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* R E F L E C T I O N  W E E K * 

COMMUNITY DISCUSSING COMMUNITY 
April 24, 2016 

 
“You shall love your crooked neighbor.  With your crooked heart.” 

-W.H Auden 

 

Worship: O Love That Will Not Let Me Go by George Matheson 
 

VERSE 1 

O Love that will not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give Thee back the life I owe, 

That in Thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 

 

VERSE 2 

O Light that follows all my way, 

I yield my flickering touch to thee; 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, 

That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 

VERSE 3 

O Joy that sleekest me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

And feel the promise is not vain; 

The morn shall tearless be. 

 

VERSE 4 

O Cross that liftest up my hear; 

I dare not ask to fly from thee; 

I lay in dust life’s glory dead; 

And from the ground there blossoms red 

Life that shall endless be. 

Icebreaker 
  

If a movie was made of your life, what celebrity would play your role? 

 

Introduction 
(Read this together as a group) 

 Whenever a builder is working on a house, he will continually take a step back to see how the home is 

coming together.  To get lost in the details is to lose perspective on the building of the whole house.  This 

week, we are going to take a step back and take a look at the whole house.  What are we building with our 

communities?  How is it coming together?  Are there changes that we want to make? 

 This year and going forward, we are moving Reflection Week to the end of the spring semester, to look 

back on the first half of 2016 and to dream together for the second half of the year.  Each time that we pause 

for Reflection Week, we look at this “house” from a different angle or perspective.  This year, our perspective is 

“Role”. 

 In 1 Peter 4, Peter exhorts us to love one another deeply (v. 8), to offer hospitality to everyone without 

grumbling (v. 9) and to use our gifts to serve others.  Everyone has their own unique gifts and we are 

encouraged to serve one another with those gifts to glorify God.  But what does that look like?  Many of us 

enter small groups, or other communities with sincerity and earnestness, but often without a clear sense of 

purpose.  In the midst of life’s complicated demands, we overlook the basic questions: What is our vision for 

this community?  And what role can I play to help us get there?  This week, we are taking a timeout to look at 

Peter’s exhortations and consider these central questions as we dream together for the rest of 2016. 

 But before you dive into that discussion, we ask you to take a few minutes to look back and reflect on 

your group experience this year through a survey.  If s/he hasn’t already, your leader is going to forward you a 

link to this survey for you to take on your phone—yes, right now.  It will take less than 10 minutes, and will 

serve two purposes: 
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1) Help you reflect before your group dives into this discussion together with some (hopefully) 

thought-provoking questions, and 

2) Provide tremendously helpful feedback to Community staff, coaches, and leaders, as we 

continually seek new ways to serve and lead you better. 

As this helps us serve you better, our strong hope is it will help you better serve and love one another as well.   

 

The link to the survey is 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pcccgla 

 

 (Note: Your group will be listed by your new regional group name. Please refer to the CG map as a reference: 

http://pacificcrossroads.org/community-group-map/ ) 

 

Passage for Discussion: I Peter 4:8-11 
8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.  9Show hospitality to one 

another without grumbling.  10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 

God’s varied grace; 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by 

the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  To 

him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Guiding Question of the Week 
 

What role can you play to serve this community? 

 

Questions for Discussion 
1. What initially strikes you about Peter’s exhortation? 

 

2. Looking at v. 8, what do you think it means to say “love covers a multitude of sins” regarding our 

relationships with one another?  What does that practically look like in your life? 

o What do you think it means to be “good stewards of God’s varied grace”? 

o How can we practically show “hospitality to one another” in this group? 

 

3. Guiding Question:  In vs. 10 through 11, Peter reminds us that God has given each of us gifts so that 

we can serve each other (also see I Cor. 12:1-11).  How has God gifted you?  How can you use those 

gifts to serve others? To serve this group? 

o As you look back on the last semester, what role did you play in serving this community?  And 

what role do you want to take on for the next semester? 

o What would prevent you from carrying this role well? 

o What is one hope you have for this community in the coming semester? 

 

4. This Saturday, April 30th and Sunday May 1st, we are having a special worship service surrounding 

the topic of homelessness.  After the short worship service, we will be assembling kits to give to our 

homeless neighbors. 

o Do we want to use these kits as a group to serve our neighborhood?  If so, how can we 

encourage each other to give them out?  

 

Praying Together 
o Pray for the special worship service on April 30th and May 1st that we would be equipped to serve 

people experiencing homelessness in our neighborhoods. 

o Pray that we would show grace and compassion towards others in need. 
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