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* H   E      I   S      R   I   S   E   N * 
C E L E B R A T I N G   E A S T E R   T O G E T H E R 

April 5, 2015 
 

To encounter Christ together…. 
- CG Mission Statement 

Icebreaker 
  

What’s the greatest news you’ve ever received? Why was it so significant? 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary – “Hidden with Christ” 
 
As Christians, a good definition for faith is finding our identity in Christ. Paul’s letter to the Colossians (3:1-4) speaks of 
this mindset. It’s not so much our circumstances that affect us; it’s how we interpret what happens to us. So while we may 
be unable to change our circumstances or what happens to us, we can fundamentally change our lives because our mindset 
is not fixed. We don’t have to go through our lives as we always have. 
 
The Good News (Gospel) of Jesus Christ provides a new frame of reference to the world we’ve grown accustomed to. Being 
told this good news may sound like another’s beliefs are being imposed on you, but while we as Americans prize the idea of 
self-determination and forging our own identity, we deny the profound influence culture (any culture) has on us 
personally. And what is Western Culture offering us? We find ourselves the beneficiaries of unprecedented social mobility, 
free speech, liberty and justice. When this way of life becomes life-defining, though, the freedom of possibility can become 
paralyzing, and whatever choices we do make may overburden us with the necessity to achieve. We’re constantly on trial, 
under pressure. Our careers become not simply what we do, but who we are, and any failure leaves us riddled with guilt 
and shame. Anxious Americans have forgotten how to rest! 
 
Ultimately, this Western mindset is freedom-robbing. We’ve grown up in a culture that places a premium on a certain type 
of intelligence… and then equates that intelligence with wisdom. It feels good to think that because we have proven 
ourselves smart in a few culturally relevant areas (take your pick) that we have achieved a handle and understanding of 
our lives. But we’re left with a huge blind spot, for when did we decide to equate intelligence or expertise in one area of life 
with how to live a good life? What is the alternative? What does Christianity offer?  
 
We are assured there is a God but that we are not God. God loves us and came into this world that He has made because 
that world has gone awry. We have sinned, attempting to build an identity apart from God; we want to define our own 
lives. We feel anxious/guilty because we are lost and feel like we don’t measure up in some cosmic way… because we don’t! 
Rather than judging us for the guilt we deserve and the shame we feel, the Good News is that the One who created us 
came to save us by judging Himself in our place. Why does God do this? Because God loves us and offers us grace – 
unconditional acceptance, granted to the undeserving by an unobligated giver. 
 
What does this say about who we are? Jesus offers a new self-understanding found outside of us. “For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God,” (Col 3:3). While losing our old life and mindset, our identity now stands in 
solidarity with Christ. His life encompasses ours so completely that whatever was true of Him has become true of us. 
Jesus was resurrected from the dead, so we too have new life. God delights in us as He does in Jesus, for we too are his 
children. We no longer live under the judgment of others or ourselves. Who are we? Are we significant? What have we 
achieved? Do we belong? Christ provides us with the answers to these questions now. We are with Him. 
 
Faith embraces the One who has already embraced our lives. We “hug back” a God who hugs us first. In celebrating 
Easter, we therefore not only celebrate Christ being raised from the dead, we also celebrate being raised with Him – not 
just metaphorically, but truly. The work necessary to define our lives has already been accomplished in Christ. The fear 
and anxiety has been lifted because the trial is over and we have been found worthy in Christ. Christ also intercedes for 
us. “Christ who is our life” (Col 3:4) is our past, present and future. We have new life in Him. 
 
How do we live under this new verdict?  It sounds wonderful but so different from how we’ve lived. A new mindset doesn’t 
come naturally. We must keep turning back to setting our minds on Christ and who we are and what we have in Him. 
When we feel insecure or scared or anxious, we set our mind on Jesus. And there we will find rest. 
 
What if we’re unsure or not ready to accept this new mindset? Christianity gives reasons for why the world is broken; it 
gives people room to grieve; it gives people grounds for hope, even in the face of death. But the only reason anyone should 
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believe in Christianity is because it is true. And it is true. Life with Christ is an amazing, wonderful life because Jesus’ 
opinion of us is so much greater than our own. God cherishes us, desiring to live within us and us in Him. And all we have 
to do… is hug back. 
 

Instructions for Leaders 
  

This week, we are doing something different. Rather than structure most of the night around a discussion, 
we’re going to leave more space to meditate, to worship, and to cherish the beauty of Christ’s resurrection and 
its implications for our lives today. Feel free to edit the following sections in ways that can help your group. 
You may also want to think about how to create an environment for reflection – seating, lights, music in the 
background, etc. 
 

Christ’s Offer (5 minutes) 
 

Ø Read the following verses out loud and then spend a few minutes in prayer, praising God that Christ has come 
to offer us life in ways we never could have apart from him: 
 

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” – Jesus, John 10:10 
 

“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” – Jesus, Luke 19:10 
 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 

were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he 
is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 

might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,” – Colossians 1:15-19 
 
	  

Our Response (10 minutes) 
 

Ø Read the following verses and interact with the questions below: 
 

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are 

few.” – Jesus, Matthew 7:13-14 
 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone, the new has come.” – 2 Cor. 5:17 
 

Ø A strong sense of identity is one of the strongest cravings of the human heart, whether that identity is 
achieved or received. What identity do you most want for yourself? How do your actions support this? 

o When you find yourself most committed to building your own identity, how satisfying do you find it to 
be? 

 

Christ’s Victory, Our Opportunity (10 minutes) 
 

Ø Read the passages below and then just meditate on them for 3-4 minutes before closing together in prayer. As 
you reflect on them, consider the beauty and power of the resurrection, as well as what could be standing 
between you and experiencing the power of the resurrection more fully. 
	  
	  
	  

“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the 
Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And as 
they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that 
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the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” And 
they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the 
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them 

who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and 

he went home marveling at what had happened.” – Luke 24:1-12 
 

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with 

him in glory.” – Colossians 3:1-4 
 

Worship: Chris Is Risen by Matt Maher & Mia Fieldes 
 

Let no one caught in sin remain 
Inside the lie of inward shame 
We fix our eyes upon the cross  
And run to Him who showed great love 
 
And bled for us  
Freely You've bled for us 
 
Chorus 
Christ is risen from the dead  
Trampling over death by death  
Come awake, come awake  
Come and rise up from the grave 
Christ is risen from the dead  
We are one with Him again  
Come awake, come awake  
Come and rise up from the grave 
 
Beneath the weight of all our sin  
You bowed to none but heaven's will  

No scheme of hell, no scoffer's crown  
No burden great can hold You down 
 
In strength You reign  
Forever let Your church proclaim 
 
Chorus 
 
O death, where is your sting?  
O hell, where is your victory?  
O church, come stand in the light  
The glory of God has defeated the night 
 
Sing it, o death, where is your sting?  
O hell, where is your victory?  
O church, come stand in the light  
Our God is not dead, He's alive, He's alive 
 
Chorus (2x) 

 
 
 
 

And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the 
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” 

 - Luke 24:5-6  
 

 


