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God’s Long Providence November 8, 2015  
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Psalm 121 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills.      
     From where does my help come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord,      
     who made heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved;      
     he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 Behold, he who keeps Israel      
     will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

 

 

5 The Lord is your keeper;      
     the Lord is your shade on your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day,      
      nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;      
     he will keep your life. 
8 The Lord will keep      
     your going out and your coming in      
     from this time forth and forevermore..

Icebreaker 

Can you share a time when you chose to trust someone after originally disagreeing with their decision or advice? 
  

Text for Discussion: Genesis 45:1-9; 50:15-21 
1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from 
me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, so that the 
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my 
father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 4 So Joseph said 
to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you 
sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 
15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us 
back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this 
command before he died: 17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because 
they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
Nothing is out of God’s control. Nothing. This fact doesn’t nullify terrible events that may occur or absolve us of our 
actions. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ – by grace [we] have been saved” (Eph 2:4-5). But God. For as Romans 8:28 
promises, in the end, “all things work together for good.” It may not feel like it in the moment, and it might take a very 
long time, but this is God’s promise. 

Romans 8:28 is the banner over the story of Joseph, but is it the banner over our story? We can read through these times 
of trial and doubt when it’s just a story, but we can’t rush through it when it’s our story. When it’s our story, it’s easy to 
see this verse as a frustrating platitude. Instead – as we see with Joseph – Romans 8:28 is a journey, because no one 
knows the outcome of this promise in our lives… but God. 
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Are we willing to let God redefine for us what it means to live a good life (“for those who love God”)? We grasp and cling to 
other things to define our lives – to be our ultimate. But God loves us too dearly to allow us to rest in these things. It is the 
goodness of God that He only lets us find true rest in Him. All other options – all other resting places – are only temporary 
and will eventually disappear. “He disciplined us for our good, that we may share in His holiness” (Heb 12:10). 

As part of this conversation, it is also important to ask: Is God more concerned with our holiness or our happiness? For a 
God so concerned with our holiness, He sure does give us a lot to be happy about. Then again, for a God so concerned with 
our happiness, He sure does give us a lot to test and try us. But pitting holiness and happiness against one another is a 
false narrative. As Micah 6:8 promises, “He has told [us] what is good; and what does the Lord require of [us] but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with [our] God?” 

Two takeaways from Joseph’s story: First, it takes time to get Romans 8:28. So we must be patient with God and with 
ourselves. We must learn to hold on to the goodness of God even when all of our circumstances try to convince us the 
opposite is true. Second, part of getting this message is being honest with ourselves before God that we don’t get it. We’re 
so suspicious of God’s grace when we first encounter it that we doubt God is truly good and for us. But God loves us. He 
forgives us. He reassures us. And He will take care of us. 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Are you willing to let God redefine for you what it means to live a good life? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1. As we start to wrap up this story of Joseph, what stood out to you the most? What perhaps struck you as new? 
 

2. For a moment, zoom in on Genesis 45:4-8. How does Joseph’s understanding of God’s providence practically affect 
how he treats others and faces life?  

o Where specifically could you use this same understanding of God to face issues in your life now? 
o In 45:5 and 50:20, Joseph says that God’s purpose for him was to save the lives of others. What 

might that teach us about God’s purposes in our own lives? How could that apply to your life 
specifically?  

 
3. In 50:15-17, Joseph’s brothers lie to Joseph out of fear for their lives and out of fear that he may not provide for 

them. What fears tempt you to compromise your character?  
 

4. Guiding Question: Consider Romans 8:28. Are you willing to let God redefine for you what it means to live a 
good life? Why or why not? 

o How do you define what is good? What differences do you see between what you naturally believe is good 
and what God says is good? What happens when there is a conflict between the two? 

o Consider Genesis 50:20 together. What could it look like to more fully trust God’s purposes in your life?  
 
Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 

• Praise God that Romans 8:28 and Genesis 50:20 are truths that weren’t only true for Joseph and the New 
Testament readers. Praise Him that those are truths that apply to your life now. 

• Continually pray for trust. Pray that we would each be able to take the next step in our relationship with Him, 
that we would be able to trust Him both in His provision in our lives and His guidance for our lives. 


