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In Search of a City November 29, 2015  
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 

To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 

- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: How Great Thou Art Written by Carl Boberg 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,  

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made;  

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,   

Thy power throughout the universe displayed.  

   

Chorus   

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,   

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! (2x)   

 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,  

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;  

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,   

He bled and died to take away my sin.   

 

Chorus   
  

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,  

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!   

Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,   

And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!”  

  

Chorus

Icebreaker 

What brought you out to Los Angeles? 

  

Text for Discussion: Acts 11:19-26 
 

19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia 

and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus 

and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the 

Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of 

the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he was 

glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full 

of the Holy Spirit and of faith.  And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to 

look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.  For a whole year they met with the church 

and taught a great many people.  And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians. 

 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 

 

What will unify, heal, and change a city for the better? A city like Los Angeles finds itself divided in so many ways – by its 

many neighborhoods, cultures, lifestyles, and income levels – that it’s hard to believe anything could bring it together. The 

ancient city of Antioch offers a case study of how Christ followers can accomplish this. Antioch had unmatched diversity 

for its time, resulting in a fractured population that was tearing itself apart. Yet in the midst of this, followers of Jesus 

moved in and the Word of God spread. Christianity flourished, and the city was unified. Why? And what can this teach us 

about our own city?  

 

1) What we are doing with our lives and where we are living matters. The people who began the Christian movement in 

Antioch remain nameless to us despite it quickly becoming the epicenter for church growth. Why? Because God achieved 

this, doing so through followers who spread His Word – in a location and with vocations that God gave them. “And a great 

number believed.” So, what if where we live now and where we work today is not an accident or a way station on the road 

to where we think we are meant to end up? What if our present circumstances are an opportunity to spread the Word and 

love of God to those who these circumstances put us into contact with? 

 

2) A fragmented city is healed through mutual discovery of good and ultimate things. Antioch was located on the major 

routes of trade and quickly became the second largest city in the world. This resulted in a diverse and fractured population 

whose hostility toward one another eventually required walls to be built within the city to quell the violence. It was 

therefore a shock when men announced that all people (slave or free, male or female, Jew or Greek) are free under the 
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Cross of Jesus. Because they had found something worth worshipping, these people could be unified in a way that 

superseded language, politics and culture. The city had to come up with a new name for this diverse group: Christ people 

(Christians). We didn’t give ourselves this name. No, people watching us did because they didn’t have a category for what 

was happening before their eyes. Only the risen Jesus could unify Antioch. 

 

3) A challenge: What if our community leaned into church planting in our location and vocations? What if God put us in 

our current circumstances for a reason? What if we exist for someone else to flourish – to sacrifice our time, energy, and 

talents for someone else? This is threatening and may even sound like a step backward. It might frighten us, sounding like 

we might be forgotten or nameless. But what if everything that smells like death to our ambitious, achieving souls only 

results in life because the resurrection is true? 

 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Why do you believe God has placed you in Los Angeles? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1. What part of Acts 11:19-26 resonates the most for you? 

o Look at verse 21. How do you react to the fact that nameless people were the primary moving force in 

changing a city?   

o Why do you think the Antioch church was powerful in showing the power of the Gospel? 

 

2. Guiding Question: Why do you believe God has placed you in Los Angeles? 

o Looking at Ephesians 4:11-12, do you see yourself as responsible for the work of ministry?  Why or why 

not? 

o In what ways do your actions and calendars support that conclusion? 

 

3. Seeing that God used nameless people to spread the Gospel (Acts 29: 20) (and can use us too), how can that 

change your outlook on your job and where you live? 

o To what degree are you willing to demote your own comfort and career ambitions for the sake of building 

God’s kingdom?  What would that tangibly look like? 

o In what ways is God calling you to help build a city within a city?  To the neighbors/co-workers around 

you? 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

 Pray for two co-workers or neighbors by name who God has placed in your life. 

 Pray that we would become a community willing to sacrifice our own comfort for the sake of God’s Kingdom. 

 Pray for those who don’t yet know the satisfaction and fulfillment that God can offer. Pray that they would 

encounter Him and that we would share the good news of Jesus with them. 

 

 


