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What Does the LORD Require of You?  January 31, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
thy head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
so weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting place,  
and he has made me glad. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink, and live." 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
"I am this dark world's light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, 
and all thy day be bright." 
I looked to Jesus, and I found  
in him my Star, my Sun; 
and in that light of life I'll walk 
till traveling days are done.

 

Icebreaker 
 

Describe a season in your life when you felt a great sense of purpose. 
 

Text for Discussion: Haggai 1:1-9 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read this passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
Jesus calls His body the temple, the one in whom God’s glory resides (Matt 12:6, John 12:9), the meeting place 
of Heaven and earth. The book of Haggai shows we are called to be the Body of Christ, the church. Why 
doesn’t this message grab our hearts and capture our imagination? Because we have a distorted view of the 
church: 
 
> We think of the church as a place, existing to meet our needs and serve our preferences. It becomes merely a 
volunteer organization we can always move on from if we don’t receive what we came there for. 
 
> Gospel reductionism. We reduce the Gospel to the benefits it brings us as beneficiaries of God’s grace rather 
than what we were saved for: to be God’s witnesses. 
 
> A division between the things of God and the things of our lives. 
 
What is God’s view of the church? To the biblical writers, the church is a people (not a place) who have been 
called to be sent out as witnesses, calling others to the abundant life in Christ. There is church because there 
is mission, not vice versa. What does this look like? 
 
(1) The church and the mission of God become the narrative by which we make sense of our experiences and 
prioritize all the other parts of our lives. The Bible doesn’t say we will be citizens of Heaven one day; it says 
we are citizens of Heaven now. Each person we encounter can be seen for what they truly are: spiritual beings 
and children of God. And we have been given the opportunity to engage them as such. Our hearts unite 
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around building God’s kingdom. A weight is lifted from all our self-imposed expectations, and our lives become 
an adventure. We’re not bringing Jesus to the world; we’re joining in what Jesus is already doing! 
 
(2) This new mindset changes how we invest our resources. Is God’s kingdom our highest priority? If so, does 
how we invest our time and money reflect this? When we are asked to serve or volunteer, do we see it as doing 
the church a favor? Or are we learning to trust the Lord when he tells us that the only way to find 
contentment is by serving beyond ourselves? 
 
(3) What would it look like for us as a community to live missionally? We must come to primarily identify 
ourselves as witnesses, wherever we find ourselves. Many of us need to hear Haggai 1:4 and hear God calling 
us out of our comfort. Jesus gives us His Spirit and sends us out that we might work with and for Him. And 
because of the gospel of grace, we no longer work for approval; we work from it. This truth can embolden us to 
live as God’s beloved witnesses. 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

What is the cost of God becoming your highest priority? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1) Read Haggai 1:1-9. What’s your first reaction to this text? Does it encourage you or discourage you? 
o After 18 years of starts and stops in rebuilding the temple since returning from Exile, “this house 

lies in ruins” (v 4). Why do you think that is? 
 

2) Look at verses 5 and 6. Does the way you invest your time and money reflect that God is your highest 
priority? Why or why not? 

o What does it look like for God to be your highest priority? 
 

3) Guiding Question: Consider verse 8. What is the cost of God becoming your highest priority?  
o Are you willing to take on that cost? How much do you believe that you would be glad you did? 

 
4) Does your view of the church line up with God’s view of the church? How do you know? (Cf. 1 Cor. 12:12-13, 

Heb. 10:19-25, Acts 2:42-47, Eph. 4:1-16, 1 Pet. 2:1-12) 
o What does it look like to build God’s house through this community? 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Praise God for the opportunity and the privilege to live for Him and be a part of His kingdom-building work 
(Hag. 1:8). 

• Pray for this community, that our lives would become more and more centered on Christ’s priorities as 
opposed to our own (Hag. 1:4). 


