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Moses and More Questions of Bold Faith  February 7, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Psalm 73 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 

1 Truly God is good to Israel, 
     to those who are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, 
     my steps had nearly  slipped. 
3 For I was envious of the arrogant 
     when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
4 For they have no pangs until death;  
     their bodies are fat and sleek. 
5 They are not in trouble as others are;  
     they are not stricken like the rest of mankind. 
6 Therefore pride is their necklace;  
     violence covers them as a garment. 
7 Their eyes swell out through fatness;  
     their hearts overflow with follies. 
8 They scoff and speak with malice;  
     loftily they threaten oppression. 
9 They set their mouths against the heavens,  
     and their tongue struts through the earth. 
10 Therefore his people turn back to them,  
     and find no fault in them. 
11 And they say, “How can God know?  
     Is there knowledge in the Most High?” 
12 Behold, these are the wicked;  
     always at ease, they increase in riches. 
13 All in vain have I kept my heart clean 
     and washed my hands in innocence. 
14 For all the day long I have been stricken 
     and rebuked every morning. 
15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,”  

     I would have betrayed the generation of your children. 
16 But when I thought how to understand this,  
     it seemed to me a wearisome task, 
17 until I went into the sanctuary of God;  
     then I discerned their end. 
18 Truly you set them in slippery places;  
     you make them fall to ruin. 
19 How they are destroyed in a moment,  
     swept away utterly by terrors! 
20 Like a dream when one awakes,  
     O Lord, when you rouse yourself,  
     you despise them as phantoms. 
21 When my soul was embittered,  
     when I was pricked in heart, 
22 I was brutish and ignorant;  
     I was like a beast toward you. 
23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you;  
     you hold my right hand. 
24 You guide me with your counsel,  
     and afterward you will receive me to glory. 
25 Whom have I in heaven but you?  
     And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail,  
    but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
27 For behold, those who are far from you shall perish;  
     you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 
28 But for me it is good to be near God;  
     I have made the Lord God my refuge,  
     that I may tell of all your works. 

 

Icebreaker 
 

What is your typical reaction when someone makes a promise to you? Trust? Cynicism? Just wait and see? 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 4:10-13; 5:22-6:9 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read this passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
Faith is confidence grounded in the reality of Christ, seeing our lives rooted in Him and what He has done. No 
longer our own deliverers, we stand on the solid ground of Christ’s assurance. Yet sometimes, we will do 
exactly what God asks of us... and God doesn’t seem to fulfill His promises. What are we to do? What are the 
marks of true faith? 
 
> A willingness to engage God in our confusion and fears. Moses turns to God (Ex. 5:22) in his confusion and 
wrestles with Him. We might consider this unfaithful, yet the Bible is full of lament, protest, and complaint. 
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Because God is Lord of all, nothing is out of bounds in our conversations with Him. So, we must question if the 
reason we don’t speak to God like this is actually the shallowness of our own faith. 
 
 

> Turning away from ourselves and toward God. The Lord addresses Moses’ doubts and fears – not by 
answering his questions – but by pointing Moses away from himself and back toward God. As countercultural 
as it is, we too must look outside of ourselves to find peace. 
 

> Confidence that God will fulfill His promises… and understanding we will have to wait. Like Moses, we live 
between God’s promises and the present, not knowing when they will come to pass, and like Moses, we need 
this time of waiting to be strengthened in our faith and trust in God. 
 

> The need for constant, repeated assurances from God. Throughout Exodus 4-6, God assures Moses again 
and again. Why does God need to repeat Himself? Because we constantly forget and doubt!  
 

> Placing confidence in God’s faithfulness, not in our experience of it.The presence of God is not the same as 
the sense of His presence. Sensing God’s presence is a gift we should be grateful for when it comes, but we 
shouldn’t rely on it.  
 
These marks of true faith are the evidence of faith being grown in us as we learn to ground our lives in Christ. 
We are learning to be nothing –that our own abilities are not capable of saving us – so that God can become 
everything. And here in these low places, God reminds us of His presence and character: liberator, redeemer, 
Father, generous and giving, and faithful to His promises (Ex. 6:6-8). Three observations: 
 
1) Obeying God sometimes can result in seemingly worse situations. God wants us to trust Him. In God’s eyes, 
success is faithfulness, not our presumed rewards for being faithful. 
 

2) Asking God to give us a sign that He will fulfill His promises ignores what God has already done for us in 
Christ. We wish for a visible sign of God’s faithfulness, but we need only to look to the cross to find our 
assurance that God has already done all that He promises in Exodus 6.  
 

3) Don’t be so hard on yourself in your failures. Our faithlessness does not nullify God’s faithfulness. The Bible 
says “If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

How do you define success? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) Read Exodus 4:10-13; 5:22-6:9. What strikes you about Moses’ interactions with God? 
o How does it compare with your own prayers to God? What does it look like for you to “wrestle with 

God”? 
 

2) Look at Ex. 4:10-13. What concerns do you still have about doing God’s will or following His lead? How do 
you think God reacts or responds to your reservations? 

 
3) Guiding Question: Look again at Ex. 5:22-23. Moses is frustrated that his obedience doesn’t seem to be 

leading to success. How do you define success?  
o To what degree are you willing to leave the results of obedience in God’s hands? 

 
4) In your own walk with God, which has more of an impact on your ability to trust Him: (a) Past acts of God? 

(b) Present circumstances? (c) Future promises? Why? 
o How can we as a community remind each other of the Lord’s character when we are dealing with 

difficult circumstances? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Praise God that we can approach Him openly and without reservation (cf. Psalm 13). 
• Pray for one another, that we would each see success more and more as tied to obedience (cf. 2 John 1:6, 1 

Sam. 15:22, Ex. 19:5).  


