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Light and Life (John 1:1-9)                        September 14, 2014 
 

To encounter Christ together,  
To share our lives with one another, 
To sacrificially care for those God has placed in our path. 
- CG Mission Statement 
 
 

Worship: Selections from Psalm 27 
 (Here is a psalm/song to help your group as you worship. You can go through it together or in groups in meditation and/or prayer.)
 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
Though an army encamp against me, 
    my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, 
    yet I will be confident. 
One thing have I asked of the Lord, 
    that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
    all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 
    and to inquire in his temple. 
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 
    be gracious to me and answer me! 
    You have said, “Seek my face.” 
My heart says to you, 
    “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” 
I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the 
    Lord in the land of the living! 
Wait for the Lord; 
    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
    wait for the Lord! 

 

Text for Discussion: John 1:1-9 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, 
which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

Aid for Discussion: Sermon Summary 
 
“In the beginning was the Word…” In one simple phrase, John has brought together the two worlds of his day: the 
Hebrew (In the beginning) and the Greek (was the Word). Saint Augustine said this passage is what convinced him 
the Bible was inspired, for it was beyond the power of a man to speak as John does here. 
 
  John 1:1 continues “… and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” The Word is not simply divine.  It was 
with (distinct from) God, and it was (identical with) God. Here, the central mystery of our faith has been defined: 
Without ceasing to be God, God became a man. Yes, God has spoken and continues to speak in various ways, but 
John tells us that God has definitively spoken to the world in and through His Son, offering His innermost thoughts 
and expressing His heart. 
 
“In Him was life and the life was the light of men” (v4). This statement is so big that we can’t help reading right 
over it. But as Jesus himself said, “I am the Life” (John 14:6, 11:25). Jesus isn’t just saying He gives us life; Jesus 
says He is life. Our goal isn’t survival; it’s to live! 
 
Jesus tells us we can only know who we are when we know who we are in reference to him. Why? As verse 3 states, 
“All things were made through Him.” Jesus is the center of human existence. We are each individually distinct, yes, 
but Christ is the center of every human life, and Christ is the source of our identity. Saint Paul says the same in 
Phil 1:21 and Col 3:4. We were created to live by Christ and for Christ. How strange to hear that the center of our 
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lives lies outside ourselves! How comforting, though, that our life is held together by God, not us. That shows us the 
mission of God in Christ: to bring light and life to us and everyone in the world. 
  
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (v5). No matter how deep the darkness can 
get, God shines through it. We are not alone; we are never alone, nor will we ever be left to the darkness. This isn’t 
naive optimism. It’s God’s acknowledgement that the darkness can be deep, but it is also a statement of endurance, 
hope against hope – a word from outside this world to say: “Don’t give up!” 
  
Verses 1 through 5 have told us God’s Mission. John 1:6-8 tells us our mission. We too have a part to play. As is said 
of John the Baptist in verse 7, “He came as a witness to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him.” We too are called to bear witness to Christ that others might believe through us. 
  
We must be careful, though. We must avoid believing we are that light (v8). We were never meant to bear Christ’s 
cross, merely to point to Him. This doesn’t mean we care less or stop trying our best. Instead, we can care better 
when we know the limit of our responsibility. Similarly, we must avoid thinking that representing ourselves in a 
favorable light is how to bear witness to Christ. We are broken people, and recognizing this allows God’s grace, 
faithfulness, and light to shine through us. This is our sacred mission. We are to be a witness – right where we are 
and exactly as who we are – to what God has done that others might believe in God through us. This is a mission we 
can fulfill! 
 
Guiding Question of the Week 
(This question is intended as a target for the whole conversation. Do not ask for responses now. It will be repeated later in the study.) 

 
 

How can God fulfill His mission through you? 
 

Questions for Discussion 
(As a leader, remember it is always better to wrestle well with two good questions than gloss over many.) 
 

1. Icebreaker.  In movies, characters often have that “one place” where those closest to them know they 
will go when they have something important to process. What is your “one place”? Why? 

 
 

2. Look back on John 1. What initially strikes you about the text? What do you see when you contrast v. 1-5 
with v. 6-9? 

 
3. In verse 4, John grants us a life motto; “In Him was life.” In what ways is this truth anchoring your life 

right now? In what ways is it not? 
o In his sermon, Rankin argued that we are tempted to put weight on our shoulders that we were 

never meant to bear. So when things go well, we take the credit. When they don’t, we take the 
blame. Either is just as dangerous. In what areas of your life are you wrongly taking the credit? In 
what areas of your life are you wrongly taking the blame? 

 
4. Guiding Question of the Week: Look at verse 8. A simple description of John is given to become a 

guiding principle for us: “He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.” In his sermon, 
Rankin said we each have a purpose, a mission, for God’s light to shine through us, as He brings us life and 
light in the midst of our brokenness. As you apply this principle to your own life, how can God fulfill His 
mission through you? What do people need to see of how God’s shown His light through your life? 

o What risks will you have to take to live out this mission? 
 

Praying for One Another 
(Here are some ideas from the study to help focus your time in prayer as a group. Use by themselves or along with other prayer requests) 
 

• Pray that we would be a people who are willing to share our brokenness, but not simply “set up camp” in 
our brokenness, that we would actively pursue the light and life Christ offers us. Pray that we would 
experience Jesus saying “I am the life” (Jn. 14:6) in new and powerful ways. 

• Pray that others would be able to see the light shining through us, that God’s mission would be fulfilled 
through us. 


