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The Eight Deadly Thoughts: The Joy of Giving  December 6, 2015  
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: O Love That Will Not Let Me Go by Matheson 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

O Light that follows all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 
O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be.

 
Icebreaker 

Were you given an allowance as a child? How did you earn it and what did you spend it on? 
How did your family’s views on finances affect you? 

 

Text for Discussion: Mark 10:17-27 
 
17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God 
alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from 
my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, he 
went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at his 
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were 
exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is 
impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope” (Rom 15:13). God wants us to abound. But to do so, we need to confront things that threaten to 
suffocate our joy and steal our peace. Money can serve good purposes, yet Jesus talks about it more than any other 
subject. Why? Because it can lead us away from God – choking out His presence in our lives – like nothing else. 

Money is not an evil thing. But when money and the good things it can provide become what we put our trust and 
comfort in, we fall victim to greed, and money becomes our master (Matt 6:24). As the Apostle Paul wrote, “The love 
of money is the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10) and “No greedy person… has any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ 
(Eph 5:5). So how are we to deal with greed and our finances?  

There is only one time that Jesus’ call to discipleship is refused. A young man, who by most standards is very good 
(Mark 10:19-20), asks Jesus “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v17). And rather than answering him, Jesus 
exposes that the young man is enslaved by greed. Being good has nothing to do with being right with God because 
only God is truly and wholly good (v18). Like the young man, we too have no clue how lost we are. For him, his 
greed was so pervasive, nothing less than completely giving up his wealth would cure him. Jesus is asking us to 
imagine our lives with no savings, no net worth – all we have is Him – and to ask ourselves, “Is He alone enough?” 
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We cannot serve two masters. The young man knows this and walks away (v22). Today, we often try to barter with 
God on this point. Maybe He’s not talking to us. And sure, we would be willing to give up our wealth if Jesus really 
wanted us to. (And being willing is all that matters, right?) But as uncomfortable as it is to hear, Jesus tells us that 
it is practically impossible to be doing well financially and to get into the Kingdom (v25). Still we think the story is 
for someone else. Except we cannot avoid how the disciples react. These middle class (at best) men are shocked 
(v26), and wonder aloud “Who then can be saved?” knowing His words are for them too. If this isn’t our reaction to 
Jesus’ teaching, then we must accept that greed has a firm grip on our lives. Greed is not someone else’s problem. 
Money has a power to blind us spiritually – a power so great that anyone who has more than they need will be so 
blinded by it that they cannot be rescued from it without a miracle of God’s intervention (v27). Jesus loves us as He 
loved the rich young man; He wants us to be free and to experience the joy and peace in believing and trusting in 
Him. What money was to the young man, the Father’s presence was for Jesus. And so too can it be for us.  
When we come to know what security we have in Christ as God’s treasured possession (1 Peter 2:9), we can be 
broken of the hypnotic spell money has over us. But to do so, we must give it away. This starts with giving back to 
God. In the Old Testament, God set 10% as a benchmark. In the Gospel, Jesus sets a new, higher standard: life-
altering sacrifice. That means our giving affects our lifestyle. That means we always live beneath our means. We 
must learn to go without some things we want (and can afford) so we can consciously give to others who are in need. 
And as we do this, we will learn to trust God more than our money, for only Jesus can give us true wealth. 
 
Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

What could life-altering, sacrificial giving look like in your life?  

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1. In what ways does this story in Mark 10 resonate with you? 
o How would you respond to the rich young ruler’s question to Jesus in verse 17? 
o Look at verse 21-22. Why would Jesus let this man leave with sorrow when he at first filled Him 

with love? 
o If you had been in the position of the rich young ruler, how would you have responded to Jesus’ 

challenge? What would you do if Jesus asked you to sell everything you had and give the proceeds 
to the poor? 

 
2. Guiding Question: What could life-altering, sacrificial giving look like in your life? 

o What would prevent you from giving in this way? At the same time, what is one aspect of your 
lifestyle you’d be willing to give up to give generously? 

o Is there someone in your life you would allow to hold you accountable financially? What positive 
steps are you willing to commit to that would allow you to more fully trust God and His provision? 

 
3. What would it take to live a radically generous life? 

o Have you ever been the recipient of radical generosity? Cf. 2 Cor. 8:9 
o Read Philippians 3:4-11. How is Paul similar to the rich young ruler? How is he different? What 

changed him? 
 

4. Looking back at this semester, a central question has been whether we have a greater desire for the life 
Jesus offers us or for the life we would choose for ourselves. How do you see growth in addressing this? 
Where do you see struggle? 

o Where have you seen growth in your CG? How has God given to you generously? 
o In what ways would you like to see your community group grow in 2016? What ways can you 

contribute to achieving this? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Read Psalm 4 together and pray that in Christ alone you would find peace and safety. 
• Knowing that God sees us and loves us (Mark 10:21), bring your concerns, anxieties and questions about 

money and greed before the Lord.  
• Praise and thank God for ways he has loved and cared for your community group this semester. 


