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The Consolations of Christ  May 03, 2015  
(John 14:1-6)  
 
To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Before the Throne of God Above 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
Before the throne of God above, 
I have a strong and perfect plea. 
A great high priest whose name is love 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart. 
I know that while in heaven He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart.  
 
When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end to all my sin. 

 
Because the sinless savior died 
My sinful soul is counted free. 
For God the just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me. 
 
Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! 
My perfect, spotless righteousness, 
The great unchangeable I AM, 
The king of glory and of grace! 
 
One with Himself I cannot die, 
My soul is purchased by His blood. 
My life is hid with Christ on high, 
With Christ my savior and my God.

 

Icebreaker 
 

What would be one of the questions you would ask Jesus about Heaven? 
 

Text for Discussion: John 14:1-6 
1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I 
am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

Chapters 14 to 17 of John are some of the most beloved of the Bible. They occur immediately after Jesus has told his 
disciples that one of them will betray Him. Each of the disciples are troubled by this, asking “Is it I, Lord?” (Mark 
14:19) They are aware of their individual faithlessness and disloyalty; they feel it in their hearts. We too are 
troubled by these thoughts as well as with our outward circumstances. Jesus himself was no stranger to feeling 
troubled, which he mentions several times in John’s gospel. But we do not need to worry that the strength of our 
relationship with God rests in our own energy or devotion. When Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do nothing,” 
(John 15:5), He means even our remaining faithful to God. In chapter 14, Jesus offers us multiple consolations for 
the worries and doubts brought up in the previous chapters: 

Jesus came to quiet our troubled hearts. Jesus knows our hearts are troubled – and that they have good reason to 
be – yet He says to us, “Let not your hearts be troubled” (14:1). He understands we cannot place our trust in our 
circumstances or even ourselves. But we can trust Him. “How happy are those who know their need for God” (Matt 
5:3). To not be troubled, we must first know we have cause to be troubled, but that the only One we need to be 
restless about pleasing is the same One who says to us, “ Little children, let not your hearts be restless.” Jesus came 
to quiet our troubled hearts, telling us we don’t have to be anxious on this uphill journey. There is already a place 
for all who want one in Heaven.  
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The Promise of Heaven. Heaven is where God’s presence dwells in all His glory, splendor, beauty, and light, where 
there are no tears or death or disease. It’s a place of activity: It’s where God’s will is always done, as mentioned in 
the Lord’s Prayer. Our present lives are conditioned by how we view our future, so if Heaven is where we look to – 
our horizon – it puts our world in perspective. What we invest our time and energy in and what we value come into 
focus. Jesus wants to reassure us that we’re going to be okay; our future is secure. If we love God, there is a place 
set aside for us in Heaven (John 14:2).  

The allowance for doubt along the way. The Bible is refreshingly honest and remarkably nuanced when it comes to 
doubt. It neither praises it (as an intellectual virtue) nor does it demonize it as something unfaithful (as the church 
often does). A faith that has not been tested by doubts is like a human body without any antibodies: it’s very 
vulnerable! And so while we might think of faulting Thomas for questioning Jesus (John 14:5), we have him to 
thank for what is commonly considered the most important verse in the Gospel of John. “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life,” (14:6). The church must be a safe place for people to raise their hands and ask questions. 

What does John 14:6 say about Christ? If we want to know “the way”, we don’t have to look at Jesus’ teaching. He is 
the way. He embodies the truth about what God is really like and who humanity was created to be. Jesus doesn’t 
just teach us the way to life; He is that life for all people (John 1:4). And He not only tells us about life; He gave His 
life to give us life. In Jesus we have everything we need to make sense of life (Col 2:3) and to give us motivation for 
a life worth living. 

One application: LET. John 14 begins with this brief word. And that’s what we need to do: Let Jesus in every day so 
that our hearts may not be troubled. God’s presence is always with us, but our awareness of His presence needs to 
be renewed daily. If we want the peace of Christ to rule in us, we have to let the peace of Christ in. He is our peace. 
If we want Him, we can have Him. We just have to let Him. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid,” (John 14:27). 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

How does the hope of Heaven shape your life today? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1. What stands out about this passage? What connection is Jesus connecting between the present and the 

future? 
 

2. In verse 5, Thomas raises a question to Jesus. What is your posture towards questions and doubts about 
faith? 

o Under what circumstances do you usually raise questions to God? 
 

3. Guiding Question: In the sermon Rankin shared, “If Heaven is your horizon, it puts this world into 
perspective.” How does the hope of Heaven shape your life today? 

o In verse 3, Jesus says He will prepare a place so that we may be where He is. Do you spend much 
time thinking about being with Jesus in that place? Why or why not? 

o Is Heaven your horizon? If not, what substitutes it? 
o Where in your life could you use some heavenly perspective?  

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Pray the members of the group would continually experience Jesus as the way, the truth and the life. 
• Pray for each person in the group to invite neighbors, friends or colleagues to next week’s service. 
• Pray for the salvation of all those who don’t know Jesus to be the way, the truth and the life.  


