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From Slavery to Worship  January 17, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Before the Throne of God Above by Charitie Lees Smith 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

 

Before the throne of God above, 

I have a strong and perfect plea. 

A great high priest whose name is love 

Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

My name is graven on His hands, 

My name is written on His heart. 

I know that while in heaven He stands 

No tongue can bid me thence depart. (2x)  

 

When Satan tempts me to despair 

And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look and see Him there 

Who made an end to all my sin. 

 

Because the sinless savior died 

My sinful soul is counted free. 

For God the just is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me. (2x)  

 

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! 

My perfect, spotless righteousness, 

The great unchangeable I AM, 

The king of glory and of grace! 

One with Himself I cannot die, 

My soul is purchased by His blood. 

My life is hid with Christ on high, 

With Christ my savior and my God. (2x)

Icebreaker 
 

You’re at home watching a football game. In the post-game interview, the winning quarterback gives the glory to 

God for the win. What is your reaction? 
 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 40:34-38 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read this passage aloud together. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

It’s easy to be interested in the first part of Exodus with its intrigue of plagues and miracles. But this is not the true 

focus of Exodus. The story isn’t just one of deliverance from slavery and how we can be set free. Nor is it about how 

to properly worship and experience God’s presence through His law. The book of Exodus is primarily about the glory 

of God. 

 

We were saved for God’s glory. The Exodus was a display of God’s power and glory just as our exodus – our 

salvation – is a display of God’s glory and grace to the world. We can have confidence that God displays His 

goodness and power through the stories of our lives. As worshippers, we know how beautiful and powerful, how holy 

and faithful God is. True worship delights in God’s beauty and worth.  

 

Service and obedience lead to greater intimacy and worship. We were set free to serve God, and that leads us to 

experience that He is gracious, holy, and near. We find freedom when we serve God – the freedom to be our true 

selves as God intended. It’s not that our obedience earns God’s presence; God doesn’t owe us this. Rather, when we 

disobey God, we diminish our experience of Him and our worship shrivels. When we do obey God, we are better 

positioned to see His glory and more personally experience His presence. 

 

God’s presence continues. The message has always been clear: sinful people cannot enter the presence of a holy God. 

What do we do with that truth? How do we relate with a holy God? We believe that when Jesus died on the cross, 

He took the punishment of our sins in our place. So now we can be forgiven; we can be made holy. The boundary 

between us and God is removed, so we can enter God’s holy presence (Heb 10:19-22). But we don’t just have access 

to God’s presence; we are united to Christ. We are in Christ, and Christ is in us (Cor 3:16). 
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Life can feel like a journey through the wilderness as it was for God’s people in Exodus. But the comfort we have is 

that we are not alone. God is still leading His people. He is still with His people every step of the way. God, by His 

Spirit, now dwells in us, and He is leading us home! 

 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

What’s your motivation for worship? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1. Read Exodus 40:34-38. What’s your first reaction to this text? 

o What does this text tell you about how the Israelites viewed the glory of the LORD? 

o Have you noticeably felt or experienced the presence of God? How would you explain this to 

someone who has not experienced God? 

 

2. Compare and contrast Exodus 40:35 with Hebrews 10:19-22. What do you think it means that we have free 

and full access to God? What impact could that have on your worship? 

 

3. Guiding Question: What’s your motivation for worship? Do you find you are more grateful to God for the 

benefits you receive or for the opportunity to display His goodness and power?  

o How can our motivations for worship be shaped or changed? 
 

4. Throughout the story of Exodus, God repeatedly states, “Let them go that they may serve me” (Ex. 7:16; 8:1, 

20; 9:1, 13; 10:3). In other words, part of worship is obedience. In what ways could your own life be a form of 

praise to God? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Re-read Hebrews 10:19-22 and 1 Corinthians 3:16. Praise God for the incredible opportunity to “draw near 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith.” 

 Pray for everyone in your group, that you would be continually stirred to worship and make much of God 

and that your influence on one another would also stir affections for God. 


