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Christ Our Treasure March 22, 2015  
(John 12:1-8) 
  
To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Psalm 29 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the Lord, over many waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
    the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
    the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
 

6 He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
    the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth 
    and strips the forests bare, 
    and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
11 May the Lord give strength to his people! 
    May the Lord bless his people with peace! 

 

Icebreaker 
 

What is one extravagant or outlandish gift you have given or received? 
 

Text for Discussion: John 12:1-8 
 

1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from 
the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at 
table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and 
wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his 
disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and 
given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having 
charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she 
may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.” 

 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

What do you love? A simple question, but to grasp what our lives are about, we must uncover what our greatest love 
is. This isn’t merely a spiritual question for us; we all are actively seeking a treasure (Matt 6:19-21), even if we are 
unaware of it. Life is volatile – filled with discontent, anxiety, jealousy, and bitterness. And too often, the treasures 
we seek cannot make up for this. It’s as if life is telling us we need a new treasure. It’s one that Jesus offers us. 
There are four things we need to reflect on in John 12 if we are going to find it:  
 
Something Stunning – Mary offers incredibly expensive perfume to Jesus. She does so completely, breaking the jar 
to use its entire contents. Judas complains; it should have been sold to help the poor. Usually when we’re told to put 
Jesus first, it is in reference to money or our job, but here Jesus says we must treasure him even more than we do 
the poor. Stunning! If Jesus is God, nothing can rival Him in our hearts, even things that are good. Does God exist 
for us, or do we exist for Him? We live our lives as if the former is true, but for God to be God, clearly we exist for 
Him. “Humanity has been created to know God, and in so knowing Him, glorifying Him, and in glorifying Him, of 
finding their happiness in Him. It is of His glory and our joy that this purpose be at the forefront of life,” states the 
Westminster Catechism. As CS Lewis wrote, “Praise doesn’t just express enjoyment, it completes it.” God demands 
our praise because that is what we were created for and what makes us most human. 
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Something Subtle – The real barrier to treasuring Jesus is internal. Good things may disguise our real treasure as 
they did for Judas. We love and treasure ourselves. This may not sound like a bad thing, but if this is our approach 
to life, we can never honestly love anyone, because they therefore exist as a means for our personal well-being. John 
4:12 warns that Christ’s followers are most prone to use Jesus rather than to treasure Him, a subtle betrayal on our 
part. Our efforts appear commendable, but Jesus warns us against the danger of doing things in His name while 
never treasuring Him. Living an honorable life is a good thing, but to assume this draws us closer to God creates a 
performance-driven life where we treasure our own efforts. We use Jesus; we treasure ourselves. 
 
Mary’s Radical Devotion – How do we know if we are using Jesus, withholding some part of our life from Him? Mary 
shows that to treasure Jesus, nothing can be below us in our efforts to follow Him. Nothing is too demeaning. She 
withholds nothing. Jesus is worth it, because He is worthy. Religious people find Jesus important because he is 
useful, which is why we pray when we encounter trouble. We give to Jesus in order to get something in return. We 
grit our teeth when we give because we are reluctant to, yet we worry whether we’ve given enough in order to 
receive what we truly desire. A Christian is someone who finds Jesus beautiful. The beauty of Jesus is so rich, His 
glory will hold our gaze forever, with each moment better than the one before. We were built for that. 
 
Something Beautiful – Jesus acknowledges that we don’t treasure Him as we should. He knows this, and He knows 
the cost to change this. He must give His life for His treasure, which is us. While Mary has given something 
shocking expensive for Jesus, He has willingly given His entire self for us. “For the joy set before Him, He endured 
the cross,” (Heb 12:3). We are Jesus’ joy, His treasure. What beautiful treasure in your life will pour itself out for 
you and then hold your gaze forever? Jesus will. To the degree you believe and live knowing He poured everything 
out for you, you will pour it all out for Him. You are His treasure; make Him yours. 
 
Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

Do you desire a life so filled with worship and generosity that it could be considered reckless? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 

 
1. Given the extravagance of the perfume (v. 5), how would you have reacted as you watched Mary pour it all 

out on Jesus? Why? 
 

2. Look at Judas’ response in v. 4-6. In what ways do you come to Christ simply to treasure Him? In what 
ways do you come to Christ subtly to use Him? How do you know? 

o What happens if He chooses to withhold those things you’re asking for? 
 

3. Guiding Question: Francis Spufford has said, “God doesn’t want your careful virtue. He wants your 
reckless generosity.” In this story, Mary’s gift is so extravagant that the onlookers see it as reckless. She 
withholds nothing. Do you desire a life so filled with worship and generosity that it could be considered 
reckless? 

o What could that look like? How would it apply to your relationship with others? With the city? 
o What keeps you from being reckless in worship and generosity? What comfort zones might Christ 

be calling you to step out of? How do you think Mary got to that place? How might you? (cf. 2 Cor 
8:9, Lk 15:22-24, Jn 2:9-10) 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Pray for trust – comfort in knowing that God’s design for our lives is better than our own (Matt. 6:25-34). 
• Pray for boldness and a passion to serve, follow, and worship Christ with all we have (Jn 12:1-8). 

 
Easter is a week from this Sunday! Who are the people in your life you can invest in and invite (co- 

workers, neighbors, family members) to the Easter service? Pray for those people in your life and others, that the 
gospel would begin to strike people’s hearts in unique and powerful ways. 


