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Love is (Not) All You Need  February 14, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Love the Lord by Lincoln Brewster  

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

Love the Lord 

 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

 

I will serve the lord with all my heart, 

 

 

 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

 

I will serve the Lord with all my heart, 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

 

I will serve the lord with all my heart, 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

 

With all your soul, 

With all your mind, 

And with all your strength 

 

I will love you, 

I will praise you, 

I will serve you, 

I will trust you. 
 

 

Icebreaker 
 

What is your favorite love song? 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 20:1-4; Matthew 22:37-38 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read this passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

The 10 Commandments are God’s answer to what human flourishing is intended to look like. So what does it mean 

that the first two are essentially the same? “I am the Lord your God… You shall have no other gods.” If God is the 

only god, why make this distinction? Because there is such a thing as false gods of our own making that hold real 

power over us. What do these imagined idols look like? They are anything that captures our heart more than God. 

We all have our idols. And for most of us, the biggest of these is love. Why is love such a powerful counterfeit god? 

 

We rely on romantic love to give our lives meaning and significance. A transcendent void exists in our lives. If we 

don’t allow God to fill it, we will seek fulfillment elsewhere. For many of us, the answer is romantic love. But when 

we do this, the expectations placed on those we love are beyond the bounds anyone could live up to. No relationship 

can bear that burden, and we’ll be left jaded and afraid of commitment. 

 

All we do, we do for love. More than that, we are in love with love. We yearn to love and be loved. It is the seed for 

all our actions – both the good and the bad. 
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Romantic love is so tempting because it’s so good. Sin isn’t the violation of God’s code; it’s the distortion of love –

 loving the wrong things or even loving the right things in the wrong way. Romantic love has become an idol; we 

yearn for a spouse (whether we’re married or not) who will provide the things only God is able to. We’re in danger of 

marriage becoming a rival idol, drawing our hearts away from God. 

 

Why does God command us to love Him first? Why does Jesus repeat this, saying it’s the most important thing in 

our lives? Being God, God knows He is the highest good and therefore central to our human flourishing. To ask us to 

be satisfied with anything less would be allowing those He loves (us!) to settle for less than what is best for us. God 

is commanding us to love Him because He alone is worth our heart.  

 

We know we can trust our loving Father because through Christ, God has done everything necessary to save us 

from the slavery of serving any god but Him. It is from our security of being in Christ that God commands us. Grace 

comes first, so His commandments are expressions of His love, not conditions of it. 

 

Our hearts are not wrong to believe the greatest thing is to love and be loved. But our hearts forget there is only one 

love that will never die. When we know that God is the source of this true unending love, we’ll want to turn away 

from our counterfeit gods and return to the One who loved us first and completely. 

 

 Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

What do you believe is God’s motivation behind the first two commandments? 

 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1) Read Exodus 20:1-4. What strikes you about the first two commandments? 

o Are there good things in your life that you elevate above God? What does it fulfill for you?  In what 

ways is it lacking? 

o Does the command to worship God alone feel liberating or restricting? 

 

2) Guiding Question: What do you believe is God’s motivation behind the first two commandments? 

o How does it make you feel that God makes worship of himself central to human flourishing? (Matt. 

4:9, Psalm 95:6, Psalm 100) 
 

3) Whose love do you crave the most?  In what ways has it taken an inordinate place in your life? 

o As a single or married person, how/where do you see idolatry creeping into your relationships? 

o Do you trust that God’s way is the way to the good and beautiful life? 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Praise God that He loves us and His love will never die (1 Cor. 13:8, Rom. 5:8, Heb. 13:5, Jer. 31:3). 

 Pray for one another, that we would worship God solely. (cf. Matt 22:7, Rev. 15:7). 

 


