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No One Has Ever Seen God (John 1:1, 9-18)                  
September 21, 2014 
 

To encounter Christ together,  
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 
 

Worship: Meditation on the Heidelberg Catechism 
 (Below is the same passage read at church on Sunday. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or in prayer.)
 

I am righteous before God only by true faith in Jesus Christ.  
Although my conscience accuses me that I have grievously sinned 
against all God's commandments, have never kept any of them, 

and am still inclined to all evil, yet God, without any merit of my 
own, out of mere grace, imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, 

righteousness, and holiness of Christ. He grants these to me as if 
I had never had nor committed any sin, and as if I myself had 

accomplished all the obedience which Christ has rendered for me, 
if only I accept this gift with a believing heart.

 

Text for Discussion: John 1:1, 9-18 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 9 The true light, which gives 
light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the 
world did not know Him. 11 He came to his own, and His own people did not receive Him. 12 But to all who did 
receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about 
Him, and cried out, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because He was before 
me.’”) 16 For from His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, He has 
made Him known. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
In these verses, John shows us who Jesus is and through Him: God’s character. Who is Jesus? “Jesus is the image of 
the invisible God” (Col 1:15). “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Who gets to say who God 
is? God does. And God has. God became man and dwelt among us. But if God has made this plain for the entire 
world to know, why doesn’t everyone know? Why doesn’t God make it easier for us to know what kind of God He is? 
 
As Christians, we must first remember: Jesus died for us before we believed in Him, while we were yet His enemies. 
And so we must embrace others before they believe as we do, because at the very heart of our story is a man who 
died praying for those who rejected Him. 
 
Our God walked around the world He created (v10), yet His own creation did not receive Him (v11). God stepped 
into a world He loved and came to save, but instead of greeting Him with open arms, we killed Him. The sobering 
truth is that God has made Himself clear and visible to us. “The light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). We say, “If only God would give us enough 
evidence, then we would believe.” But Jesus makes it clear: we resist the light not because of a lack of evidence but 
because there is a darkness – not only in this world but also within each of us. A part of every human heart resists 
the light. 
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The line between good and evil doesn’t separate people from each other. That line runs through every human heart. 
 
If we by nature resist God, how does anyone ever surrender to Him? Our willpower, wisdom, or initiative have 
nothing to do with our coming to faith; nor is it inherited from our family. (As Billy Graham said, God has no 
grandchildren.) By grace alone we come to God and to Him all credit is due (v13). While we have responsibility to 
receive God (v12), the only faith we have in God has been given to us… and not because we deserved it. 
 
We have become children of God. In a time when all were defined by their people (culture) and lineage, we have 
been given a new family, a new identity. We are given the gift of seeing ourselves as God sees us, regardless of how 
others see us or how we may see ourselves. We are His dearly loved children.  
 
The magnitude of this revelation stems directly from our questioning “Why me?”, for that line between good and evil 
runs through each of our hearts. We have never been – nor will we ever be – deserving of God’s love. Why us? We 
are not the answer, which is why the answer so often eludes us. The answer is because of God and who He is. 
 
God is full of both grace and truth (see John 1:14 and Ex 34:6). Grace without truth really isn’t grace. But truth 
without grace isn’t the whole truth, because the whole truth is: We need so much grace! From God we receive “grace 
upon grace” (v16). God loves us – human beings, not ideal people – and He does so without discrimination. We know 
we’re not as good as we should be. Yet God does not withdraw. Instead, God comes near, breaking through His own 
creation to become one of us, and there is no other explanation for “Why us” except this: Grace upon grace. 
 
Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

Do you sense the tension of good and evil living within your own heart?  
 

Questions for Discussion 
(As a leader, remember it is always better to wrestle well with two good questions than gloss over many.) 
 

1. Icebreakers:  
o Is there someone in your life whom you can trust through the good and the bad? Why/how? 

What is it about their character? 
 

2. Jesus loved us and died for us before we believed in him, “while we were yet his enemies.”  (Romans 5:10) 
Have you ever considered that we all at some point in our lives were enemies of God? 

o Do you believe John 3:19 applies to you?  
 

3.  Guiding Question of the Week: Consider the statement, “The line between good and evil doesn’t 
separate one person from another. That line runs through every human heart.” 

o In what ways do you view the line of good and evil as separating types of people?  
o How do you see the line of good and evil running through your own heart? 

 
4. When was the last time you asked “Why me?” when considering the depth of God’s love for you? What were 

the circumstances that brought this revelation? 
 

5. John 1:9 declares that God is the light of all humanity. How would this affect how we relate to others? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests) 
 

• Spend time in confession and celebration: 
o Confession: Reflecting together on the line between good and evil in your hearts.  
o Celebrate: Thank God for His character and the ways you have received “grace upon grace” in your 

life.  (John 1:16)  
• Pray that others would be able to see the light shining through us - that God’s mission would be fulfilled 

through us. 


