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The Questions of Faith  January 24, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Desert Song by Brooke Fraser 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

 

This is my prayer in the desert 

When all that’s within me feels dry 

This is my prayer in my hunger and need 

My God is the God who provides 

 

This is my prayer in the fire 

In weakness or trial or pain 

There is a faith proved of 

More worth than gold 

So refine me, Lord, through the flame 

 

Chorus I will bring praise 

I will bring praise 

No weapon formed against me 

Shall remain 

I will rejoice, I will declare 

God is my victory and He is here 

 

 

This is my prayer in the battle 

When triumph is still on its way 

I am a conqueror and co-heir with Christ 

So firm on His promise I’ll stand 

 

Chorus 

 

Bridge All of my life in every season 

 You are still God 

 I have a reason to sing 

 I have a reason to worship (2x) 

 

Chorus 

 

This is my prayer in the harvest 

When favor and providence flow 

I know I’m filled to be emptied again 

The seed I’ve received I will sow 

 

Icebreaker 
 

Do you have any nicknames?  If not, what is one word that best describes you? 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 3:1-14 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read this passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

The life of faith is one of moving from fear to freedom (Mark 4:40). Nothing can give us the perfect peace that 

faith does. It is our antidote for fear. Exodus 3 explores what this life looks like and how our faith takes root in 

our most difficult times (Acts 7:30). This wilderness is a place of deprivation and humbling where God can get 

our attention. God draws us here because we continually try to move beyond the bedrock of our faith: 

dependence on Him. 

 
The life of faith is not one of blind compliance. Moses dares to ask God questions, and we are free to do the 

same because our identity is rooted in knowing who God is. Though we live in a culture where autonomy is 

cherished and the way to salvation is a matter of being true to ourselves, this same culture is ever lonelier and 

more afraid and more depressed. If living for ourselves is the answer, then how can this be true? Christianity 

says our identity is found not in who we are, but whose we are.  
 
Who Am I? Just as with Moses, the wilderness is a place to learn humility and a proper understanding that 

we are not what brings worth to our lives, nor can we ever do enough to achieve worthiness. God promises “I 

will be with you” (Ex 3:12) because it is His presence in our life that does. We so often think that if God is 
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calling us, then we’ll be excited about it. If we’re not enthusiastic, then it must not be God. The Bible proves 

quite the opposite. When God calls, people resist, and that wrestling with the call is part of it. The life of faith 

is about engaging with God in those doubts and fears. Faith is not hoping that God sees and cares; it is living 

and acting in the reality that God does. We can therefore answer this question of identity, saying “God, You 

know my name and You are with me, and that is enough.” 
 
Who Are You? What is Moses truly asking? He wants to know if God can accomplish what He promises. We 

say that faith is confidence grounded in reality, and that is exactly what the Lord is telling Moses. “I am 

reality. Faith is confidence grounded in Me, in My character. And My character is unshakeable.” God 

manifests Himself as a burning fire – entirely holy and fully compassionate. He is both without being 

reducible to either, a God who embraces and delivers.  
 
To know who we are, we have to first know who God is. We must know His name; and now we do. Christ is 

both the name and the character of God revealed to us (John 8:28,58). On the cross, God reveals His true 

character as holy and loving. And in Christ, who does God say we are? Forgiven. Loved. Safe. His own. 

 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Are you willing to be nothing so that God can be everything to you?  What does that look like? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
o Read Exodus 3:1-14. What’s your first reaction to this text? 

o According to the passage, who does God say He is? 

o How does God’s identity (who God is) inform and shape your own identity (who you are)? 

 

o Read John 8:58. What is the connection between Jesus’ words in John 8:58 and Exodus 3:1-14? 

o What is the significance of Jesus’ words in John 8:58? 

 

o Guiding Question: Are you willing to be nothing so that God can be everything?  What does that look like? 

o Do you believe God can accomplish what He promises?  If not, what is preventing you from 

believing? 
o Have you experienced being in the wilderness?  What were your thoughts going through the 

process? Coming out of the wilderness, what was revealed about you or God? 
 

o What is your burning bush today: “your case of unmet expectations that bewilder you”? What is God’s 

invitation to you in this? 
o How can we as a community help each other navigate through the wilderness together? 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Praise God for His specific attributes revealed in Exodus 3:1-14.  Remember especially that he is holy, 

gracious, and always present in your life regardless of the circumstances in which you find yourself. 

 Pray for faith to take root in the wilderness at the burning bush. 

 Pray for peace that surpasses all understanding (Phil. 4:7) as you journey through the wilderness. 


