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A Story to Tell March 6, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Glorious Ruins by Joel Houston & Matt Crocker 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer

When the mountains fall 
And the tempest roars 
You are with me 
When creation folds 
Still my soul will soar on Your mercy 
 
I’ll walk through the fire 
With my head lifted high 
And my spirit revived in Your story 
And I’ll look to the cross 
As my failure is lost 
In the light of Your glorious grace 
  
 
 

Chorus Let the ruins come to life 
 In the beauty of Your Name 
 Rising up from the ashes 
 God forever You reign 
 And my soul will find refuge 
 In the shadow of Your wings 
 I will love You forever 
 And forever I’ll sing 
  
When the world caves in 
Still my hope will cling to Your promise 
Where my courage ends 
Let my heart find strength 
In Your presence 

Icebreaker 
 

Do you have a story that your family likes to tell and has passed down from generation to generation? 
 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 12:17-27 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read these passages aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
Early Christianity’s explosive growth was largely accomplished by informal missionaries – regular Christians who 
told their story to people around them. Becoming a Christian means having our imagination captured and reshaped 
by a new story – the Jesus story. This becomes who we are, and God wants this story to be told. Even in this Exodus 
story, we see God encourage His people to regularly pause and remember their deliverance. Now, we have the 
opportunity to share as well – to share our stories and how Jesus has and is delivering us. 
 
It’s bonding and a privilege to share. And people who are exploring who Jesus is appreciate and welcome hearing 
others’ real encounters with Him.  
 
We have a glorious inheritance in Christ. In Ephesians 1, Paul prays that we would understand the hope, riches, 
and power we already have. Articulating our stories helps us to better do this. And as we appreciate God’s blessing 
in our own lives, we can be happy for God’s blessings on other people. 
 
So why don’t we share our stories? Many of us fear rejection or ridicule, feeling our culture isn’t friendly to 
Christianity. Others of us feel intimidated or inadequate to share, that we don’t have a great story to tell. But what 
if those fears weren’t there? What if someone genuinely wanted to hear our story? Are we prepared to tell it?  
 
How should we tell our story? There are two different approaches: a Gospel Conversion story focuses on how we 
came to trust and follow Christ – how we first understood and experienced God’s deliverance. A Gospel Life 
Story isn’t just about how we become Christians; it’s also how we continue to live as Christians. 
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As we reflect on our narrative, we’ll find there are many ways to tell it: the many ways we struggle with sin, the 
many ways we encounter Christ, and the many ways we are changed. But all of these stories will have a similar 
framework. First, consider an area of brokenness or sin. Then, consider how Jesus saved you. Ask why Jesus 
became precious to you. And finally, consider what changed. Give examples of how Jesus made a difference in your 
life. Learning to tell your story will be a process. It’s not easy if you haven’t done it before. And that’s okay. Use 
these tips to help cultivate your story:  
 
Tell yourself your story. Take some time to recognize what God has done for you. Remember, this is God’s story.  
Tell your story to a friend. Start with someone you feel safe to tell it to. The more you tell it, the sharper the story 
will become and the more comfortable you will be. 
Pray. This is an integral part of our preparation, both for us and those God will allow us to share with. 
Be open to opportunities, and when you see them, tell your story! 
 

 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

How would you like to incorporate storytelling into this group? Into your own life? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) Read Exodus 12:17-27. What strikes you? What was the purpose of this commemoration? 
o What’s a personal story someone’s told you that’s had a profound impact on you?  

 
2) Guiding Question: Storytelling was central in the Israelites’ lives. How would you like to incorporate 

storytelling into this group? Into your own life? 
o Note that many of our CGs set aside time for one person to share their story. Some set aside a 

whole meeting a month. Others set aside 20-25 minutes during a meeting. Is there someone who 
would like to share tonight? What about next week? Refer to the CG Resources page for a guide on 
how to share your story: pacificcrossroads.org/cgresources 

 
3) What aspects of your story could be most important for other people to hear? With Christians? What about 

with non-Christians? 
o Are there specific fears that keep you from sharing your story? 
o Turn to Acts 22:15. Does it have an impact on your fears to know you are only called to be a 

witness? 
 

4) Who will be the three people you pray for and share your faith with during the 3-3-3 campaign? (Three 
people you can pray for, for three minutes a day, for three weeks).  

o Take a couple moments of silence, if necessary, to consider who these people might be. 
 
Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Pray for these three people that God has placed on your heart, that they would feel a need for God and have 
an openness toward Him (Eph 2:1-2), that God would reach into their lives and show Himself to them (Eph 
2:4-5), and that God would bring deliverance, healing, and freedom for them (Eph 2:6-9). 

• Pray that we would be a people who celebrate quickly and remember vividly what God has done and is 
continuing to do in our lives (Joshua 4:20-24). 
 


