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The Rock of Faith April 17, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Psalm 18:1-6,25-30 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer

1 I love you, O Lord, my strength. 
2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,      
     my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,      
     my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,      
     and I am saved from my enemies. 
4 The cords of death encompassed me;      
     the torrents of destruction assailed me; 
5 the cords of Sheol entangled me;      
     the snares of death confronted me. 
6 In my distress I called upon the Lord;      
     to my God I cried for help.  
From his temple he heard my voice,      
     and my cry to him reached his ears. 

25 With the merciful you show yourself merciful;      
     with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 
26 with the purified you show yourself pure;      
     and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. 
27 For you save a humble people,      
     but the haughty eyes you bring down. 
28 For it is you who light my lamp;      
     the Lord my God lightens my darkness. 
29 For by you I can run against a troop,      
     and by my God I can leap over a wall. 
30 This God—his way is perfect;      
     the word of the Lord proves true;      
     he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.

 
Icebreaker 

 

Describe a time when you were “put to the test”. 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 17:1-7 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read the passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
In Exodus 17, the people of God have been led into the desert. They have found Rephidim (meaning a “resting 
place”), yet they are dying of thirst. And so again, they doubt. They quarrel with Moses, which he says is actually 
them testing God. What does it mean to test God? It’s trying to force God to action, so His presence is revealed. We 
do the same when we ask, “God, if you only… then I’ll…”  But by doing so, we make whatever we’re asking for more 
important than God. And how strong is our faith (confidence that God will come through) if it’s reliant on such 
demonstrations? To love God first and above all else means we have found in Him what only He can provide: rest. 
 
Moses says not only are they testing God, they’re putting Him on trial! What is the Israelites’ real complaint? From 
the Red Sea to the pillars of cloud and fire that now lead them, these are believers with tangible evidence of God. 
Yet they still ask for His presence. They’re not doubting God’s existence; they’re doubting God’s goodness and care. 
When we’ve found enough evidence to the contrary, we too ask if God is truly benevolent toward us. Though lament 
and sadness are healthy feelings, our grumbling can devolve into joyless accusation and a dangerous form of 
atheism where we deny God’s presence and goodness in our particular lives. It’s not living as if God theoretically 
exists; it’s living as if we are not God’s beloved children. 
 
Thank God for the Bible, for through it, God reveals His true character. Our God is a God of justice, and here, 
rather than allowing the doubters deserving of His judgment to incur any penalty, God stands in their place. Every 
other religion depicts a god who judges us as we deserve, yet here is One who stands in place of the accused and the 
penalty is inflicted. This wasn’t the last time God stood trial in man’s place. In John 7:37-38, Jesus stood in the 
temple and said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has 
said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” As Exodus 17 foreshadows, Jesus is the rock that was struck 
to give us life (1 Cor. 10:4). 
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None of us wants to be someone who grumbles and whines – even if we feel entitled to sometimes. We yearn to be 
joyful with rivers of living water flowing from our lives. But how does that happen? The Israelites lacked a proper 
fear of the Lord. This isn’t fearing judgment; He’s already borne that for us entirely. Fear of the Lord is a due sense 
of God’s holiness, justice, and sovereign power alongside an awareness of our own sinfulness, guilt and finitude. It is 
to live in humble awareness of our constant need of the mercy of God. Fear of the Lord grants us true rest (Ps 25:12-
14). We no longer feel entitled to complain; instead we live in humble gratitude for all God has already given us.  
 
 

 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Do you fear the LORD? How do you know? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) Read Exodus 17:1-7.  What jumps out to you about this story? 
o How does this story compare with Exodus 16:1-4? 
o Do you think their complaints are valid? Why or why not? 

 
2) Look at verse 2. Can you think of ways you put God to the test, explicitly or implicitly? What might that 

look like?  
o In what ways do you test God in your life? (“I’ll trust you when…”, “I’ll believe you if…”, “If you do 

this for me, then…”) 
 

3) Guiding Question: In his sermon, Rankin defined fear of the LORD as a “sense of His holiness, justice, 
and sovereign power alongside a sense of our finitude, guilt, and sinfulness.” Do you fear the LORD? How 
do you know? (cf. Proverbs 1:7) 

o What does it even mean to fear the LORD? How could it impact your life? 
o What are some ways to cultivate a healthy fear of the LORD? (cf. Ps 65:5-8, 4:4, 8:1-4) 
o What is the significance of God telling Moses that He will stand before him and to strike the rock 

(Ex. 17:6, 1 Cor 10:4)? 
 

4) This Saturday, April 23rd is our CG New Leader Training. Who are two people in this group who can attend 
the training and prayerfully consider helping lead aspects of the group? 

 
New Leader Training 

Saturday, April 23rd: 9:30am – 1:30pm 
http://pacificcrossroads.org/new-leader-training/ 

Note: Attending does not commit you to leading, but if you are interested in leading a group this is the necessary first step. 
 
 

**Important Announcement: Next week is Reflection Week, which means each Community Group will engage in a 
special study and take a quick survey on their Community Group experience. 

 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Pray that we would be a people marked by kindness, joy, fear of the Lord, and living faith. 
• Pray that we would anchor our faith in God our Rock (Deut 32:4) and not in our fickle hearts or 

circumstances. 
• Pray that we would find “Rephidim” (resting place) in Christ alone. 


