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 * R   E   F   L   E   C   T   I   O   N      W   E   E   K * 
C O M M U N I T Y   D I S C U S S I N G   C O M M U N I T Y 

March 23, 2014 
 

“You shall love your crooked neighbor. With your crooked heart.” 
– W.H. Auden

  
Worship: Psalm 139:1-18 
(Here is a song to help your group as you worship. You can sing or just meditate on the verses.)

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
     you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down 
     and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
     behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 
5 You hem in, behind and before, 
     and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  
     it is high; I cannot attain it. 
 
7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
     Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascent to heaven, you are there! 
     If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
     and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
     and your right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
     and the light about me be night,” 

12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
     the night is bright as the day, 
     for darkness is as light with you. 
 
13 For you formed my inward parts; 
     you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 
14 I praise you, 
     for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; 
     my soul knows it very well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
     intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 
in your book were written, every one of them, 
     the days that were formed for me, 
     when as yet there was none of them. 
 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 
      How vast is the sum of them! 
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 
     I awake, and I am still with you. 

 

Icebreaker

Which is scarier, to be in grave physical danger – or to have all your thoughts revealed? 
 

Introduction 
(Read this together as a group.) 
 
 Whenever a builder is working on a house, he will continually take a step back to see how the home is 
coming together. To get lost in the details is to lose perspective on the building of the whole house. Once a 
year, we use “Reflection Week” as an opportunity to take that step back and look at the whole house together. 
What are we building with our communities? How is it coming together? Are there changes we want to make? 
 But, while we want to continually take that step back, we also want to look at this “house” from a 
different angle; each time, we want to look at our communities from a slightly different perspective. This 
year’s perspective: Authenticity. 
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 If you were to ask many of us why we are a part of a Community Group, our first thought (perhaps not 
spoken) would be, “Well that’s what Christians do, right?”  - “Join a church. Join a small group.” That’s true – 
and actually very biblical – but there’s also something lacking if we merely respond to an instinct. Because, 
while knowledge accumulation is great and social groups are great, there’s a certain grit, a certain jaggedness, 
that Scripture calls us to – a transparency that’s often missing. That begs the question, does your group allow 
for this? 
 As Community leaders, our hope is that you wouldn’t be held back by the fear of what others think or 
the chance of offending someone, not intentionally but as an inevitable result of being authentic. We hope that 
you will have to forgive and ask for forgiveness. We hope that you will let people see your messy home (both 
literally and figuratively), that you will be willing to ask a few heretical questions, that you will be willing to 
lament with the psalmists when you need to and admit when God is a challenge when you want to. Our hope, 
at the end of the day, if this isn’t already the case, is that you will come as you are. 
 Because, while transparency or ‘realness’ should never be the end, in and of itself, it is the first turn of 
the knob that opens the door to much greater things – namely – freedom. 
 In a few minutes, you’re going to do a study on just that – how transformation and freedom in Christ 
requires the difficult and yet essential step of transparency. 
 But, first, we want you to take a few minutes to reflect on your group. If s/he hasn’t already, your 
leader is going to forward you a link to a survey for you to take on your phone - right now. It’s 24 short 
questions, and it will serve two purposes: 

1) Help you begin to reflect before your group dives into this discussion together with some (hopefully) 
thought-provoking questions, and 

2) Provide tremendously helpful feedback to Community staff, coaches, and leaders, as we continually 
seek new ways to serve and lead you better. 

As this time helps us serve you better, our strong hope is it will help you better serve and love one another as 
well. 
 Survey away! 

The link to the survey is 
surveymonkey.com/s/crossroadsla 

 
Passage for Discussion: Colossians 3:5-14 
(Read this introduction, and then read the passage.) 
 

