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God’s Love to Us, In Us, Through Us (John 13:31-38) April 19, 2015  
  
To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Jesus What a Friend for Sinners	  	  	  by J. Wilbur Chapman 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer)

Jesus! What a friend for sinners! 
Jesus! Lover of my soul; 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
He, my Savior, makes me whole 
 
Chorus: 

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
Hallelujah! What a friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
He is with me to the end. 

Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
Let me hide myself in Him. 
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, 
He, my strength, my victory wins.     Chorus 
 
Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
While the billows over me roll, 
Even when my heart is breaking, 
He, my Comfort, helps my soul. Chorus 
 

Jesus! What a Guide and Keeper! 
While the tempest still is high, 
Storms about me, night overtakes me, 
He, my Pilot, hears my cry. orus 
 
Jesus! I do now receive Him, 
More than all in Him I find. 
He has granted me forgiveness, 
I am His, and He is mine.

 

Icebreaker 
 

Think of a particularly memorable goodbye in your life. What was said? 
  

Text for Discussion: John 13:31-38 
 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will 
seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment 
I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” 
Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, 
why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, 
truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

Jesus commands us to love one another. It is His final commandment, and hopefully by looking at it more closely we 
might learn to better love one another. This is Jesus’s “final discourse”, a time to prepare the disciples for life without 
Him. These are His closest friends, and his words are full of weight, emotion, and love.  
Though we may sometimes feel God is distant or unrelatable, Jesus in his full humanity felt all these things. In Him, 
God has drawn near to us. And in the pain of His disciples’ coming betrayals, what does Jesus do? He cares for them, 
washing their feet and offering the simple commandment of “Love one another” because community is essential to the 
Christian life.  

What does this love look like? Jesus is our model. He loved with humility, becoming a servant. He loved with grace, 
even washing the feet of Judas. He loved with action, showing what his love looks like. Because that’s the way Jesus 
loved, that is how we are supposed to love. It’s not that we just wash each other’s feet; it’s that we lay down our lives 
for one another (1 John 3:16). 

It’s interesting that Jesus calls this a new commandment (John 13:34, 15:12) as He is quoting Leviticus 19:18. But this 
is a call for us to love as Jesus loved. It is a whole new way of living in the Kingdom of God. This is daunting, even 
overwhelming. But the answer is not within ourselves as if “I’ll work on it” is the answer. Jesus has shown us an 
unattainable model but also offers a supernatural source for this love, a love that is the evidence that we belong to God 
(John 13:35, 1 John 4:7-8).  
 

How are we to love like this then? First, we must receive God’s love, abiding in Christ because God loved us first (John 
15:9) and unconditionally. We need to receive this love because it is a love we can rest in. And as we experience 
Christ’s love in us, we follow Him, experiencing the road Jesus Himself walked. Next: we pray. We express our 
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dependence to God in prayer, asking Him to allow us to more deeply experience His love for us. Then, we can love 
others, moving forward in trust and obedience to serve those God has placed in our path (John 15:12). 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

What kind of love is needed in your community? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1. Of all things he could have emphasized, why do you think Jesus’ final commandment to His disciples was to 

love one another? 
 

2. 1 John 4:7-8 states, “Let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”  In what ways are you 
participating in God’s love (giving or receiving)? In what ways are you not? 

o What contributes to this? 
 

3. 1 John 3:16 says, “Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 
and sisters.” What might it look like to do this for one another? 

o What is the difference between sharing the love of Christ with others and simply being a thoughtful 
person? 

 
(Leaders: To help create an environment of openness, please consider the ways you can genuinely be cared for 
and share first in question 4.) 

 
4. Guiding Question: Paul writes in Galatians 6:10, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 

people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  What kind of love is needed within 
your community? Take turns around your group and ask people to share how they can best be cared for – 
this week, but also beyond that. 

o Listen actively to the specific needs in your group. Consider how you can respond and tangibly share 
Christ’s love. 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Pray that we would surrender to Christ’s love - on his terms, not our own. 
• Pray for the people that God has placed in your life who don’t know what to make of Christ. Pray that God would 

reveal Himself to them and pray that they would be open/interesting in joining an Exploring Jesus Dinner. 


