 
o Do you see caring for the poor and marginalized more as an act of justice or more as an act of 

compassion? Why? What comes to mind when you think of doing justice? 
 

3) Guiding Question: On a given night, 45,000 people in Los Angeles County sleep without shelter. At the 
same time, the homelessness count in both the city and county have increased by 12% in the last two years. 
How might God be calling you to reach out to those experiencing homelessness? 

o How is He calling your group? What about you individually? 
o What hurdles or preconceived notions might you have to overcome to build this kind of outreach 

into your lifestyle? 
 

4) Consider different ways your group can do this outreach together: 
o You can schedule a prayer walk together, in which you all pray for your region and break up into 

smaller groups to introduce yourselves to various people without shelter, giving them the kits and 
offering to pray for them. 

o You can ask each person to hand out their ten kits over the next 4-8 weeks and check back to hear 
more about people’s experiences and what stories they’ve learned from the people they’ve 
introduced themselves to. 

o But there’s no one size fits all! How is God calling your community to build on this weekend? 
 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Pray that we would see how needy and powerless we are to save ourselves; that we need the just King who 
became poor to save us (Isaiah 61:8) 

• Pray that these attributes would be central in our minds and hearts: Father to the fatherless, Defender of 
the widows (Psalm 68:5), Protector of the poor (Psalm 12:5), Rescuer of the poor and fatherless (Job 29:12), 
Provider for the poor (Psalm 68:10), and Refuge for the poor (Isaiah 25:4). 

• Pray that out of an overflow of Christ’s love and sacrifice for us (2 Corinthians 8:9), we would have the 
strength to love those in need around us. 

• Pray that relationships would be built with those experiencing homelessness in our neighborhoods. Pray 
that we would have the ability and willingness to engage them well. 


