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Is Jesus Exclusive or Inclusive?  May 10, 2015  
(John 14:6-11)  
 
To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Great Is Thy Faithfulness (by Thomas Chisholm) 
(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

Great is Thy faithfulness, 
O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, 
Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be. 
Chorus: 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
 Great is Thy faithfulness! 
 Morning by morning 

New mercies I see. 
All I have needed 
Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, 
Lord, unto me!

 
 

Icebreaker 
 

What opinions are you passionate to convert others to?  
 

Text for Discussion: John 14:6-11 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If 
you had known me, you would have known my Father also.[a] From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 
so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 
Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

How can a thoughtful person say that Jesus is the only way to God? How can we live peacefully together when we disagree 
on matters of ultimate concern? These are big questions – huge – in a world of great religious diversity where there are 
millions of devout adherents of other faiths. Isn’t an attempt to convert others (and therefore to claim our own religious 
superiority) narrow-minded and even dangerous? And if Jesus is the only way to God, what room does that leave for those 
who never hear His name? If there is a God, doesn’t He care more about our hearts than our words? In short: Can’t we just 
stick to what science can prove and leave the rest to personal preference? 

There’s a problem with that. It’s Jesus. He was the most loving, most inclusive man who ever lived. He drew social, moral 
and racial outcasts to him; honoring the poor and marginalized, women and children. But this same Jesus, who welcomes 
all, says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me,” (John 14:6). Jesus 
then continues that in knowing Him, we know and have seen God because they are within one another (v7-10). To be a 
Christian means to believe this: That in Jesus, God has made Himself known (John 1:18).  

What about the claim that these are not truly Jesus’ words? Even though it strains credulity to say that the early church 
fabricated this, it is worth noting that all New Testament writers say with one voice that Jesus is Lord. From its 
beginning, the church honestly thought Jesus was God in the flesh… even in the face of oppressive persecution and 
execution. They were willing to die rather than compromise on that claim.  

How do we as Christians deal with John 14? We don’t want to offend, so we attempt to capitulate. But we can’t honor 
Jesus if we compromise on what Jesus so clearly says. And if we claim the privilege of deciding which of His statements 
we’ll accept and which we’ll reject, we can hardly call Jesus our LORD. Is this such a big deal though? Can’t Jesus be one 
among many valid paths up the same mountain to God? If we relegate Jesus’ claims to a matter of private preference 
though, we have both subtly dismissed them and cut off the possibility for real dialogue.  

It may appear attractive or inclusive to say the details of religious doctrines are not essential or merely differing facets of 
the same truth. But that claim itself is both arrogant and an oppressive form of fundamentalism. We can’t say, “All claims 
about religion are historically, locally and culturally conditioned… except for the one I’m making right now.” Nor can we 
say no one can possibly know any higher truth, for we can’t possibly know that Christ hasn’t revealed the definitive truth 
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about God without claiming to possess a more comprehensive knowledge of spiritual reality. Religious pluralism becomes 
a most intolerant form of fundamentalism because it won’t even admit its own absolutist, oppressive, and exclusivist 
claim. Yes, no one can see all the Truth; Christianity doesn’t claim to see it all, nor does it deny that other religions have 
truth in them. If no one can know, though… how can we know? Martin Luther says, “Let us cease all our speculation 
about God and instead seek Him in the only place where He can be found in the man Jesus Christ.” Yes, that’s a faith 
commitment, but so is religious pluralism. As renowned Harvard physicist Alan Lightman said, “Thus to explain what we 
see in the world, we must believe in what we cannot prove.”  

So what is the way forward? We must listen to one another while still being honest about where we’re coming from. All 
faiths – both religious and secular – have a legitimate passion to convert because if you care about your ideas, of course 
you’re interested in persuading others. As long as you’re not harming others, competing voices shouldn’t be suppressed. 
Including Jesus’ own. It’s a wisdom contest. Let the truth win. The truth can handle itself. Jesus says He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. As a Christian, don’t be embarrassed of Jesus. If you’re not His follower, don’t suppress His right to 
speak into your life. 

What about the many good people who have never heard of Jesus? First, there’s a faulty assumption in how this question 
is posed. It assumes that some people are innocent and good (Rom 3:10). “Good” is a relative term, and compared to God, 
we all fall frightfully short. But what’s wrong with simply desiring and attempting to be a good person? Well for one, this 
assumes that if there is a god, that being good is good enough. It also denies hope for any of us who make mistakes. If 
Heaven is for good people, what about the rest of us? What about forgiveness and mercy and those who know they need it? 

What makes Jesus utterly unique among all faiths of the world (both religious and secular) is that He presents the 
message of salvation by grace. It is not our goodness that earns our favor with God. Neither can our past disqualify us or 
put us beyond the boundaries of God’s love. God is a merciful, forgiving God, and Jesus is the way He has provided. The 
Jewish nation of the Old Testament looked ahead in faith to the promise of salvation not yet fulfilled, while we today look 
back to something that has already been accomplished. Both are saved – made right with God – by Christ. We know that 
no one can be saved except through Christ because Jesus says so (John 14:6, Acts 4:12, Rom 10:9). So what does that mean 
for those who have never heard of Him? As St. Augustine said 1600 years ago, “God may do what God likes, but we must 
do what God commands!” God is not bound by His own means of grace, but we are. God is not bound to our human means 
of preaching and prayer, but God has bound us to preach the Gospel to all nations. Out of obedience to God and love for 
humanity, we must do what God commands. None are entitled to stand alone before God, but we know that how God will 
deal with this question will be in keeping with His merciful and just character (Gen 18:25) as He has revealed in Jesus, 
but we cannot presume to know how this will look (Luke 13:30). 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

Is Jesus the only way to God? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1. What is the attractive appeal of “private truth”? What are the pitfalls? 
o Have you confronted this attractive appeal as you interact with people who have a different faith 

than you? 
o What’s God’s invitation to you through John 14:6? 

 
2. Guiding Question of the Week: Considering we live in a culture of religious plurality, do you find 

yourself living as if other religions are a matter of preference instead of truth? 
o In other words, functionally, do we believe Jesus is the only way to God? 

 
3. Rankin said in his sermon “The Truth can handle itself”. How do you respond to this? 

o How could this perspective impact your conversations and interactions with friends and neighbors 
who don’t follow Christ? 

 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Give thanks that God has offered a way for us to know him through Jesus Christ (v.9 & 11). 
• Pray that many would know God as Father through Jesus (v. 6 & Matthew 7:13). 
• Pray that we would boldly proclaim Jesus is Lord and wisely navigate our pluralistic society (v. 6. & 

Ephesians 6:19). 