 You are about to read a somewhat jolting passage. As he writes to the church at Colossae, Paul begins 
to discuss the type of transformation in Christ the Colossians should be seeking by first identifying all the 
things they should “put off” – sexual immorality, impurity, covetousness. Likewise, Paul ends the passage 
with everything they should instead “put on” – kindness, humility, compassion, forgiveness, love. Only the 
bridge between the two - the crux of the passage – is surprising. How do you “put off” and “put on”? Verse 9. 
“Do not lie to one another.”…Where does that come from!? 
 In other words, Paul says, “Present yourself as you are.” It’s strange – but fascinating. What Paul is 
saying is that you won’t experience life change, you won’t experience transformation in your life, without one 
core ingredient – transparency, honesty, even vulnerability - within a community that cares for you, within a 
community where there are no status distinctions (v. 11). Only in that setting will you find freedom. Only in 
that place can certain weights be lifted off your shoulders 
 That leads us to the Guiding Question of the Week: Do you present yourself – in this community – as 
you are? 
 

Guiding Question of the Week 
 

Do you present yourself - in this community - as you are? 
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Questions for Discussion 
 

1. What strikes you about Paul’s exhortation? 
 
2. Question of the Week. (Make sure you have first read the introduction under “Passage for Discussion”)  

Is verse 9 something you need to hear? Do you present yourself – in this community – as you are? To 
what degree do you manage your image? 

a. To what degree do you present yourself as if Christ’s freedom is present in your life? 
b. Does the climate of this group allow you to be authentic? 

 
3. While transparency is one form of truth-telling, there are other forms as well. When Paul says, “Do 

not lie to one another”, that also has implications on our ability – in fact, opportunity – to make and 
keep promises to one another, to be truth-tellers not only of what we face in the present but what we 
will give in the future. Author Lewis Smedes puts it this way: 

 "Promises summon the sort of social integrity that lays the groundwork for all community. Life 
together survives as human togetherness, not on a diet of our warm feelings, but on the tough 
fibers of promise-keeping....All human community, from the ghetto to the global village, depends 
on the power of promising…..Where others cannot assume that I will be there with them as I 
promised, I have helped to abolish community there." 

What is your reaction to Smedes’ quote? What opportunities do you have to tell the truth in this 
community?  

 
Praying Scripture Together 
 

 Look at verses 9 through 11 again. Pray as a group through these verses, asking that they would 
become more and more true in your community, as well as other communities within our church. 
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CG Member Survey Questions 
(Just a REFERENCE for leaders) 

 
Connecting 

1. Which PCC region are you in? 
2. Which CG are you apart of? 
3. How long have you been apart of your current CG?  
4. How did you connect with your current group? (Conditional logic from above question) 
5. How frequently do you attend your group’s weekly meeting?  
6. Have you found a place to belong at Crossroads? 

 
Knowing and Caring 

7. How frequently do you see people from your CG outside of Sunday services and your CG meetings and 
events?  

8. Does your group know basic things about you (family, interests, etc.)? 
9. Does your group know your spiritual journey? 
10. As a group, do you listen and speak truth into one another’s lives? 
11. Do you know one another’s current struggles? 

 
Growing 

12. Does your involvement in your group help you grow spiritually? 
13. Through belonging to a CG, are you experiencing more fruit of the spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, 

goodness, faithfulness, kindness, gentleness, self-control)? 
14. Does your CG experience increase your desire for worship and prayer? 
15. Are the CG discussions (when you USE the sermon discussion guides) valuable in your life? 
16. Are the CG discussions (when you DON’T USE the sermon discussion guides) valuable in your life? 
17. Do you express when God’s Word discomforts or unsettles you? 
18. The gospel can give you meaning in life through Jesus and then turn you outward and makes you 

missional in the city – through evangelism and serving the poor and marginalized. Do you have a 
mission in the city? 

19. If you are a believer, are you regularly involved in the lives of people who don’t yet know Christ? 
20. What is your biggest obstacle to living a life of mission? 
21. As a staff, we are reimagining the way our church understands mission. How well do you know your 

physical neighbors? 
22. How well do you know the needs of your neighborhood? 

 
Moving Forward 

23. What are our next steps - How can your CG experience be improved?  
24. What are your next steps - What are 1-2 practical ways you can better serve the people in your group?  


