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Tell It Slant (John 1:35-51)                       October 5, 2014 
 

To encounter Christ together,  
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 

Worship: All Creatures of Our God and King by Francis of Assisi 
 (Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 
All creatures of our God and King 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 
 
Chorus O praise Him! O praise Him! 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice!     
 
Chorus 
 
Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

 
Text for Discussion: John 1:35-51 
 
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned 
and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, 
“We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You 
are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).43 The next day Jesus decided to go to 
Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus 
answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw 
you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 
Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
John 1 gives us a picture of how the New Testament views evangelism, something that so many of us have difficulty 
with and fear. We fear being exposed as hypocrites who don’t have our lives perfectly put together or who don’t have 
all the answers to questions we may be asked. Yet even the Apostle Paul himself has these very same fears (Eph 
6:19, Col 4:3)! If Paul prays for courage and clarity, how much more do we need to pray for them? It’s ok to feel 
afraid, for it is God – not something we do – that makes us sufficient and produces results (2 Cor 2:16). Similarly, 
we fear being seen as “one of those Christians”: arrogant, judgmental, hypocritical. And we must choose not to be. 
We can humbly own up to our shortcomings and truly care for those we seek to share the Gospel with (2 Peter 3:9). 
 
With John 1 in mind, here are five strategies to help make evangelism a more important part of our lives: 

1. Put it on your radar. God wants people to be saved (1 Tim 2:4), and this message is so personal that He 
desires it to be told from one person to another. The Good News is meant to be shared - and shared joyfully. 
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In fact, as we learn in Philemon 1:6, the sharing of our faith helps to bring greater joy in our own lives. We 
enrich our faith by sharing it with others. 

2. Pray specifically for people by name. We must pray that God would work in the lives of these people, 
because He does the true work of changing their hearts and lives. 

3. Invest intentionally in others. This begins with choosing to respect people – all people – because we all 
are images of God with equal claim to His grace. We must then choose to invest and listen to specific 
people’s lives, unafraid of their questions or our ability to adequately answer them, for it is ultimately God 
who will change their hearts, not our ability to make the perfect argument.  

4. Invite others to church and into your home. The primary means God uses to build His church is 
through people personally inviting others to encounter Jesus. We are meant to welcome others, to offer a 
safe place for others to question and encounter Christ. Coming to faith is rarely a transaction; it’s commonly 
a long conversation within a community where that can happen.  

5. Tell of your faith clearly and intelligibly. We must learn to do this (1 Peter 3:15), adapting the message 
for each audience or context (1 Cor 9:22). And we must learn to do this thoughtfully “on a slant” (as Emily 
Dickinson wrote), for evangelism was never meant to be blunt and impersonal. We are called to be confident 
yet patient, caring listeners who invest in the lives of others. 

 
These strategies are important in our growth as evangelists, but it can still be frightening and discouraging. So here 
are three things to keep in mind and to give us hope: 
 
First: All authority belongs to Jesus (Matt 28:18). We have nothing to fear. It is all His! 
Second: Everyone has been created by Christ and for Christ (John 1:1-4), and the message we seek to share 
is therefore a message all need to hear. 
Third: God is not reluctant. As with Nathanael (John 1:51, referencing Gen 28), God cares deeply about His 
creation. How do you measure how much someone cares? By the lengths they go to help you. And look at the lengths 
God went to save and redeem all people, his dearly loved children! 
 
Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

What lengths will you go to talk with people about Jesus? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(As a leader, remember it is always better to wrestle well with two good questions than gloss over many.) 
 

1. Icebreaker. What do you enjoy telling other people about? 
 

2. What immediately strikes you about this story?   
o What motivated Andrew to tell Simon about Jesus? 
o Look at v. 43-46. What do you make of Philip’s interaction with Nathanael? 

 

3. In the story, John, Andrew, and Philip seem to show no fear in telling others about Christ. What fear most 
holds you back? 

o What do you make of Jesus and Philip’s simple way of sharing: “Come and see”? If you too shared 
simply, could this have any impact on the fears that hold you back? 

 

4. Guiding Question of the Week. In verse 51, Jesus gives Nathanael just a brief hint at the lengths he 
will one day go to redeem us. What lengths will you go to talk with people about Jesus? 

o Will you go the length of sacrificing your desired social image? What about sacrificing your 
time/energy or stepping outside your comfort zone? 

o Who are specific people God has placed on your heart to discuss Jesus with? How can this 
community help you do that? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests.) 
 

• Pray together that God would fill all our hearts with such love and care for the people around us that we 
couldn’t help but talk about Jesus with them. 

• Pray for specific people God has placed in your path that you can invite to a service or this CG. 


