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How Do You Know If You’re Saved?  May 17, 2015  
 

To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: O Love That Will Not Let Me Go by George Matheson 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 

O Light that follows all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 

O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 

 
Icebreaker 
 

Looking at your closest friendships, when and how did you know you truly knew one another? 
 

Text for Discussion: John 14:15-23, Matthew 7:21,23 
15“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
Him nor knows Him. You know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I 
will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you also 
will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21Whomever has My 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will 
love him and manifest Myself to him.” 22Judas [not Iscariot] said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest 
Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My 
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” 
21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in Heaven. 23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me.” 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 

In Matthew 7, Jesus doesn’t simply say “I never called you,” or “I never loved you.” He says, “I never knew you. 
Depart from me.” This is frightening to consider and Jesus intends it to be. So we must ask ourselves: How do we 
know if we know God? Or to put it another way: How do we know if we are saved? Jesus warns us in this passage: 
our situation is dire, and all of us are in need of rescuing. When it comes to God, none of us stand in a neutral place. 
This sounds so extreme to our ears because we aren’t used to talking this way. But this isn’t simply a Christian 
question. It’s about all of life and our standing with God. No question could be of greater concern to us than this.  

As we discuss this, we must be aware that we are talking to three audiences: (1) Those with a tender conscience and 
troubled hearts who already feel defeated. The lukewarm follower who hates being lukewarm. These people need to 
hear that they are wholly accepted and loved by God (Rom 8:1). (2) Those with a hardened conscience who aren’t 
worried but should be and don’t think this message pertains to them. The lukewarm follower who doesn’t really 
mind being lukewarm. These people need to hear that they are in grave danger (Heb 10:26). (3) Those who look at 
Christians and this conversation as puritanical and fear-mongering.  
How do we know we are saved? We must look beyond ourselves: to Christ. We can look to Him and rest 
because our salvation does not rise and fall with our obedience. We would never find peace if that were true. We 
need not fear or worry, for God freely gives us eternal life (John 10:27-29). It begins in Him and the undeserved 
mercy He offers, and God is faithful (Phil 1:6). This should humble us. What keeps us secure is not our hold on God 
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but God’s hold on us, and nothing can separate us from His love (Rom 8:39) because God’s love never depends on our 
deserving it. This should quiet our fears. We have this objective assurance because our salvation is rooted and 
secured outside of us in the completed and perfect work of Christ. God doesn’t want us to live in fearful dread (1 
John 4:18); He wants us to be confident in Him (Psalm 34:22). 
How do we know we are saved? Our personal obedience affects our understanding of God’s love for us.  
This does not change our standing with God, but it may reveal whether we really know God. Jesus says in John 14, 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” His commandment to us is to believe in Him (John 6:29), to 
believe that God holds tightly onto us, and that nothing we can do can break this unbreakable bond. While our 
obedience (John 13:45, 14:15) doesn’t earn our acceptance with God, it can be a subjective measure that we have 
received God’s love (1 John 2:3).  

These warnings may therefore be seen as exhortations to continue in the faith (Matt 10:22, John 8:31), clinging to 
Christ who is greater than anything that threatens us. The offer of God’s love is unilateral and unconditional, yet it 
must be embraced and taken in. To fear the Lord is to recognize God’s place (Prob 1:7), for if we fear God, we have 
nothing to fear from God. So these words are not threats but rather promises and comfort. Jesus is promising (John 
14:18-22) that He will empower us to do with Him more than we could ever do on our own. As we love and obey 
Him, He will more and more assure us of how much He loves us.  
For some of us, God may feel so far away because we are not following Him. He is here with us, but we cannot see or 
hear Him because we have been ignoring Him for so long. But why would God make our obedience affect our 
knowledge of Him? God wants us to understand that only in Him will we find the peace we are seeking elsewhere. 
Jesus is promising to those who desire to love Him back that He will make Himself more and more real to them 
(John 14:23). When Jesus says, “If you love me, you’ll obey me.” – if we hear a challenge, it is meant as a promise; 
but if don’t hear these words as a challenge, they are meant as a warning.  

As a way of life: Obey Christ. In doing so, this question will not only cease to bother us in ways it was never meant 
to, but what used to frighten us – what we once heard as a challenge – will instead become the greatest consolation 
and promise. Christ is with us. We grow in assurance when we grow in confidence of God’s presence and capacity to 
meet our every need. That’s how we can know that we are saved. And that’s how we can rest in Him. 
How can we practice this assurance? We have been talking of assurance largely in terms of our individual 
relationship to God. The problem is the word of Christ is often weak in our own hearts. That’s one of the wonderful 
benefits of community (James 5:16); we meet one another as bearers of the message of salvation and pray for one 
another. We are not defined by our illnesses, our mistakes, or our past – even if they irreparably mark us. We are 
defined by Christ. “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need,” (Heb 4:16). You must persevere; you will persevere. 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Are you assured of your salvation? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1. How do you react to the many “if” statements of John 14 (v 14, 15, 23, 28)? 

 
2. Guiding Question: Are you assured of your salvation? 

o How often do you think about this question? How much do you discuss questions of ultimate fate 
with believing and unbelieving friends? 

o In his sermon, Rankin discussed both objective and subjective assurance. Where do you turn for 
objective assurance? 

o How about subjective assurance: Do you love what God loves? Do you hate what God hates (1 Jn 
3:14, 4:8)? Are you forgiving (Mt 6:15)? Do you love justice (Is 1:17)? Are you patient and trusting in 
the midst of suffering (Jms 1:4)? Are you concerned for the poor and marginalized (1 Jn 3:17)? 

o What then do you believe the Christian Life should look like? What role can this community play? 
 

3. Over the past four months, Pacific Crossroads has continued its study of the Gospel of John and focused 
several weeks on suffering. What has Christ done in and through your CG during this time? 
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4. Because this is our last Discussion Guide before Summer “Flex Time”, this is a great chance to both reflect 
on the past four months and look to your group’s hopes and desires for the future. What do you think God 
desires for your Community Group over this summer Flex Time? 

o Discuss the available service, social, and study options as a group. (Links are below.) 
o How can you personally care for members of your group? 
o What needs do you have that your fellow CG members could help with or better care for you 

through? What is something they could pray weekly for you about?  
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Pray that your group would more deeply experience Jesus’ love – knowing that in Christ, you will persevere.  
Pray specifically for each other as God calls us to in James 5:16.  

• Read Psalm 138 together. Praise God for the good work He has done in and through your group in 2015. 
• Pray for the leaders of your Community Group, with thanksgiving and for God’s continued guidance and 

protection in their lives and for you group. 
• Pray for God to offer each of us assurance and confidence in our salvation. 

 
 
 

http://pacificcrossroads.org/wp2015/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/How-to-Use-FLEX-Time1.pdf 
 
http://pacificcrossroads.org/wp2015/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Books-and-Resources-for-Community-Groups1.pdf 
 


