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Why Should I Obey the Lord?  February 21, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Psalm 72  

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

  
1 Give the king your justice, O God, 

   and your righteousness to the royal son! 
2 May he judge your people with righteousness, 

   and your poor with justice! 
3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

   and the hills, in righteousness! 
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

  give deliverance to the children of the needy, 

  and crush the oppressor! 
5 May they fear you while the sun endures, 

   and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

  like showers that water the earth! 
7 In his days may the righteous flourish, 

  and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

  and from the River to the ends of the earth! 
9 May desert tribes bow down before him, 

  and his enemies lick the dust! 
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands   

    render him tribute;   

    may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 
11 May all kings fall down before him, 

   all nations serve him! 
 

 

12 For he delivers the needy when he calls, 

      the poor and him who has no helper. 
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, 

      and saves the lives of the needy. 
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life, 

      and precious is their blood in his sight. 
15 Long may he live; 

      may gold of Sheba be given to him!   

May prayer be made for him continually, 

      and blessings invoked for him all the day! 
16 May there be abundance of grain in the land; 

      on the tops of the mountains may it wave; 

      may its fruit be like Lebanon; 

  and may people blossom in the cities 

      like the grass of the field! 
17 May his name endure forever, 

      his fame continue as long as the sun! 

May people be blessed in him, 

      all nations call him blessed! 
18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

      who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

      may the whole earth be filled with his glory!  Amen and Amen! 
20 The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended. 
 

 

Icebreaker 
 

Would you rather have a lot of control and be unhappy or have very little control but be happy? Why? 

 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 5:1-2; 7:17; 9:14-16; 10:21-23, 27-29 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read these passages aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

What do the plagues of Exodus teach us about God and the life of faith? Like Pharaoh (Ex 5:2), it’s easy to read of 

them and ask, “Who is God and why should we obey Him?” The plagues were a means – for Egypt, Israel and even 

us today – to see that the Lord is all-powerful (Ex 8:10) and deserves our worship. Why does God alone deserve our 

worship? 

 

God alone is king. The plagues weren’t random. They were carefully chosen to expose the emptiness of Egypt’s 

entire religious system. Though Pharaoh believed in many gods, the Lord proved his divine power over all. As Psalm 

72:11 proclaims: “May all kings fall down before Him, all nations serve Him.” 

 

God alone is wise. If wisdom is skill in living well, then God knows best how we should live. The plagues were an 

unraveling of God’s creation; they remind us that He rules over creation and sustains it. When we don’t listen to 
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God or honor Him, we are unleashing chaos over our lives. When we go against our maker, we are going against 

what we were made for. God’s call to obedience doesn’t oppress us. It frees our lives to flourish as God intends them 

to be lived. 

 

When we go against the moral order of the universe, it hardens the very center from which we think and feel and 

act. The heart of who we are becomes stubborn and calloused to God. This is what happened to Pharaoh, and it can 

happen to us if we keep refusing to obey God. By not obeying Him and persisting in our willfulness, we disintegrate 

our lives. God allows us to see the consequences of going our own way, so that we might in turn surrender to Him. 

 

Though God’s wisdom and kingship prove God deserves our worship, we need to be convinced that He alone is worth 

it – that His way for our lives is better. And He is because God alone is a merciful judge. The plagues are a 

judgment against the evils of oppression and slavery, but their whole point is the salvation of the world. Through 

the redemption of the Hebrew people (Ex 9:14), God wants all of humanity to know He alone can deliver us from an 

oppressor far worse than Egypt and a slavery even deeper.  

 

God alone deserves our worship because He alone brings salvation through judgment. Just as in Exodus, Christ’s 

crucifixion showed the power of sin to deconstruct creation. But on the cross, God’s righteous judgment for the 

entire world fell on Jesus alone. As creator and judge, God mercifully bore the judgment meant for us, so that we 

might find new life in Him. 

 

The Lord asks us (Ex 10:3), “How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me?” And so we must ask ourselves: 

Are we willing to do what Pharaoh was not and believe and obey and worship our God? 

 

 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Why should you obey the Lord? What happens when your desires conflict with God’s design for your life? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1) Read the selected passages. What strikes you? What might be new to you? 

o Consider Exodus 5:2. How do you respond to this idea that God calls all people to obey Him? (cf. Ps 

72:11, Jn 14:6, Mk 10:17-22). 

o Do you agree with this idea that disobedience to God unleashes chaos in your life? Why or why not? 

 

2) Guiding Question: Turn to Luke 9:23-24 and John 14:15. Why should you obey the Lord? What happens 

when your desires conflict with God’s design for your life? 

o When are you most prone to doubt God’s design for your life?  

 

3) Consider Hebrews 10:24-25. Obedience and growth require community and accountability. Are you willing 

to let someone hold you accountable in your pursuit and obedience to Christ? What about the men or women 

in this group? 

o If you are willing to move towards accountability, break up into men and women and discuss what 

each person would like to be held accountable towards. Break up into those same groups next week 

or in the future to check-in. 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Pray for God’s light to shine in the darkness (cf. Jn 1:5, Jn 8:12). 

 Pray for one another, that we would long to obey God fully and joyfully (Jn 14:23, Ps 119:105). 

 


