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Light of My Lantern: Part 2  February 22, 2015  
  
To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Psalm 56:1-10 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
1 Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; 
     all day long an attacker oppresses me; 
2 my enemies trample on me all day long, 
     for many attack me proudly. 
3  When I am afraid, 
     I put my trust in you. 
4 In God, whose word I praise, 
     in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 
     What can flesh do to me? 
5 All day long they injure my cause; 
     all their thoughts are against me for evil. 
 
 

 
6 They stir up strife, they lurk; 
     they watch my steps, 
     as they have waited for my life. 
7 For their crime will they escape? 
     In wrath cast down the peoples, O God! 
8 You have kept count of my tossings; 
     put my tears in your bottle. 
     Are they not in your book? 
9 Then my enemies will turn back 
     in the day when I call. 
     This I know, that[d] God is for me. 
10 In God, whose word I praise, 
     in the Lord, whose word I praise,   

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

We need a theology of suffering. But it is the actual process of going through suffering which enables these abstract 
truths to come to life. It is certain that we will experience trials (1 Peter 4:12), but how each of us responds to those 
trials differs. A trial reveals our character and true nature. So for the next couple of weeks, our discussions will 
focus on: (I) The deep philosophical questions of suffering – “God, can I trust you in my suffering?” (II) The theology 
of suffering – “Lanterns” offering us light in the darkness. (III) How we persevere – Resources the Bible gives us to 
face and get through suffering. 
 
Introduction: The Problem of Evil. The advancement of science has inflated our confidence in our ability to 
understand all things. David Hume offered a classic statement about the problem of evil – suggesting God is either 
impotent or malevolent, depending on his (in)ability or (un)willingness to eradicate evil. But Alvin Plantinga 
demonstrated that the existence of evil is not logically incompatible with the existence of God. We smuggle in an 
unfounded assumption that just because we can’t see a good reason, there must not be a good reason for God to 
allow evil. But if God is really all-knowledgeable and all-powerful, then it shouldn’t be surprising if he has reasons 
that go beyond our limited perspective. But this is only helpful philosophically. What about experientially? Last 
week, we looked at two lanterns: (1) Not the way it’s supposed to be, and (2) God shed the first tear. Here are two 
more lanterns. 
 
Lantern III: God is just, but life is unfair. It is important to hold both of these things together to combat 
bitterness over false expectations. Our ingrained sense of fairness and justice reflects the character of God in whose 
image we were created. The real question is not – why is there so much evil in this world? But how could there be so 
much happiness, when all that we deserve is God’s just judgment (Rom 6:23)? Life is unfair, but if we always 
insisted on justice, grace would not exist. Forgiveness would not exist, because forgiveness means giving up one’s 
right to get even. Another false assumption is that correlation implies causation. The disciples wondered if the blind 
man procured his condition due to his own sins or his parents’ sins. Jesus answers: “It was not that this man 
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him” (John 9:3). There is a limit to our 
understanding (Ecc 8:17; Psalm 73:16). In general, suffering is just. You can’t forget that or you’ll be bitterly 
disappointed. But, in particular, suffering is unjust. You can’t forget that or you will unduly punish yourself or 
think that God is punishing you. Just because we can’t see the reason doesn’t mean God doesn’t have one. One day, 
we will see the works of God displayed through this (John 11:4). 
 
Lantern IV: God hates suffering and death so much, he took it into his own life. God not only 
empathizes and grieves with us, but He enters into the pain with us. With Lazarus, He is not only deeply moved 
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with grief, but with rage as he sees death and the one “who holds the power of death” (John 11:33-35; Heb 2:14). We 
also see this in the story of Daniel’s friends in the furnace (Daniel 3). In Jesus Christ, we see that God not only 
hates suffering and death, but that He willingly enters in and experiences the pain of the fire for us. We will not be 
consumed, because He was consumed for us.  
 
Two Verbs: Walk and Rejoice. Walking is one of the main images in the Bible for facing affliction (Ps 23:4; 
Isaiah 43). We are called to walk and rejoice in our suffering at the same time, in the same heart (James 1:2, Rom 
5:3, 1 Peter 1:6). Jonathan Edwards points out that God’s glory and our highest joy happen to be the same thing. 
Our suffering is never in vain. We can rejoice that God will not only use this for His glory, but even our own. This 
testing fire will not consume us, but instead purify us. 1 Peter 5:10 states “And after you have suffered for a while, 
the God of all grace, will himself restore, confirm, strength, and establish you”. 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

To what degree are you able to trust God when you don’t fully understand His purposes? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1. Icebreaker: If you could find out how the rest of your life will unfold right now, would you? 
 

2. In his sermon, Rankin responded to the contention that a loving God could not allow evil in the world, by 
pointing out a hidden assumption, namely, “If I can’t see any reason, then there must not be any.” Do you 
buy the argument that the absence of a clear answer doesn’t rule out the possibility a satisfactory 
explanation exists? Why or why not? 

o Have you ever experienced suffering that at first seemed purposeless only to see some of the 
purpose behind it much later? 
 

3. Guiding Question: Read Ecclesiastes 8:16-17. To what degree are you able to trust God when you don’t 
fully understand His purposes? What could it look like for you to pursue this kind of trust? 

o Which would be more comforting, to know the outcome of your suffering or to know God in the 
midst of your suffering (Ps. 55:22)? 

 
4. Turn to 1 Peter 4:12-13. How does rejoicing in suffering look different from enduring suffering? What will it 

take to be able to rejoice in your suffering? 
o In his sermon, Rankin said that, while the gospel does not provide the reason for each experience of 

pain, it provides deep resources for actually facing suffering with hope and courage rather than 
bitterness and despair. Have you experienced this kind of hope and/or courage? If so, describe your 
experience to others in the group. 

o How does it comfort you to know that Jesus Christ has not only redeemed you in spite of suffering 
but through suffering? 

 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• The Bible doesn’t avoid lament. And neither should we. This may be challenging at first, but spend some 
time expressing any authentic frustration over current challenges (if it’s helpful, turn to a Psalm as a 
starting point, like Psalm 6 or 55). 

• Turn together to James 1:2, Romans 5:3, and 1 Peter 1:6. Pray for the hope and courage to be able to walk 
through and rejoice in suffering. 


