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The Lifeblood of Faith February 28, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Had It Not Been the Lord by Leonard E. Smith, Jr. 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer

Verse 1  

Had it not been the Lord who was on our side 

Had it not been the Lord who was on our side 

The anger of the enemy would have swallowed us alive 

Had it not been the Lord who was on our side 

 

Chorus 

Blessed be the Lord who would not give us up 

Blessed be the Lord for His unfailing love 

The snare is broken and we have escaped 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

Oh blessed be the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

Verse 2  

Had it not been the Lord who was on our side 

Had it not been the Lord who was on our side  

The water would have engulfed us 

We would have surely died 

Had it not been the Lord who was on our side  

 

Chorus x2 

Blessed be the Lord who would not give us up 

Blessed be the Lord for His unfailing love 

The snare is broken and we have escaped 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

Oh blessed be the Lord! 

 
 

 

Icebreaker 
 

Where do you fall in the birth order in your family? What are the pros and cons? 

 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 11:1-6; 12:1-30 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read these passages aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

If we don’t test our faith by confronting difficult passages of the Bible, then we will be unprepared when hardship 

strikes. By digging into stories like Passover, we will be more confident in God when difficult times come, knowing 

our faith can bear close scrutiny. But first, we must understand why passages like this are so troubling for us. 

 

The Presumption of Innocence – The basis for so many complaints about God is an assumption that He does not 

deal justly with us. Yet God doesn’t owe us anything but justice. We are all guilty people who stand under His 

judgment, owed nothing but death. This sounds so harsh to us today. But we’ll never understand the Bible or 

ourselves until we understand sin. Sin isn’t simply the commission of awful crimes; it is loving anything more than 

we love God. By that definition, we are all guilty. We love the good things God gave us more than we love the Giver 

– so much so that we’ve come to believe we are entitled to happiness. We think only people who do terrible things 

deserve judgment, therefore presuming our own innocence. But we need not fear. “God did not send His Son into the 

world to judge it, but so that the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:17) because we all are in need of a 

savior. 

 

The Presumption of Autonomy – We believe it’s our right to decide our own concept of existence and meaning as 

well as to judge everything – even God, as if He would be subject to our preferences about Him. Our hope is that in 

believing in ourselves, we will no longer need God. But to do so is self-defeating and enslaving because by doing so, 

we forfeit all grounds to fight for anything greater than ourselves. We give up our capacity for conviction. This 

presumption of individual autonomy is a myth because God created us to live in community – with Him and with 
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each other. God made us to know we could only find ourselves by giving ourselves to something greater than 

ourselves. 

 

What are some strategies for reading difficult passages of the Bible? First, interpret difficult passages in the light of 

the larger story. To read them as isolated events is unfair as it removes their context. Second, the Jesus story is the 

context that makes sense of every story in the Bible. Reading about Passover, we’re confronted with how dreadful 

judgment is. But the story also shows us that (contrary to our presumption of innocence) judgment is a reality for all 

not under the blood of the lamb. Israel is no less guilty than Egypt; only by the mercy of God were they passed over. 

Forgiveness costs. We know that even today. The Israelites knew they could either pay their own debt – that’s 

justice – or someone could pay that debt for us – that’s mercy. And what does John the Baptist say when he sees 

Jesus? “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). We owe God, but God doesn’t 

give us justice. He demonstrates His love to us by giving Himself for us… and then asks us to love Him because He 

has loved us first.  If you died tonight, are you sure you would go to heaven? 

 

 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

If you died tonight, are you sure you would go to heaven?  How do you know? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1) Read the selected passages. What strikes you? What might be new to you? 

o How do you usually respond to difficult passages in the Bible? Skip it? Ignore it? Sugarcoat it? 

 

2) Guiding Question: If you died tonight, would you go to heaven?  How do you know? Why do you believe 

that? (cf. Phil 2:12) 

o To what degree do you believe you are guilty? 

o Do you believe God’s judgment is just? Why or why not? 

 

3) Have you elevated your own subjective preferences and opinions to determine what is true?  If so, how? (cf. 

Ex. 5:2) 

o How do we combat such inclinations? 

o How can we help each other interpret our lives through the Gospel? 

o How does this passage help you see the purpose for Jesus’ death and shed blood? (cf. Jn. 1:29) 

 

        4) Leaders: Please note that your CG names based on your geographic area are due this week.  What are you  

             going to name your group?        

 Please send your name changes to grace@pacificcrossroads.org by the end of this week (Friday, March 4). 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Pray that we would put our trust and faith in the blood of Jesus (cf. Eph. 1:7, 1 Peter 1:9). 

 Give thanks to God for His mercy that we have been forgiven and rescued from His judgment. (cf. Ex. 12:26-

27, Jn. 1:29) 
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