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A Tale of Two Sons: Act Two April 3, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Psalm 103 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

      and all that is within me, 

      bless his holy name! 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

      and forget not all his benefits, 

3 who forgives all your iniquity, 

      who heals all your diseases, 

4 who redeems your life from the pit, 

      who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 

5 who satisfies you with good 

      so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

6 The Lord works righteousness 

      and justice for all who are oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses, 

      his acts to the people of Israel. 

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

      slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9 He will not always chide, 

      nor will he keep his anger forever. 

10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

      nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

      so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

12 as far as the east is from the west, 

      so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

13 As a father shows compassion to his children, 

      so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 

14 For he knows our frame; 

      he remembers that we are dust. 

15 As for man, his days are like grass; 

      he flourishes like a flower of the field; 

16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 

      and its place knows it no more. 

17 But the steadfast love of the Lord 

     is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, 

      and his righteousness to children's children, 

18 to those who keep his covenant 

      and remember to do his commandments. 

19 The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, 

      and his kingdom rules over all. 

20 Bless the Lord, O you his angels, 

      you mighty ones who do his word, 

      obeying the voice of his word! 

21 Bless the Lord, all his hosts, 

      his ministers, who do his will! 

22 Bless the Lord, all his works, 

      in all places of his dominion.  Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

 

Icebreaker 
 

When you were a kid, were you more likely to do your own thing or follow the rules? How has that translated into 

adulthood? 

 

Text for Discussion: Luke 15:20-32 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read the passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

Is being God’s child precious to you? Through this parable’s younger son, we learned that all we need to know about 

living life as a follower of Jesus begins and ends in the embrace of the Father. It can be so difficult to bear God’s 

loving embrace – especially when we feel unworthy of it. But to ever truly feel like we belong there, we must come to 

the end of ourselves and relinquish control of our lives. 

 

But this loving embrace infuriates the older brother. (His little brother has done nothing to deserve it!) Yet again, 

the father bears a son’s shame, humbling himself to lovingly confront a lost child. Both sons are lost, though in 

vastly different ways. The younger thought happiness was found by fulfilling his selfish desires; the older sought 

happiness by playing by the rules as he was supposed to do. Both desire their father’s benefits at the cost of 

relationship with him. Though most of us haven’t bottomed out and none of us is always dutiful, the seeds of both 

sons are in us all. Either direction, we find ourselves lost. 
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While the younger son blew it yet ends up at the party, the dutiful son ends the story on the outside, looking in. 

Why? He’s not missing his father’s love in spite of his goodness but because of it. His virtue keeps him out, angry 

because he feels his goodness makes him more worthy of loving acceptance. And so he remains outside, standing in 

judgment over his little brother and his father’s mercy. 

 

If we’re honest, we treat God this way too. By living to a certain standard, we feel entitled and deserving of God’s 

favor. In the midst of our best efforts and perceived goodness, we lose sight of the truth that we all are lost and in 

need of a savior. We don’t get lost because our best efforts have failed us but because we even believed they could 

save us in the first place.  

 

Jesus is warning us how perilously lost the older brother – and therefore we – can be. We too are angry when life 

doesn’t go the way we want. In living a (mostly) good life, we expect one in return. And when someone less 

deserving is rewarded, we become embittered, blinded that we do the right things for the wrong reasons. We too are 

anxious, deeply insecure because we’ve taken on the obligation of proving ourselves worthy of God’s love. We can 

therefore only be as happy as our recent performance allows. We too are judgmental. If our identity isn’t resting in 

the Father’s grace, we must justify our lives by comparing them to those around us. We lose the compassion that 

such comparisons stifle. We can hardly be merciful to others when we see ourselves as more deserving of mercy. 

 

The story ends with a question: What will happen to the older brother? Will we in the same position accept just how 

lost we really are? The reality for us is that we have an older brother in Jesus who isn’t ashamed to welcome us 

home as brothers and sisters at His own expense. Realizing the lengths Jesus went for us turns us from the dutiful 

older brother into an obedient disciple. Why we obey God shifts. Free from anxiety and anger and insecurity, we can 

love our Father and delight in being His precious children. 

 

 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Is being God’s child precious to you? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1) Read Luke 15:20-32. This is a familiar story, but has anything over these last two weeks struck you as new? 

o In what ways can you relate to the elder brother? 

o What does it look like to be like the elder brother in today’s culture? 

 

2) Consider the elder brother’s response in verse 28. What does your relationship with God look like when He’s 

not giving you what you want? 

 

3) Guiding Question: Is being God’s child precious to you? 

o How do you respond to this extravagance of grace in others’ lives or in your own life? 

o How can we create a community of beloved children, rather than elder brothers? How do those two 

types of communities functionally look different? 

 

4) What is your motivation for obeying God? How do you know? 

o What could it look like for you to live your life more fully in the embrace of the Father? 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Read verse 20 again. Praise God for His relentless, loving pursuit of us. Pray for continually growing 

gratitude for that embrace. 

 Pray for freedom and that our lives would be lived out of the freedom and joy that grace brings. 

 Pray for this community, that we would know how to extend this grace to those around us. 


