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What Should I Be Doing?  September 13, 2015  
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Holy, Holy, Holy by Reginald Heber 
(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who was, and is, and evermore shall be. 
 

 
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth, and sky, 
and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
Icebreaker 
 

What is one goal in your life that is challenging and requires time and energy, but is so valuable to you that you pursue it 
anyway? 

 
Text for Discussion: 1 Peter 1:13-16 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be 
brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your 
former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You 
shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 

In August, we began our new series on “Six Human Questions” which we all ask, regardless of our background – 
Who am I? Where am I headed? Am I loved? Each of them helps us to better understand the bigger question of 
“What makes for a fully human life?” This week’s question asks, “What should I be doing?” We lead such busy lives. 
This question may feel almost humorous to ask. But addressing it gets at the heart of what it means to live a life 
that flourishes. The Bible’s answer: Success is daily faithfulness to God – pursuing holiness.  
What is holiness? To be holy means to be set apart completely for God’s purposes, not because something is morally 
spotless, but because it is wholly consecrated to God’s use. In reference to people, holiness means to reflect God’s 
character in all of our ways: God’s goodness and kindness, God’s compassion, His concern for justice and the poor. 
Holiness is expected and even necessary to our salvation. “This is God’s will: that you become holy,” (1 Thes 4:3). It 
is both God’s will for us and His purpose for us – “that we should be holy and blameless before Him” (Eph 1:4). 
And yet, we don’t always pursue holiness. It is like broccoli for most of us. We may know we’re supposed to want it, 
but many of us don’t. Not really. We see it as undesirable – something negative, restrictive and prudish. We feel it’s 
unnecessary because of what Jesus has done for us. We believe holiness is unattainable, that pursuing it will only 
lead to failure. But holiness is not an optional, extra part of faith reserved for saints. It is God’s expectation for all 
His people (Ex 19:4-6). “Be holy, for I am holy,” (Lev 11:44). We fail to see that the most beautiful thing about God is 
His holiness. Holiness means becoming more and more like Jesus, who lived the most human, free, beautiful and 
holy life that has ever been lived. But we will never want it until we are convinced the call to be holy is not a 
burden, but a means to set us free and lead us to joy. So how can holiness become a reality for us? 

Union with Christ is the anchor of holiness (1 Cor 1:30, 6:11). Christ is our redemption and our holiness. He has 
already joined His life to ours, irrevocably and fully (Heb 6:19). Our holiness is therefore bound with Christ’s. We 
can have confidence that our holiness does not fall with our failures or rise with our successes. We are rooted in 
Christ. We are safe; we are secure in Him. 
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The gift of holiness through our Union with Christ doesn’t make its pursuit unnecessary, though. Union with Christ 
is also the engine of our holiness. We are declared holy that we might become so (Eph 4:15, 2 Peter 3:18). And Jesus 
empowers us to achieve it; His presence and power dwells within us. And it is His Holy Spirit who makes the call to 
holiness achievable and beautiful rather than oppressive or impossible.  
We can therefore “become what we are”. God isn’t asking us to make up some deficit. We don’t obey from a deficit 
but out of fullness (1 John 3:3, Phil 3:12). As Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth, we are made holy in Christ 
and yet called to be saints (1 Cor 1:2). Even though these people dealt with debilitating and persistent sin, Paul 
calls them saints. We are called to become what we are! God is making us beautiful, and He is committed to us over 
the course of the whole journey. 
So how can Union with Christ also help us in the daily pursuit of holiness? (1) Union with Christ helps us in our 
daily battle with sin. We can remember what we have become by grace as a constant defense against slipping back 
into what we were by nature. (2) Union with Christ won’t let us rest in our sin, for how could the Holy One rest 
within us as long as we rest in sin? (3) Union with Christ won’t let us despair when we fall. We are in Christ; we are 
full… now we must live in that fullness! So when we fall, we do not despair, for we are not cast down in shame. 
Don’t slander Christ by doubting His faithfulness just because we aren’t faithful. God is faithful to us each and 
every day. The call and purpose of being holy is therefore not a bar to live up to, but an ennobling compliment to live 
into. We are saints! 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Do you see the call to holiness as God’s call to a beautiful and full life? Or does it feel like a 
straitjacket? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1. What initially strikes you about this call to holiness in 1 Peter? 

 
2. Guiding Question: Do you see the call to holiness as God’s call to a beautiful and full life? Or does it feel 

like a straitjacket? 
 

3. Do you want to be holy (v15)? What about in areas where God’s guidance conflicts with your desires (v14)? 
o Are you currently pursuing holiness? What does that look like? 
o What could it look like for this community to pursue holiness together? 

 
4. As we start a new semester, what goal or vision does this group want to pursue together? What 

commitment might that require? What role will you play in that this semester? 
(Leaders: You can use the document “Spreading Ownership in your CG” from the Resources page.) 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Together read 1 Corinthians 1:30 and 6:11, as well as Hebrews 10:10. Praise God that Christ is your 
redemption, that he is your holiness. 

• Pray together for the vision of your Community Group. Pray that God would give you the grace and the 
ability to pursue that vision together in a profound and meaningful way. 


