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Moses and the Life of Faith  January 10, 2016 
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Jesus, with Thy Church Abide Words: Thomas B. Pollack 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 

Jesus, with Thy church abide 
Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide 
While on earth her faith is tried 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 
Keep her life and doctrine pure 
Grant her patience to endure 
Trusting in Thy promise sure 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 

May she one in doctrine be 
One in truth and charity 
Winning all to faith in Thee 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 
May she guide the poor and blind 
Seek the lost until she find 
And the brokenhearted bind 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 

 
Icebreaker 

 
Did you set any resolutions for 2016? How are they going so far? 

 

Text for Discussion: Exodus 1:8-2:15 
 

Turn in your Bibles and read this passage aloud together,. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
“Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” (Mark 4:40). Jesus assures us: Faith is the antidote to fear. 
What is faith? Dallas Willard defines it as confidence grounded in reality. It sees the reality of the unseen and acts 
as if what we hope for was already in hand because of God’s reality (Heb 11:27). As we begin our look at the life of 
Moses, we can find three elements of faith in his story to inspire it in our own: 
 
Faith sees God’s invisible hand, especially in difficult circumstances. It can be hard to believe that God overshadows 
those things that overshadow our lives. The same was true in Moses’ life, where things went from bad to worse, yet 
God was not immediately evident. But the Bible tells us God sees and hears our tears (Ex 2:24-25). The reality is 
that even when God seems hidden, He is at work – behind every choice and every circumstance. God works with our 
choices and through them – even our bad choices and through evil things. None of these can thwart God’s will.  
 
God has a definite plan for any pain He allows in our lives. Faith is not blind; it is grounded in the confidence that 
God is working out all things for His good purposes (Ex 4:31). We need not fear. It’s one thing to say on a vast scale 
that God has a plan for us and the world. But faith is not vague or shadowy; it’s personal. It believes God is at work 
in our specific, mundane circumstances. When we grow impatient with His timetable or feel we’ve messed up His 
plans for us, we must remember that we cannot derail God. So when we finally yield our lives to God, this faith will 
deliver us from fear and give us peace. 
 
Faith delights in God’s upside-down kingdom (Ex 1:21). What impresses God are people who fear Him more than 
they fear man. God works through the weak and for the weak to show His strength. God’s grace is for anyone who 
wants it, meaning all we must do is want it. Faith delights in knowing how much we need the grace of Christ to 
strengthen us (Heb 11:24-26).  
 
In conclusion, we can take heart. Any worry we have over a lack of faith is merely an assurance that a seed of faith 
is already planted within us. But how can we find assurance in light of our sins that have enslaved us? It’s only 
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possible if we know God – who gave up His child whom He loved completely so that we might be saved. It is not our 
faith that saves us; it is through our being united to Jesus. Faith is confidence grounded in this reality. And because 
we no longer need to fear God’s judgment (Matt 10:28), what else is there to fear?  
 
Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

What is the greatest desire you have for your Community Group this semester? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1. As you dig into Exodus 1:8-2:15, what strikes you about this story? What is encouraging? What is 
challenging? 

o Fear appears to be central in this story. It drives Pharaoh’s edict, and then Exodus 1:17 mentions 
that the midwives feared God more than Pharaoh. When is fear good? What do you most fear? 

 
2. Read Exodus 2:11-15 and Hebrews 11:24-26. Like Moses, are you willing to turn your back on what you 

once treasured? 
o What would that look like to give those “treasures” up? How can this community play a role in that 

journey? 
 

3.  Guiding Question: What is the greatest desire you have for your Community Group this semester?  
o What growth would you like to see Christ work in you and through your community over the next 

four months? What commitment might that require (Heb. 10:24-25)? 
 

4.  Leaders, please share the document on the Resources page: “Spreading Ownership in Your CG”. 
Turn to Romans 12:1 and 1 Peter 4:10. What role can you take on in your CG this semester?  
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Read Psalm 46:1-2 together. Pray that God’s promise to be our refuge and strength would create a 
foundation upon which our entire lives are built. 

• Pray for your community, that God would work through your group in a profound and meaningful way, that 
each person would experience more of Christ through this community this semester. 


