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Jesus Throwing Tables (John 2:13-22)             October 19, 2014 
 

To encounter Christ together,  
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: The Valley of Vision by Arthur Bennett 
 (Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)

LORD, HIGH AND HOLY, MEEK AND LOWLY, 
Thou hast brought me to the valley of vision, where I 
live in the depths but see thee in the heights; hemmed in 
by mountains of sin I behold thy glory. 
 
Let me learn by paradox 

that the way down is the way up, 
that to be low is to be high, 

 that the broken heart is the healed heart, 
that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit,  
that the repenting soul is the victorious soul, 
that to have nothing is to possess all, 
that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, 
that to give is to receive,  

 
 
Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen from deepest 
wells, and the deeper the wells the brighter thy stars 
shine. 
 
Let me find thy light in my darkness,  

thy life in my death, 
thy joy in my sorrow,  
thy grace in my sin, 
thy riches in my poverty, 
thy glory in my valley.   

 

that the valley is the place of vision. 
 

Text for Discussion: John 2:13-22 
 
13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were 
selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables.16And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father's 
house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”	  
18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When 
therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.	  
 
Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
After the first half of John 2 where Jesus turns water into wine, he travels to Jerusalem for Passover. This is the 
angriest we ever see Jesus, but why is He so angry?  The placement of this story is deliberate; right after Jesus 
extends one party, He breaks up another one. One is a story of joy, the other of anger. 
 
Don’t be mistaken. It’s not the presence of money-changers that upsets Jesus; they performed a necessary task. 
People came to the temple to offer sacrifice, seeking forgiveness. The temple was intended to be a place of prayer, 
praise, and reflection – to remember that no one could enter God’s presence without offering a sacrifice of 
atonement (Psalm 14:2-3). It’s not religion that Jesus lashes out against; it’s that the practice of it distracts people 
from God. People are so caught up in religious routines that they’ve lost the wonder of worship. They are coming to 
worship, but have lost the heart of it. They have lost their reverence for God. 
 
Worship centered on us – on our emotions, our experience, our preferences – is worship that drives Jesus to anger. A 
God of our own making – filtered of the things we don’t like or disagree with – is no god at all. The heart of worship 
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is entering God’s presence and remembering our Father. And so, Jesus disrupts their worship to get them back to 
the heart of it and to remind us that we live only by God’s mercy. 
 
John desires that we see the real Jesus, and we need to understand both His joy as well as His anger if Jesus is to 
enter and remain in our lives. Yes, sometimes God answers our prayers. But sometimes they remain unanswered 
(at least in the ways we want). Sometimes God will even seem to turn our lives upside down. But if we seek a real 
relationship with the living God and it’s the real Jesus we seek, He has the right to turn our lives upside down, 
without consulting us. The real Jesus has the right to challenge and even contradict us! 
 
Often, what most frustrates us, though, is the lack of an answer why. And Jesus doesn’t tell anyone why in this 
story. That doesn’t mean He doesn’t have a reason; there’s always a reason. (Here, it was revealed three years 
later.) But if we are going to call ourselves followers of Christ, we must come to terms with not always knowing or 
understanding the reason for things. The fact we don’t know the “Why?” of things forces us to put our hope in God 
alone. Just as with Job, God is working all things together for His glory and for our good (Job 42:5), that we might 
encounter the real God, not the God we thought we knew. (Read Hosea 6:1-3.) 
 
But lest we remain only with the consolation that we will understand God’s reasons “someday”, we also receive 
consolation today in this story. Jesus offers us the very presence of God within us wherever we are. And if the real 
and living God is with us, we will endure, we will be healed, and we will find joy. 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

Have you experienced Jesus both as the Lord of Wine and the Lord of Whips? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(As a leader, remember it is always better to wrestle well with two good questions than gloss over many.) 
 
 

1. Icebreaker. Have you ever gone on a pilgrimage? Do you know anyone who has? 
 

2. What stands out to you from this passage? 
o In verse 16, Jesus asserts, “Do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” In other words, they 

were reducing worship to something less than it was designed to be. Do you reduce worship into a 
house of trade? Does it become routine for you or feel like a transaction? 

o Why do you come to church services? Can you share a few reasons?  
 
3. In verse 18, After Jesus overturns the tables and drives everyone out of the temple, the first reaction from 

those being affected is to ask: “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” In a surprising response, 
Jesus references his death and resurrection.  

o Is Jesus’ death and resurrection enough for you to give him the authority to overturn and drive out 
things in your life?  

o Are you willing to follow him when you disagree with him? If yes, how? If not, why? 
 

4. Guiding Question of the Week. In his second chapter, John brings these two stories of the wine and 
whips together intentionally. Have you experienced Jesus both as the Lord of Wine and the Lord of Whips? 
In other words, do you know the real Jesus?  

o How is Jesus invading your temple? Where is God crossing you, challenging you, or even tearing 
you that he may heal you?  

o If Jesus is God, what additional authority does he have over your life than what you have already 
allowed him? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Praise Jesus the Christ that He has died and resurrected and thereby conquered death (v.22)! 
• Pray that we as Jesus’ disciples may believe the word that Jesus has spoken especially when tables are 

overturned in our lives. 


