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John 3:16 (John 3:16-21) November 2, 2014 
 

To encounter Christ together,  
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Be Thou My Vision  8th Century Irish hymn 
 (Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art, 
Thou my best thought by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 
Be Thou my wisdom and Thou my true word, 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son, 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Riches I heed not nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance now and always. 
Thou, and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 
High king of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun. 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all! 

Text for Discussion: John 3:16-21 
 

16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the 
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does 
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does 
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.	  
 
Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 

Our God is a God of love. John himself mentions love some sixty times in his account of Jesus. But John tells us God 
is also a God who condemns. Today, we cringe at these words. How could a loving God condemn? And so we avoid 
abrasive words like hell, sin, and condemnation, thinking they contradict His love. And so today, we seek out a God 
of our own choosing (or more accurately: “of our own liking”). An a la carte God. A loving God who does not get in 
the way of our desires and who does not place unwanted demands on us. We create standards and expect God to be 
subject to them, as opposed to seeing ourselves as subject to His standards. From that point, it becomes easy to edit 
out the wrath of God.  
 
But isn’t it possible that – as God – His understanding of love and anger might be different than our own? Jesus and 
John certainly seem to think so: The Bible says God is slow to anger, and this anger is in opposition to evil. God is 
always good; therefore, God must always stand against that which is evil. He cannot be impartial. God’s character 
demands that He cares. We are the same way. We grieve a loved one who makes bad choices. Because we care, we 
are angered by a loved one’s self-destruction. Anger isn’t the opposite of love; indifference is. By editing out God’s 
wrath and anger to make Him more attractive, we actually make God far less attractive. If we with all our flaws feel 
anger when a loved one is ravaged by a disease, how much more is God when he sees the disease of our sin? Thank 
God for His anger! But...  
 
But we don’t believe we’re evil, do we? We believe in evil’s existence and that perhaps some people are wicked, but 
we don’t think we “love the darkness” (v19), do we? Again, perhaps God’s view of evil is different than our own. 
What is wicked to God often doesn’t look all that wicked to us; what is darkness doesn’t look that dark. It simply 
looks like trying to live by our own light and reason. But by that light we attempt to build our own kingdom, and to 
Jesus that is loving the darkness: the darkness of trying to live by our own light, to construct our own flailing sense 
of meaning. So, what does God do – with His anger, with His wrath – in the face of our condemnation? Jesus 
intervenes, but not as we’d expect. Jesus does not intervene to pacify an angry God, as if He must persuade His 
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Father to love us. No, God satisfies Himself by substituting and sacrificing Himself. The Bible tells of a God who 
cares about evil and judges it. It shows us a God who loves us so much that He judges Himself in our place.  
 
Nothing shapes our lives more than how we view God experientially: how we actually see this God and how we 
believe He sees us. And until we know how God’s love and anger can both be true at the same time, our 
understanding of our lives will always be distorted. For example… 

1. When things go well, and we’ve been performing well – We think we’re being paid for services rendered, but 
we won’t be able to enjoy what we have, because we feel we’re being graded.  

2. When things go well, but we’ve been disobedient to God – We begin to believe that our obedience doesn’t 
matter after all, which will only fuel our doubt that God isn’t really looking over us or doesn’t care for us. 

3. When things go badly, and we have not been obeying – We think we’re getting what we deserve and become 
nothing more than an abused child of a harsh Father. 

4. When things go badly, and we have been obeying – We won’t be able to process why bad things happen to us 
and why God isn’t keeping up His end of the bargain. And so we become cynical and cold. 

 
John 3 corrects our view of God’s true character: slow to anger but abounding in love, a God of furiously pursuant 
love. When we entrust our lives to Jesus, we are no longer living under condemnation (Romans 8:1). Jesus came to 
save us from a world where we are victims of both the world’s and our own judgment. “For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through Him” (v17). 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

How do you actually see God – experientially – in your life?  
How do you believe He sees you? 

 
Questions for Discussion 
(As a leader, remember it is always better to wrestle well with two good questions than gloss over many.) 
 
 

1. Icebreaker. What was your understanding of God when you were growing up?  Looking back, what 
kind of a God was He? How do you think this affects your view of Him today? 
 

2. Look at verses 17 through 18. How do you tend to view God – do you instinctively view Him first as a God of 
love or a God of wrath? How is this view of God affected when you succeed? When you fail? 

 
3. Look at verse 19. Do you agree that there is a darkness within you? Within each of us? Does this idea 

frighten you? Confuse you? Anger you?  
o Do you accept that – without Jesus – you stand condemned before God (v. 18)? 

 
4. Guiding Question of the Week. It is one thing to know God’s character, another to experience His 

character. How do you actually see God – experientially – in your life? How is this understanding reflected 
in your day-to-day life? How do you believe He sees you? And how is this perspective shaping your life? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Pray that you would not only know, but experience and feel the power of the love of God. 
• Pray this would be a community where you can winsomely yet honestly sharpen one another’s views of God. 

 

Community Group Announcement 
 

As our church grows, so does our need for people who are willing to open up their homes and lead new Community 
Groups. If you're curious about what that means, or just interested in making your own group better… this is for 
you.  Attending does not commit you to leading, but if you are interested in leading a group this is the necessary 
first step. New Leader Training is NEXT Saturday: 
 

Saturday, November 15th, 9:30am – 1:30pm 
http://pacificcrossroads.org/connect/community-groups/new-leader-training/ 


