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The Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11)             October 12, 2014 
 

To encounter Christ together,  
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: Come Thou Fount by Robert Robinson 
 (Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
Come, Thou fount of every blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of Thy redeeming love. 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 
 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God; 
He to rescue me from danger 
Bought me with His precious blood. 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
May I still Thy goodness prove; 
While the hope of endless glory, 
Fills my heart with joy and love. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

Text for Discussion: John 2:1-11 
 
1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was 
invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no 
wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His 
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 
rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the 
feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 
10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. 
But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 
 
Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
John is very intentional with each story he chooses to tell in his account of Jesus (John 21:25). Today we look at the 
first of His miracles: turning water into wine at a wedding. While it’s easy to stop at the simple messages of 
“weddings are good” and “drinking alcohol is permissible,” we miss the story’s power when we don’t ask “Who is 
Jesus?” and “What did he come to do?” and through those questions discover how we are to respond to Him. 
 
From the beginning of this story, we should note that Jesus chose to attend this wedding of a couple left nameless to 
us. He was on the guest list for their wedding! They were important to Him, just as we know that we are important 
to Him because of his incarnation (John 1:14). He desires to know us. That’s the easy part to accept. But Jesus also 
shocks and offends us, as seen in the confusing interchange with His mother (John 2:3-4). Just as Jesus did with 
His mother, Jesus acts in ways that offend and surprise us, and we may disagree with Him. But a Jesus who cannot 
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challenge us also cannot change us. But Jesus never only offends us; He also meets our needs (John 2:5-9), and 
there is no need too small or insignificant for Him. This is why throughout these stories people flock to Jesus: He 
responds, He restores, and He heals. 
 
Now, why a wedding? Why is this His first miracle (John 2:11)? Jesus chose for this to be where he began his public 
career, letting us know who He is and that He is the source of all joy. Over the course of our journey through John, 
we will see the difficult path Jesus and His followers walk, so we must look back to this first story to remember: it is 
all toward joy and for joy. Jesus restores and makes all things new.  
 
He begins with a miracle of joy because his life is a fight for that joy. This helps to explain the earlier interaction 
with his mom. His reference to “My hour has not yet come” (John 2:4) echoes throughout the book (7:30, 12:23-
24,27). Jesus is referring to his death – his time to die – so at the very beginning of His public life, He is taking 
those first steps in His fight for joy, knowing where that path will take Him. Jesus is pointedly telling His mother 
and us exactly what is being asked of Him.  
 
Why, though? Why would Jesus lay down His life so that we might have joy? Again, we must recognize that this 
wedding He attends points to the metaphor so commonly used of Jesus as the bridegroom and us as His beloved. 
Why does Jesus give up His life for us? Because He loves us. And we can also note that this wedding points to the 
final wedding feast in Revelation 19 where we and God are finally fully united. 
 
Finally, how are we to respond to this story? The disciples – who already believed in Him – respond by believing in 
Him (John 2:11). We must recognize that belief in John and the Bible is not a one-time transaction. It is something 
that begins and then continues to grow. The more we see Jesus, the more we love and trust and believe in Him. And 
as those occur, the more we are changed by Him, so that one day we may be transformed, made whole and beautiful 
before our loving, joyful God. 
 
Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

How is Jesus calling you to trust Him? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(As a leader, remember it is always better to wrestle well with two good questions than gloss over many.) 
 

1. Icebreaker. What is the most unusual wedding you’ve been to? 
 

2. What is your first reaction to this story?   
o Jesus is not yet known as a miracle-worker, so why does Mary approach him in v. 3? What do you 

make of Jesus’ response? 
o Why do you think Jesus chose this event for his first miracle? 

 

3. As He does with His mother in this story, Jesus often acts in ways that surprise or offend us. How does 
Jesus offend you? 

o How is Jesus challenging you – today? 
o In verse 5, Mary tells the servants to “do whatever He tells you.” Are you willing to do whatever 

Jesus tells you? 
 

4. Guiding Question of the Week. In verses 6 through 8, the servants have no idea what Jesus is up to, 
and yet they trust Him. How is Jesus calling you to trust Him? Are you willing to trust Him, even when you 
don’t understand Him? 

o If you don’t trust Him yet, what would it take for you to trust Him more?  
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Praise Christ that He gives us the very best of what He has (v. 10)! 
• Pray together, specifically for how each of us can take the next step in our relationship with Christ by 

trusting and following Him wherever He leads us. 


