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What Kind of Community Do We Want to See Here?  January 11, 2015  
(John 7:53-8:11)  
 
To encounter Christ together, 
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Jesus, with Thy Church Abide Words: Thomas B. Pollack 

(Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 

Jesus, with Thy church abide 
Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide 
While on earth her faith is tried 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 
Keep her life and doctrine pure 
Grant her patience to endure 
Trusting in Thy promise sure 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 

May she one in doctrine be 
One in truth and charity 
Winning all to faith in Thee 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
 
May she guide the poor and blind 
Seek the lost until she find 
And the brokenhearted bind 
We beseech Thee, hear us 
We beseech Thee, hear us 

 
Text for Discussion: John 7:53-8:11 
 

(The earliest manuscripts do not include 7:53-8:11. There is strong evidence to suggest the story happened during Jesus’ 
ministry and was told among early Christian communities. Whether it was originally part of John’s Gospel is debated.) 

53 They went each to his own house, 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again 
to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this 
woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So 
what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent 
down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, 
“Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and 
wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and 
from now on sin no more.” 
	   	  

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

John 8 illustrates a principle at the heart of Jesus’ ministry – the universal need for forgiveness. It’s useful to look 
at it along with the many “One Another” passages of the New Testament (Gal 5:13, James 5:9, Gal 6:2, Col 3:9…). 
While many find these passages encouraging, others find them discouraging, because they are so far from our 
experience. There are barriers that get in our way to biblical community. This week, we’re looking at four of them: 
 
1: Our judgmental hearts and lack of compassion and humility. In John 8, religious leaders bring a woman guilty of 
adultery before Jesus to test and discredit Him. Note: this woman was not innocent! This is a story of real guilt and 
shame in the church. And Jesus offers a one-sentence sermon: “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to 
throw a stone at her” (v7). He stood up for the guilty in the midst of the worshipping community at the risk of His 
reputation. Not only does Jesus not put her on trial in front of her accusers; He puts her accusers on trial before her. 
They hold no moral high ground; they are equally in need of God’s mercy (Matt 21:31). 
 
This is the foundation of a healthy Christian community: our common ground is our common need of forgiveness. 
Jesus is not asking us to overlook injustices or wrongs. He’s asking us, in those moments, to hold up a mirror and 
remind ourselves how much we too need His grace and mercy. In those moments when we feel so justified to 
condemn others, we are further from God’s heart than the ones we are condemning. A healthy community, one 
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where we can be vulnerable because we know we are accepted, welcomes people as Christ welcomes us – where we 
are, as we are, not as we should. But precisely because He loves us, Jesus cannot allow us to remain as we are (John 
8:11). He casts a vision for community full of grace before people change, and, because of this grace, we then urge 
one another toward healing. 
 
2: Relationships are messy; intimacy requires conflict. Relationships are difficult. They require listening, patience, 
and forbearance (Eph 4:2). The tragedy is that we often walk away from relationships at the very place the New 
Testament was written – when things get hard and painful. When we miss the opportunity for reconciliation, we 
forfeit our chance to grasp God’s love for us (Eph 4:32). This is why so many of us struggle to trust God’s 
unconditional love: we have never experienced it. Conflict is the opportunity for the “One Another” statements to be 
lived out! 
 
3: Our pervasive consumer mentality. Our culture conditions us to think the church exists to meet our own needs. 
We shop for a church! How can we present the message of Christ – to die to yourself (1 John 3:16) – in the midst of a 
culture built around self-service? We must seek to love one another (John 13:34) as Jesus has first loved us. 
 
4: Our idealism of what we think Christian community is supposed to be. By holding our expectations of others to 
an ideal, we become disillusioned and discouraged and destroyers of community. We forget that we too haven’t lived 
up to those ideals. God has already created this community in Christ. So there is no ideal to be realized but only a 
spiritual reality to be embraced. Our disillusionment, in fact, reminds us that we cannot live by our own words or 
deeds, but only by our common forgiveness in Jesus Christ. That’s the place where we find community. 
 
And this is the community that we need: a community that accepts one another without nullifying a need to 
challenge, one that challenges without nullifying a need to accept, one that is thoroughly disillusioned and yet 
entirely hopeful, one where Christ is always between us and everyone we meet. 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

What is the greatest barrier you face to biblical community? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(As a leader, remember it is always better to wrestle well with two good questions than gloss over many.) 
 
 

1. Icebreaker. Any resolutions for 2014? How are they going so far? 
 

2. What is your immediate reaction to this scene in John 8? Is there a character you identify with?  
o Why do you think Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground? What is the significance of Jesus’ 

question in verse 10? 
 

3. In this passage, Jesus doesn’t resist the judgment the scribes and Pharisees made of the woman. He resists 
their condemnation of her. As a community, how can you find the balance between healthy accountability, 
for the purpose of growth, versus unhealthy condemnation? (cf. Prov. 27:17, Heb. 10:24)  

o Where does your Community Group fall in that spectrum?  
 

4. Turn to and read some of the “one another” commands: Jn. 13:34-35; Gal. 5:13, Gal 6:2; Col 3:13, Eph. 4:2, 1 
Thess. 5:11.When you look at these commands and consider the biblical vision for community, do you find 
yourself encouraged or discouraged? Why? 

 
5. Guiding Question: The biggest barrier to community presented in this text is a lack of compassion and 

humility. What is the biggest barrier you personally face to biblical community? Of the four Rankin 
presented in his sermon, is there one you struggle with more than others? 

o What will it take to move past this barrier? How can this story encourage you? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

Look at 1 John 3:23-24. Pray as a group through these verses, asking that they would become more and more true 
in your community, as well as other communities within our church. 


