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* H   E      I   S      R   I   S   E   N * 

C E L E B R A T I N G   E A S T E R   T O G E T H E R 
March 27, 2016 

 

To encounter Christ together 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 

Icebreaker 
  

Describe a time when someone showed great generosity to you when you didn’t expect it. 

 

Text for Discussion: Luke 15:1-24 
  

Turn in your Bibles and read this passage aloud together. 

 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary – “A Tale of Two Sons: Act 1” 
 
Jesus is risen! What a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the overwhelming love of God as shown in Luke 15. The story 

remains powerful today because we all can find ourselves in it, regardless of our background. Often called “The Parable of 

the Prodigal Son”, Jesus tells us it is a story of two sons. Two different crowds gathered with Jesus that day: the 

universally despised and moral failures on one side who correspond with the younger son, and the moral and devout 

meant to see themselves in the older. The latter group was upset with Jesus for how acceptant He was of sinners, worried 

He was corrupting God’s commands and the purity of His people. And so Jesus told this story: 
 
A son approaches his father with the audacity to ask for his share of the wealth he would inherit when his father dies. 

More shocking than the request is the father’s response. He liquidates half of what he owns and gives the money to his 

son. This first scene gives us a picture of what it means to be lost; it’s the desire to live apart from our Father and direct 

our own lives. The son departs for distant lands and squanders his inheritance. In search of happiness on his own terms, 

all he finds is misery, as far away from his father as he could possibly be. The son decides to return home, if only to 

become his father’s servant. “While he was still a long way off,” his father runs to embrace him, taking the son’s disgrace 

upon himself. The father responds to his son’s confession as God responds to ours. God is not ashamed to welcome us home 

and cover our sins, honoring us and calling us His children.  
 
There are three common reactions to this story. Some identify with the son, feeling unworthy and therefore disqualified 

from the loving embrace of our Father. For this group, Luke 15:20 offers some of the most beautiful words in the Bible. 

God is running toward us with compassionate love. Others see this story as too good to be true. But Jesus asks us to trust 

Him and the promises of this story, for there is nothing conventional about the love of God for lost people. A final group is 

confused or upset by this story, finding the father’s forgiveness inappropriate and unjust.  
 
Most of us are in this third group. We see bits of ourselves in both sons but generally regard ourselves as good people. We 

don’t feel the need for a savior or for God in our lives, believing our choices define us and lead to our happiness. Yet Jesus 

say this is exactly what makes us lost, leaving us anxious and fearful. We run from God to get control of our lives. Blinded 

by our own efforts to live a good life, we’ve never surrendered to the Father’s love and are lost because we don’t see 

ourselves as beloved children.  
 
How can we be found and transformed by this story? Like the son, instead of getting what we deserve, we must receive 

and accept the opposite: our Father’s grace. This can so difficult to accept because it requires us to admit how much we 

need it – the painful vulnerability of renouncing our self-sufficiency and our proud hearts – because grace is the gift we 

can never pay back. 
 
We all need to hear that God is willing to embrace us, no matter what we’ve done. We never move on from this gospel of 

grace. To be found is to receive God’s embrace, and to live out of that embrace is what changes us. The only status that 

matters is our proximity to our Father. Faith is our response to God’s initiating love, surrendering to it over and over until 
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we gradually feel like we belong there. What therefore transforms us is living in that embrace, entering into the joy of our 

Heavenly Father... and hugging back. 

 

Instructions for Leaders 
  

This week, we are doing something different. Rather than structure most of the night around a discussion, 

we’re going to leave more space to meditate, to worship, and to cherish the beauty of Christ’s resurrection and 

its implications for our lives today. Feel free to edit the following sections in ways that can help your group. 

You may also want to think about how to create an environment for reflection – seating, lights, music in the 

background, etc. 

 

Our Situation Apart from the Father (5 minutes) 

 

 Read the following verses and interact with the question below: 

 

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among 

whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” – Eph. 2:1-4 

 

“And the son said to him ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.  I am no longer worthy to be 
called you son.” –Luke 15: 21 

 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” –Rom. 3:23 

 

“As it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned 
aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” –Rom. 3: 10-11 

 

 Do you identify with the prodigal son?  In what ways? 

o If you could have all the inheritance from your Heavenly Father but not the Father himself would that 

be enough? 

o What is it about the Father you would miss?   

 

The Father’s Offer (5 minutes) 

 

 Read the following verses out loud and then spend a few minutes in prayer, praising God that Christ has come 

to offer us the gift of divine grace: 

 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him.” – Luke 15:20 

 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” – Eph. 2:4-7 

 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you by his poverty might become rich.”– 2 Cor. 8:9 

 

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will 
quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”—Zeph. 3:17 
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Our Response (10 minutes) 

 

 Read the following verses and interact with the questions below: 

 

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you.” – 

1 Peter 5:6 

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.  He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”—Jesus, John 5:24 

  

“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.”  – Heb. 4:16 

 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone, the new has come.” – 2 Cor. 5:17 
 

 What does it look like to remain in the embrace of the Father while you go out and live your life? 

o What makes it hard to believe God is this good? 

 

Christ’s Victory, Our Opportunity (10 minutes) 

 

 Read the passages below and meditate on them for 3-4 minutes before closing together in prayer. As you 

reflect, consider the beauty and power of the resurrection, as well as what could be standing between you and 

experiencing the power of God’s grace. 

 

“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” – Jesus, Luke 19:10 
 

“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the 
Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as 
they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that 

the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” And 
they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the 
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them 

who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and 

he went home marveling at what had happened.” – Luke 24:1-12 
 

“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”– Rom. 6:4 

 

Worship: Victory by Hillsong 
 

VERSE 1 

Born into the hands of sin 

Crippled by the shame within 

Open heart and restless soul 

I was lost out on the open road 

 

VERSE 2 

Beaten on that bloody day 

On his back a world of pain 

Clinging to that cursed tree 

Jesus bled and died for me 

Jesus bled and died for me 

 

CHORUS 

Victory x2 

Conquered death set me free 

Victory x2 

Jesus alive in me 

Jesus alive in me 

 

VERSE 3 

Three days on the stone gives way 

Ain’t nothing but an empty grave 

Gather all the sinners round 
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Tell them what great love we’ve found 

Tell them what great love we’ve found 

 

CHORUS x2 

 

BRIDGE 

Lead me to the water deep 

In the gracious current I’ll sink 

I will rise dead in my sin 

With Christ in me and I in him x3 

 

CHORUS x2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the 
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” 

 - Luke 24:5-6  
 

 


