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A Tale of Two Kingdoms  February 1, 2015  
(John 8:37-59)  
 
To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: A Mighty Fortress is Our God by Martin Luther 
(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
A mighty fortress is our God,  
A bulwark never failing 
Our helper, He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing 
For still our ancient foe, 
Who seeks to work us woe 
Whose craft and power are great, 
Is armed with cruel hate 
On earth is not his equal 
 

 
Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing. 
Were not the right man on our side, 
The man of God’s own choosing. 
You ask who that may be, 
Christ Jesus, it is He! 
Lord God of Hosts, His name, 
From age to age the same 
And He must win the battle. 
 

 
Though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us. 
We will not fear, for God has willed 
His truth to triumph through us 
The prince of darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo, his doom is sure 
One little word shall fell him. 
 

 
That word above all earthly powers, 
No thanks to them, abides in us 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through Jesus who sides with us 
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also 
The body they may kill, 
God’s truth continues still 
His kingdom is forever. 

 

Text for Discussion: John 8:37-59 
37[Jesus said to the Jews] “I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill Me because My word finds 
no place in you. 38I speak of what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you heave heard from your father.” 
39They answered Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be 
doing the works Abraham did, 40but now you seek to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from 
God. This is not what Abraham did. 41You are doing the works your father did.” They said to Him, “We were not 
born of sexual immorality. We have one Father – even God.” 42Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you 
would love Me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of My own accord, but He sent Me. 43Why do you not 
understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear My word. 44You are of your own father the devil, and 
your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies. 45But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I tell the truth, 
why do you not believe Me? 47Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is 
that you are not of God.” 
 
48The Jews answered Him, “Are we not right in saying that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus 
answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. 50Yet I do not seek My own glory; 
there is One who seeks it, and He is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word, he will never 
see death.” 52The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet 
You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are You greater than our father Abraham, who 
died? And the prophets died! Who do You make Yourself to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is 
nothing. It is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known Him. I know 
Him. If I were to say that I do not know Him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and I keep His word. 
56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to Him, “You 
are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple. 
 
Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

This confrontation is so intense that by its end, Jesus’ opponents were picking up stones to kill Him. Why were they 
so enraged? Jesus says there are only two kinds of people: children of God and children of the devil. He then tells 
these revered religious men that they are not children of God, the very identity they claim through Abraham. Even 
today, we don’t like such a cut-and-dry distinction. Aren’t we all varying degrees of good and bad? Jesus tells us no, 
and we must recognize this as a spiritual reality. We are not merely physical or mental or psychological beings; we 
are spiritual beings. The centerpiece of our Christianity is a supernatural encounter with the living God and and an 
experience of His divine reality in our lives. So, how do we know if we are children of God or children of the devil?  
1) What trajectory are you on? Who are you more and more resembling? Just as children take after their parents, 

our actions/desires begin to resemble our father’s (John 8:44). Are we growing closer to God? Or are we rejecting 
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His truth, becoming more like the devil? Today, the difference between the two kingdoms can feel embarrassingly 
small, so it’s easy to be confused and self-deceived. But what is our inner spiritual disposition? Deception, anger, 
jealousy, bitterness, hatred, exaggeration, manipulation: All have these tendencies, and therefore resemble the 
devil. Our spiritual DNA reveals a trajectory which points to one of two very different destinations. 

2) Is the Holy Spirit opening your eyes to encounter God in His word? Jesus tells us that God’s children abide in 
God’s word while His enemies reject it. Though studying the Bible is important, the deeper issue is the difference 
of how the children of God hear His word. To fully encounter God in His word, we not only hear with our mind 
and emotion; we hear through the Holy Spirit within us to fully understand His spiritual truths (1 Cor 2:12-14). 

3) God’s children love Jesus. Only God causes a heart to truly love Jesus; children of the devil hate and oppose Him. 
But how do we know we love Jesus? Obeying God (John 14:15-24) is closely tied to loving Jesus. We meditate on, 
cling to, and obey God’s word because we love Him, and we want to love Him more. We all struggle with this, but 
the question is not whether you’re becoming a better person.. The question is: Do you –at least in part– genuinely 
love Jesus, and is that love growing? Seeing and loving Jesus isn’t simply a litmus test for Christians; it is a 
prescription for how we want to live our lives, and it is evidence of the Holy Spirit within us. 

Who does this passage say Jesus is? Jesus is God, worthy of glory. Jesus literally calls Himself God saying, “Before 
Abraham was, I am.” And for this declaration, Jesus is persecuted. He didn’t just suffer in his death; He suffered 
throughout his life. Jesus’ whole life was one of moving toward the cross. That is what the Gospel of John keeps 
pointing us toward: a spiritual encounter with our living God.  
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

What is the trajectory of your spiritual life? 

Questions for Discussion 
(Remember it is better to wrestle deeply with two good questions than gloss over many. Sub-bullets are intended for potential follow-up.) 
 

1. Icebreaker: Have you ever undertaken something you knew could take years to accomplish? What was 
the process of planning and adjusting those plans (along the way) like?  
 

2. In verse 39, the people defend their religious heritage. What are you proud of in your religious heritage? In 
what ways has it been a handicap to you? 
 

3. What is your reaction to what Jesus says in John 8:42-47 and His language regarding the two fathers? 
o What evidence of this collision do you see in your own faith journey?  
o What influence does each father have in your daily life?  

 
4. Guiding Question: In his sermon, Paul stated that we are all on a spiritual trajectory. We are never 

static but always moving in a direction, even if we don’t see it. What is the trajectory of your spiritual life? 
How is it actively being shaped today? 

o How does your time in the Word affect how you encounter God? 
o Do you love Jesus for who He is more than for what He can give you? How do you know? 
o What is one way you are following Christ that is difficult for you? How is this helping you find 

freedom? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• What is a part of your spiritual journey that members of your community group could help you with? What 
can you do for others in your group who are seeking God? Pray for these requests and encourage one 
another to follow up with one another during the coming week. 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit would bring God’s word to life and give us hearts that more and more love Jesus. 
• Pray that this community would support and care for each other well, enabling one another to more closely 

resemble Christ. 


