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The New City March 13, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Forever Reign by Hillsong 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer

You are good, You are good 

When there’s nothing good in me 

You are love, You are love 

On display for all to see 

You are light, You are light 

When the darkness closes in 

You are hope, You are hope 

You have covered all my sin 

 

You are peace, You are peace 

When my fear is crippling 

You are true, You are true 

Even in my wandering 

You are joy, You are joy 

You’re the reason that I sing 

You are life, You are life 

In You Death has lost its sting 

 

 Chorus  Oh, I’m running to Your arms 

   I’m running to Your arms 

   The riches of Your love 

   Will always be enough 

 Nothing compares to Your embrace 

 Light of the world forever reign 

 

You are more, You are more 

Than my words will ever say 

You are Lord, You are Lord 

All creation will proclaim 

You are here, You are here 

In your presence I’m made whole  

You are God, You are God 

Of all else I’m letting go 

 

Bridge My heart will sing no other Name 

 Jesus, Jesus 
 

Chorus  Oh, I’m running to Your arms 

   I’m running to Your arms 

   The riches of Your love 

   Will always be enough 

   Nothing compares to Your embrace 

   Light of the world forever reign 

 

Icebreaker 
 

What brought you to Los Angeles? 

 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 19:2-8 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read the passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

Exodus 19 is a wonderful passage for understanding the identity and purpose of God’s people. It is the moment 

when the Israelites discover who they really are and therefore who they are called to be. In this text, we find two 

answers to each of these fundamental questions.   

 

What is our true identity? 

We have been borne on eagles’ wings. This picture reminds us of our helplessness. Just like the Israelites in Exodus, 

we have contributed nothing to our salvation except our need of it. God has saved us entirely by grace through the 

death and resurrection of Jesus. He alone carries us out of our bondage of sin (Deut 32:9-11). We can always be 

assured that no matter what peril may surround us, we are covered in the shelter of God’s care. 

 

We are God’s treasured possession. It’s human nature to think we can justify our lives and earn God’s favor by 

obeying Him. But God has already saved us, meaning His love doesn’t depend on our response to Him. What then is 

the purpose of God’s law if it isn’t a means of salvation? Through the law, God is showing us what delights His 
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heart. While everything belongs to God, we are His most cherished creation (Ex 19:5). Knowing this, we can see our 

obedience as how to enjoy living into our identity and purpose as God’s beloved children. 

 

What is our God-given purpose? 

We are a kingdom of priests. We belong to the King as His adopted children; we are royalty! As priests, we are 

called to represent God to the people of the world and direct people to God. With joy, we can share the beauty of 

Jesus and how every life is better with Christ at the center of it (Matt 5:14). This has always been God’s plan. The 

Lord told Abraham, “All peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Gen 12:3), and this remains our purpose 

today. We are a kingdom of servant priests. 

 

We are a holy nation. We can see holiness as a good thing when we recognize we’ve already been set apart by God’s 

grace and given a responsibility to strive to live a life pleasing to God. Redeemed through Christ’s sacrifice, we are 

called to walk in a manner worthy of our high calling – to live as strangers in the world so that the world might not 

be strangers to the Gospel. As a distinctive community in Los Angeles, we stand apart from our city for the sake of 

the city.  

 

Jesus received all the curses we deserved for breaking our covenant with God so that we could receive all the 

blessings God promises. We don’t have to be afraid anymore. Therefore, “let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water” 

(Heb 10:22). 

 

 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

How do you respond to being God’s treasured possession partially on the basis of obeying His voice and 

keeping His covenant?   

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1) Read Exodus 19:2-8. What strikes you? What might be new to you? 

o What does the image of being borne on eagles’ wings tell us about our true condition? 

 

2) Guiding Question: Look at Ex 19:5, how do you respond to being God’s treasured possession partially on the 

basis of obeying His voice and keeping His covenant (Eph 2:8-10, James 2:14-17)?  What do you think that 

means? 

o To what degree are you striving to keep God’s covenant? What about in the areas in which you 

disagree with Him (Ex 19:4)? 

o Does God’s law feel burdensome or freeing? Why? 

 

3) In Ex 19:6 God calls us a kingdom of priests. How do you react to that statement?   

o How can you be a priest in your daily life? In your workplace? With your friends? With the people 

around you? With strangers (Ex 23:9, Heb 13:2)? 

 

4) Knowing that a “city on a hill” (Matt 5:14) is plural and “you” is plural, what is our call as a community to 

renew Los Angeles socially, spiritually, and culturally? 

o Who are the three people who you are praying for during the 3-3-2 campaign? (Three people you 

can pray for, for three minutes a day, for two weeks.)  

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Pray for these three people that God has placed on your heart, that they would feel a need for God and have 

an openness toward Him (Eph 2:1-2), that God would reach into their lives and show Himself to them (Eph 

2:4-5), and that God would bring deliverance, healing, and freedom for them (Eph 2:6-9). 

 Pray Heb 9:10 and Heb 10:22 over yourself and the group; that we would draw near to God, knowing that 

our hearts are sprinkled with His blood. 

 


